
amazing customers that are more like friends. 
We’re very grateful for them.”

From last-minute holiday decor pieces, 
to the perfect gift or card, Orange Patch Too 
has everything you’ll need for the perfect 
holiday season. 

Shoppers can look forward to one-of-
a-kind gifts that will be a hit with family 
members of all ages, such as candles, puzzles, 
home decor—even clothing and accessories. 
Plus, the Orange Patch Too staff is always 
happy to lend a helping hand to customers 
looking for the perfect present. 

“We have a great selection of gifts for 
everyone you know, from family and neighbors, to friends 
of all ages,” said Michelle. 

Plus, this holiday season Orange Patch Too will be 
hosting several holiday events, where customers can get 

great deals. There’s the 
Ho Ho Ho-liday Sale, 
Christmas Cash Sale, 
Santa’s letters promotion 
and more. 

To top off your 
holiday to-do list, 
Orange Patch Too also 
has beautiful decor 
that will set your home 

Submitted by St. Ignatius Church

The Ladies Auxiliary of 
St. Ignatius Church is 
excited to announce the 

annual Nativity Bake Sale, taking 
place on Saturday, Dec. 9, from  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Featuring traditional Serbian, 
Czechoslovakian, Greek and Russian 
baked goods, holiday treats and 
specialty breads, the sale has sold out 
for the past three years. 

A popular fund-raising event, the Ladies Auxiliary 
hosts the bake sale to raise funds toward building and 
community service projects. 

The bake sale, open to the public, features several ethnic 
pastries, such as Serbian nut, prune, apricot and poppy seed 
rolls; Eastern European-style kolaches; Czechoslovakian 
cookies; Greek cookies; and Russian tea cakes. 

In addition to cultural treats, the Ladies Auxiliary is 
known for its sweets options, including chocolate-covered 
peanut butter balls, homemade fudge, dipped marshmallows 

and traditional holiday cookies. The treats can be 
purchased in dozens or in custom-made party trays. 

Our holiday bread elves created a wide variety 
of specialty breads, from banana nut bread, to 
zucchini bread and everything in between. 

Nativity Bake Sale Offers Holiday Delights 

By Jamie Killin 

This winter, holiday cheer abounds at Orange Patch 
Too—one of Mesa’s most beloved, family-owned 
shops for more than 30 years. 

Owners and sisters Michelle Smith and Katie 
Hunsaker are looking forward to sharing that cheer with 
the customers and community that have supported them 
for more than three decades. The pair will feature a fun 
atmosphere, great products and a festive lineup of events. 

“We enjoy our customers,” said Michelle. “We love 
our customers. They’re just great people and they’ve been 
so supportive over all these 30 plus years. They’re just 

apart, just in time for holiday parties and family events. 
Selections range from beautiful wall hangings, to unique 
ornaments and even new stockings. 

Many Valley residents also know the shop got its 
start in the 1980s as a citrus farm, and customers still 
love the citrus today. During the holiday season, from 
early December until February, customers can even look 
forward to having hand-selected citrus delivered straight 
to their doors. 

Orange Patch Too is located at 3825 E. McKellips Road. For 
more information, visit orangepatchtoo.com, or call (480) 
832-0230. Store hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Orange Patch Too is closed on Sunday.

Orange 
Patch Too

Brings Holiday Cheer with Gifts, Decor and Discounts 

You can see a complete list of options on our 
Facebook page, St. Ignatius Holiday Delights. 

Advance orders are encouraged. Send in your order 
by email at saintigholidaydelights@gmail.com or through 
Facebook Direct Message.

It’s not just food offerings. Members of the Ladies 
Auxiliary also have crafted holiday table runners, orna-
ments, placemats and a variety of other items that make 
perfect hostess gifts. 

For information, please  
call Jill Benza at (480) 388-0378,  
or send an email to  
saintigholidaydelights@gmail.com. 

St. Ignatius, an English-speaking 
Eastern Orthodox Christian church, 
is part of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Church of North America. The 
church is located at 5515 E. 
Redmont Circle, between Recker and 
Higley roads, on the north side of 
Thomas Road.
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480-999-0049
8035 E. Brown Rd. Bldg. 4

Mesa, AZ 85207

info@rm-medicalplaza.com

Open to
the Public
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480-999-0049
8035 E. Brown Rd. Bldg. 4

Mesa, AZ 85207

info@rm-medicalplaza.com

One-Stop
Comprehensive Healthcare

Open to
the Public

ONE-STOP 
COMPREHENSIVE 

HEALTHCARE 
CARDIOLOGY 

GASTROENTEROLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

FAMILY PRACTICE

IMAGING

LAB SERVICES

PAIN MANAGEMENT

PHYSICAL THERAPY & REHAB

PODIATRY/FOOT & ANKLE
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY/ 

SPORTS MEDICINE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

480-999-0049
8035 E. Brown Rd. Bldg. 4, Mesa, AZ 85207

info@rm-medicalplaza.com

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE AT 
RED MOUNTAIN MEDICAL PLAZA! 
With today’s fractured healthcare system, Red Mountain 
Medical Plaza strives to be the solution for patients seeking 
a better healthcare experience. Red Mountain Medical Plaza 
differentiates itself by providing:

MEDICAL MALL OF AZ FAMILY PRACTICE
Our team of primary care physicians takes time to get to know 
each patient and coordinates care with other providers and 
services to create a 'hands on', attentive experience. We offer: 

• One stop  
for convenience

• Primary Care &  
specialist providers

• Accepting most insurances

• On-site pharmacy, lab, 
imaging and physical 
therapy

• Newborn to Elderly

• Same day sick visits

• Newborn and  
well child checks 

• Gynecological exams

• Weight  
Management

• Allergy Care

Sports and Orthopedic Specialists
TENEX - Procedure for Tendinitis  •  Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Diagnostics                       

Surgical and  Non-Surgical Intervention
Call 480-222-5601 or visit www.sossportsmed.com to schedule your appointment today  

at Red Mountain Medical Plaza in Mesa or their Gilbert office.
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Zaina Rashid, 
D.O., F.A.A.D., F.A.O.C.D.

DR. RASHID IS A MEMBER OF:

American Academy of Dermatology

American Osteopathic Association

American Society of Mohs Surgery

American Society for Laser Medicine  
and Surgery

The American Academy of  
Cosmetic Surgery

The American Society for  
Dermatologic Surgery

Skin Cancer

Mohs Skin  
Cancer Surgery

Acne

Warts

Psoriasis

Moles

Sun Damage

Wrinkles

Chemical Peels

Botox

Juvederm

Rosacea

Laser

Platelet Rich Plasma 
PRP Therapy in Hair 

Restoration & Collagen  
Rejuvenation

30% OFF 

SPECIALIZING IN TREATMENTS FOR
THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

5424 E. Southern Ave., Suite 103  
Mesa, AZ 85206
(480) 396-2300

OPEN:
Monday - Friday 8 - 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 - 1 (once a month)
Insurance Accepted

Cosmetic 
Services
(WITH THIS AD.)

NO CUTTING NO DOWNTIMENO PAIN NO SCARRING

Ask your doctor for more information or check out
www.sensushealthcare.com

Superficial Radiotherapy

SRT-Superficial 
Radiotherapy

If you’re diagnosed with non-melanoma skin 

cancer, and you don’t want or can’t tolerate 

surgery, SRT may be the perfect option. SRT 

could be the perfect option. Safe, effective and 

cosmetically superior, SRT treats basal cell and 

squamous cell carcinoma with no pain, scarring 

or patient downtime.

There’s a Non-Surgical 
Treatment for Skin Cancer

Every patient deserves a choice!

Dr. Rashid is a board certified 
dermatologist, cosmetic and 
Mohs micrographic surgeon.

NO SCARRING TREATMENT 
for SKIN CANCERS 

Every patient deserves a choice! 

SRT-Superficial 
Radiotherapy

There’s a Non-Surgical
Treatment for Skin Cancer!

If you’re diagnosed with non-
melanoma skin cancer, and you 

don’t want or can’t tolerate surgery, 
SRT may be the perfect option. 
Safe, effective and cosmetically 

superior, SRT treats basal cell and 
squamous cell carcinoma with no 

pain, scarring or patient downtime. 
It can also treat keloids.

NO CUTTING • NO PAIN
NO DOWNTIME • NO SCARRING

www.sensushealthcare.com
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Submitted by Tapestry 
Insurance

With the Medicare Annual 
Enrollment period 
running from Oct. 15 

through Dec. 7, this is the time you can 
change your prescription drug plans or 
Medicare Advantage plans if you have 
been previously enrolled in Medicare.

 It is always a good idea to take a 
look at what is available for the next year. Drug plans often 
change formularies, costs or even preferred pharmacies. 
Just last week, I was visiting with a couple who both have a 
Medicare supplement plan and a prescription drug plan. 

They had been on the same drug plan for the past 
eight years. In reviewing their current medications, we 
determined there was a different plan that could save 
them hundreds of dollars a year in costs. Because of plan 
changes, as well as health changes, it is a good idea to 
confirm you are on the right plan for your current needs. 

Another question I often get is, “What do I need to 
do before I retire or turn 65 to ensure I am ready to enroll 
in Medicare?” If you are planning on retiring this next year, 
or you are turning 65, please give me a call to set up an 
appointment. I can walk you through the steps to enroll in 
Medicare, as well as help you choose a Medicare plan. 

I live in East Mesa, and am willing to come to your 
home or meet you at a designated location.  

If you would like help from a local agent, please contact Lynne 
Jones to set up an appointment. Call her at (480) 212-2246.

HEALTH COMMUNITY

Lynne Jones

Submitted by The UPS Store

The UPS Store at Power and McDowell roads in 
the Albertsons shopping center will be partici-
pating in the 17th annual Operation Santa 

Claus Charity Drive.
Partnering with Sanderson Ford and ABC15, dona-

tions benefit local children’s charities, Southwest Autism 
Research and Resource Center, Military Assistance 

Mission, Special Olympics of Arizona 
and St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance. 
New toys, children’s clothing items, 
packaged food items or monetary 
donations will be accepted. 

Through December 19, with 
every accepted donation, you will 
be entered into a weekly drawing 
to be one of 15 finalists to win 
your choice of a new Ford F-150 
SuperCrew truck or Lincoln 
MKC crossover vehicle. All 
15 finalists will also receive a 
$100 Visa gift card.  

Additional information can 
also be found at https://
givetotheclaus.com. The 
UPS Store is located at 
2733 N. Power Road, 
Suite 102, at the south-
east corner of Power 
and McDowell roads. 
For more information, 
call (480) 641-1744, 
or email store3690@
theupsstore.com.

Medicare Annual Enrollment
CONCLUDES SOON 

Join The UPS Store in

OPERATION 
SANTA CLAUS
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Monday-Saturday  
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

What’s in Store?
Upscale gently used furniture, home 

goods, small appliances, wall art, jewelry, 
antiques, collectibles and more.

For more information, visit 
RobinsNestResale.com  
or call Robin or Joshua  

@ 480-984-8485

10% 

Off 
One Item

 facebook.com/RobinsNestResale

A Robin’s Nest Resale and Consignment Shop
(Alta Mesa Plaza)

5253 E. Brown Road, Suite 101 • Mesa, AZ 85205
480-984-8485

If you love the hunt and are thrilled by the catch, do your 
retail shopping therapy at A Robin’s Nest. You’re sure to 

find many extraordinary things!

Are you cleaning out, organizing, and want to be free 
from clutter? Relieve stress and turn your treasures into 

cash by consigning with us!

Does not include consignment 
or sale priced items.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from Robin’s Nest!

The
UPS
Store

SE CORNER OF POWER & MCDOWELL
2733 N. Power Road 

(NEXT TO ALBERTSONS) 

Mesa, AZ 85215
480.641.1744

www.theupsstorelocal.com/3690 
Hours: M-F 8:30 to 6:30, Sat 9 to 5

Shipping
Packaging
LTL Freight

Copying
Mailbox Rentals
USPS Services

Printing &
Finishing

Faxing
Notary

Packaging and 
Office Supplies

15%  OFF
Packaging Services

One coupon per customer. Expires 12/31/2018.

Ask about our Pack and Ship Guarantee!

Call me today  
for help 

navigating 
Annual 

Enrollment  
this year!

Lynne Jones
CELL: 

480-212-2246

ARE MEDICARE  
PLAN CHANGES  

TOO 
CONFUSING?
Some Medicare plans are prone to change 
more than others each year. Let me help 
take some of the confusion out of choosing a 
plan for 2018 and beyond.

• Have you received a letter 
showing that your plan’s  
rates have changed more  
than you would have liked?

• Would you like personalized 
help exploring your  
Medicare options?

You are not alone.  This time of year is 
very confusing for most people that are 
on a Medicare plan.

By calling this number, you will be connected  
to a licensed insurance agent.

By Darshan Dawson 

The Arizona winter, with its 
glorious climate, is prime 
time for youth athletics and 

active adult activities. 
More than 24 local hiking trails 

and no less than eight golf courses, 
youth and senior league sports, 
cycling and swimming, tennis and a 
smorgasbord of other outdoor activities available in the 
East Valley call to us get out and get active. But with that 
activity can come injuries, especially when we overdo it. 

Craig H. Weinstein, MD, MPH, of Sports and 
Orthopaedic Specialists (SOS), with offices in East 
Mesa and Gilbert, advises, “To help prevent injuries, 
ease into your activity, and start slowly. Begin with a 
warm-up session and end with a cool-down period. 
Stretching before and after your activity helps to keep 
your body limber.”   

An Arizona resident since high school, Dr. Weinstein 
returned to Arizona after earning his degree and fellow-
ship training to open his first practice in Downtown Mesa, 
later moving the practice to Gilbert. He has returned 
to East Mesa, opening a second location as a founding 
member of the Red Mountain Medical Plaza, pioneering 
an integrated, community-based medical care model 
referred to as a medical mall. 

“The concept allows us to focus on patient experi-
ence by bringing together a community of different 
providers, such as primary care and specialists, as well as 
ancillary health services that patients require, including 
pharmacy, labs and physical therapy, all under one roof,” 
Dr. Weinstein explained. “This is accomplished while 
preserving each individual’s own practice identity, own 
procedures, own speciality and expertise versus a tradi-
tional speciality clinic that is owned and run by a big 
hospital or corporation.”  

The so-called medical mall is an idea whose time has 
come. There now are more than 50 such care models located 
throughout the United States. Attracting more medical 
providers to the Red Mountain area of the northeast corner 

of Mesa is the motivation behind Dr. Weinstein’s interest 
in partnering with other medical professionals to bring the 
Red Mountain Medical Plaza to fruition. 

“There now are 14 physicians and many more 
ancillary services all working here together,” stated Kris 
Smith, one of the founding members. “All the doctor’s staff 
members interact with each other, so we all know each 
other like one big family.”  

Dr. Weinstein brings to the East Valley specializa-
tion in the treatment of shoulder and elbow injuries from 
activities that involve repetitive motion. Such activities 
include pitching, throwing, swimming, weightlifting or 
racket sports, as well as knee and ankle injuries from 
hiking, running and high impact sports or just years of 
hard use. 

He and his staff work with patients in a partnership 
to help restore health and mobility through state-of-
the-art joint preservation and advanced treatment of 
athletic injuries in both adult and adolescent patients. 
“In our practice,” stated Dr. Weinstein, “we explore all 
options when prescribing treatments, including exer-
cise, medications, physical therapy, palliative care, and 
ambulatory support, such as braces and other rehabilita-
tive therapies.”

One tool the doctor has pioneered over the past 10 
years to successfully diagnosis sports injuries is muscu-
loskeletal ultrasound. The use of ultrasound has greater 

benefits as a diagnostic tool for joint and soft tissue injuries 
over a traditional MRI. Ultrasound is safe, cost-effective 
and fast, providing high-resolution real-time images of 
muscles and tendons. 

Ultrasound also allows the patient to move during 
diagnostic testing, which facilitates a more precise iden-
tification of pain points, versus a traditional MRI, which 
requires the patient to remain motionless. 

Many young-at-heart seniors experience knee pain 
as a result of injury or years of wear and tear, which could 
mean a knee replacement. “People come to my office 
because they are active and consider themselves athletes. 
They are looking for some other answers for their knee 
pain,” Dr. Weinstein said. “When surgery is necessary, we 
use state-of-the-art techniques to allow for minimal pain 
and maximal recovery.” 

Setting SOS apart from other practices is the aware-
ness of the impact of a total knee replacement on lifestyle 
and activities levels, with the ability to offer alternatives. 
As many as 70 percent of his patients who received knee 
replacements opted for a partial replacement, a treatment 
developed for individuals to preserve the activity levels 
they enjoy from an active lifestyle. 

A less invasive and less complex surgical treatment, 
carrying with it shorter recovery time is a significant 
benefit of a partial knee replacement. Perhaps the most 
important benefit of a partial replacement over a total 
replacement is the higher level of mobility with fewer 
activity restrictions.  

The Sports and Orthopaedic Specialists office is located in 
the Red Mountain Medical Plaza at 8035 E. Brown Road, 
Building 4, at the corner of Brown Road and 80th Street. 
Office hours are Fridays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Gilbert office is located at 3487 S. Mercy Road, 
between Woodside Court and Rome Street. Office hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Red Mountain Medical Plaza is 
open to the public. For more information about Sports and 
Orthopaedic Specialists, or to find a medical professional, visit 
the website at rm-medicalplaza.com. 

It’s Prime Time for Outdoor Activities And Potential Resulting Injuries 

Craig H. Weinstein
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Self Development Academy
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD • CHARTER SCHOOL OF THE YEAR

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our goal is to inspire 
a passion for life-long learning. We provide nurturing, individualized 
learning strategies with new research-based and traditional learning 
methods.

Self Development Academy 
Grades K-8 now enrolling. (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

#1 Ranked School in Mesa  #2 Ranked K-8 School in ArizonaBefore/After-School Programs for ages 5-12. Summer camp too!

Because we can see the future.

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)

Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool prepares 
students for their elementary school success. 

They complete their kindergarten year reading fluently and solving 
mathematics problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

Self Development Preschool 
Call us: (480) 396-3522

1721 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

Start right. Right from the start.

Inspiring exceptional futures.Self Development
Preschool

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our goal is to inspire 
a passion for life-long learning. We provide nurturing, individualized 
learning strategies with new research-based and traditional learning 
methods.

Self Development Academy 
Grades K-8 now enrolling. (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

#1 Ranked School in Mesa  #2 Ranked K-8 School in ArizonaBefore/After-School Programs for ages 5-12. Summer camp too!

Because we can see the future.

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)

Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool prepares 
students for their elementary school success. 

They complete their kindergarten year reading fluently and solving 
mathematics problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

Self Development Preschool 
Call us: (480) 396-3522

1721 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

Start right. Right from the start.

Inspiring exceptional futures.Self Development
Preschool

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)
Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool 
prepares students for their elementary school success.

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our 
goal is to inspire a passion for life-long learning. We 
provide nurturing, individualized learning strategies with 
new research-based and traditional learning methods.

Students complete their kindergarten year 
reading fluently and solving mathematics 
problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

ENROLL NOW FOR 2018-2019. Limited Space. 
SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL

(480) 396-3522
1721 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ  85205

www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

SELF DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY
Grades K-8 (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ  85205
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

ENROLLING NOW 
for the 2019-20 

school year!
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Submitted by Staff of Self Development Academy

Are you an avid reader? Did you love reading as a 
child? What did adults in your life do to inculcate 
such love for reading, which became a lifelong 

passion?
To develop a love for reading, you must surround 

yourself with books. From the day your child is born, 
read to him. Not only should you read to him, but also 
read with him, so he becomes accustom to seeing you 
read. Setting aside a specific time for reading, just before 
bedtime, sitting together on a couch, creates a lifetime of 
fond memories of reading together as a family. 

Having books around the house, in every room, in 
the bathroom, on the kitchen table, sends the message 
to the children that books are important. In their rooms, 
have bookshelves full of books, attractively decorated and 
conspicuously placed. Books can be bought at bookstores, 
library sales or at second hand book stores. 

Do also give your child a special book, a favorite child-
hood book of yours, or maybe a real leather-bound book 

for keepsake, as a treasure. Let your children know that, 
indeed, he is fortunate to own books. 

Discuss the content of the books you are reading, 
and help your child connect with the world around her 
and the places she has never visited. You can say, “Tell 
me something you read today that you liked.” Imagine 
the conversation that might take place and the places it 
might take you.

Once you have created a setting for developing the 
passion for reading, how does your child become a good 
reader? Becoming a good reader is more than mastering 
the big words. Whether your student is just starting to 
recognize letters, or has been burying her nose in a book 
for years, we have an opportunity to develop strong readers 
in our students and in ourselves, and that might look 
different from what you expect.

In short, being a good reader is being functionally 
literate, which means you can understand complex issues, 
abstract ideas and new information after reading about them.

According to Dr. Willingham, a University of Virginia 
professor and reading expert, reading comprehension 
depends on several things beyond vocabulary. Readers 
understand what they read if they already have a founda-
tion of knowledge on the subject matter. Therefore, early 
education should spend less time on the mechanics of 
reading and more time on general information in areas like 
history and science.

At Self Development Academy, we are on the same 
page as Dr. Willingham, so to speak. Our mission is 
to raise up lifelong learners with a passion for gaining 
knowledge in subjects ranging from the arts, to computer 
programming, to science and mathematics.

As parents, you can help develop young reading minds 
in your children in several ways:

• Be intentional about content. On your next trip to 
the library or the bookshelf, help your student venture 
out past old favorites and into areas of non-fiction, 
biographies or history. Help your student find a book 
in which she is both interested and uninformed.

• Consider non-reading activities as literacy boons. 
Visiting museums, watching historical programs on 

TV and listening to audio books or podcasts will 
expand minds and continue to build a larger founda-
tion of knowledge, which will strengthen reading 
comprehension now and in the future.

• Focus on the mind, not the letters. Can your student 
correctly sound out antidisestablishmentarianism? 
Great. Does he know what it means and can he use 
it in a sentence? Even better. Do the words he reads 
inform him, help him to make thoughtful opinions, 
and contribute to the way he sees the world and inter-
acts in it? These questions get to the heart of reading, 
more than any grade, standardized test or impressive 
vocabulary word.
Reading helps your children become successful in 

school and later in life, as they continuously acquire new 
information through reading. Reading allows you to see 
others’ perspectives, as well as develop compassion and 
kindness. 

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; 
they are the most accessible and wisest of counselors and 
the most patient of teachers. – Charles W. Eliot 

For more information about Self Development Academy and 
its reading program, please contact us at (480) 641-2640. 

Help Your Child Develop a Passion for Reading
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Submitted by Toepel 
Company PC 

You may have heard 
rumors by now about the 
new 2018 tax reform bill.

These new tax reform 
changes went into effect this past 
Jan. 1. According to the Ways and 
Means Committee in the House 
of Representatives, the stated 
purposes of the new law include:

• Simplifying the tax process
• Preserving the mortgage interest deduction
• Eliminating Obamacare’s individual mandate penalty tax
• Increasing the standard deduction
• Providing more support to American families
• Providing relief for Americans with expensive 

medical bills
• Improving savings vehicles for education

This legislation could significantly alter your tax situ-
ation this year. Here is a summary of several changes that 
may affect you:

Standard Deduction Increases. No matter your 
filing status, the standard deduction increases in 2018.

• Single and Married Filing Separately: $12,000
• Married Filing Jointly: $24,000
• Head of Household: $18,000

Personal Exemption Eliminated. Under the tax 
reform, taxpayers can no longer claim the $4,050 personal 
exemption for each of their dependents.

Child Tax Credit Rises. The Child Tax Credit 
increases in value from $1,000 to $2,000. The tax reform bill 
also introduces a new $500 credit for non-child dependents.

State and Local Taxes Capped. Taxpayers can 
deduct up to $10,000 in state and local income taxes. 
Previously, there was no cap.

ACA Individual Mandate Repealed. Beginning 
in 2019, individuals who choose to go without health care 
coverage for the year will not have to pay tax penalties.

Mortgage Interest Deduction Drops. Individuals 
who purchase a home in 2018 can only deduct interest up 
to $750,000 in mortgage debt (previously, $1 million). The 
interest deduction on home equity loans is eliminated.

Estate Tax. The estate exemption doubles to $11.2 
million per individual and $22.4 million per couple in 2018.

Contribution Limits for Retirement Savings. 
Employees who participate in certain retirement plans, 
such as 401(k), 403(b), 457 and Thrift Savings Plans can 
now contribute as much as $18,500 this year. This is a 
$500 increase over the 2017 limit.

Savings in IRAs. Savers who contribute to individual 
retirement accounts will have higher income ranges 
following cost-of-living adjustments. Note that the deduc-
tion phases out for individuals and their spouses who are 
covered by workplace retirement plans.

For single taxpayers, the limit will be $63,000 to 
$73,000.

For married couples, the phase-out range will vary 
depending on whether the IRA contributor is covered by 
a workplace retirement plan or not. When the spouse who 
is investing has access to an employer plan, the range is 
$101,000 to $121,000. For individuals who don’t have a 
retirement plan but are married to someone who does, the 
phase-out has been raised to $189,000 to $199,000.

The phase-out was not adjusted for married indi-
viduals who file a separate return and who are covered by a 
workplace retirement plan. That range is $0 to $10,000.

Contributions to Roth IRAs. For individuals who 
are single or the heads of their households, the income 
phase-out has been raised to $120,000 to $135,000. 
For married couples who file jointly, the range climbs to 
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Italian & Mediterranean Cuisine 

PICK UP

14" one 
topping pizza

$8.99
Expires 12/31/18. 

Not to be combined  
w/any other offers.

DINE IN

$4 OFF
any 14" or 16"

specialty pizza

Expires 12/31/18. 
Not to be combined  
w/any other offers.

DELIVERY OR PICK UP

16" two topping 
pizza, large house 

salad & 2-liter drink

$21.99
Expires 12/31/18. 

Not to be combined  
w/any other offers.

ROMANTIC NIGHT

Choose any two 
entrees and a bottle 

of house wine

$35.99
Expires 12/31/18. 

Not to be combined  
w/any other offers.

MIX IT & ENJOY IT 
EVEN MORE (Dine-in only)

Choose any two of the following entrees for $22
pastas: Spaghetti or Fettuccine  

Your Way, Manicotti, Chicken Parmesan

mediteranian: Gyro Platter, Wood 
Fired Chicken, Chicken Shish Kabob, 

Mediterranean Chicken

*Mention this ad*

TEXT THE WORD MILANO'S TO 27126 
FOR EXCLUSIVE DEALS & DISCOUNTS!

 Let us do your holiday parties or catering!

We've 

recently

remodeled!

MILANO'S PIZZERIA Formally Bellagio

4545 E. McKellips, Ste. 103 - Mesa, AZ 85215
480-325-1600  FOLLOW US    

FINANCES

Paul Toepel

The Trump Tax Plan Probably Will Affect You

$189,000 to $199,000.
The phase-out was not adjusted for married indi-

viduals who file a separate return. That is $0 to $10,000.

Lost Deductions. The 2017 tax reform eliminated 
or restricted many itemized deductions beginning in 2018 
(including unreimbursed business expenses) and raised the 
standard deduction. That means fewer taxpayers are likely 
to itemize.

Bottom Line. Taxes can get confusing quickly. This 
new tax law could potentially affect what you pay by 
thousands of dollars. You may want to consult your tax or 
financial advisors.  

Paul Toepel is a CPA who has lived in Las Sendas for more 
than 17 years. His firm, Toepel Company PC, is a full-service, 
Mesa-based CPA firm offering a variety of services for more 
than 30 years.

These services include tax preparation and representation, 
accounting, fraud prevention and QuickBooks support. Their 
mission is, “To provide exceptional service, knowledge and 
experience, all while making you and your business successful.”

For more information, call (480) 833-8300. Toepel 
Company is located at 2500 S. Power Road, Suite 129.
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LAS SENDAS GOLF CLUB
Award Winning Dining, Fabulous Entertainment and World Class Golf

LAS SENDAS GOLF SHOP
OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR…

CHRISTMAS IN DECEMBER
Our Christmas Sale is on for the entire month of 
December. Fill Santa’s bag with 20 percent off all 
men’s and women’s apparel. Choose from all the latest 
fashions by designers Tail, Jamie Sadock, JoFit, Annika, 
Ping, FootJoy, Under Armour, Greg Norman, Travis 
Mathew, Antigua, Level Wear and Oakley. 

Las Sendas Golf Shop has all things for the golfer in 
your family, with many great gift ideas for under $20. 
Gift certificates are always available.

Save big on Las Sendas Private Label wines for those 
holiday gatherings. All wines are on special for 
$14.95 per bottle during December. Stock up on 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay and Pinot 
Grigio. Buy a case of wine, and mix and match if you 
like, for $156 per case. That’s only $13 per bottle for 
outstanding private label wines.

Merry Christmas to all Las Sendas residents from your 
Golf Shop Team—Rick, Diane, Nick, James and Nolan

FAMILY FUN AT LSGC
AFFORDABLE GOLF FOR  

THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Las Sendas Golf Club understands that the reason many 
young families do not join golf clubs is because it is too 
expensive. Young children can play only a few holes, and 
maybe your spouse doesn’t play enough golf to justify 
paying dues. 

We often hear comments like, “My kids lose 
interest after a few holes, and it makes no sense when 
they are too young.” We also hear, “Sometimes, my wife 
only plays a couple times a month, so it doesn’t justify 
the cost to join.”

Well, now Las Sendas Golf Club has the answer. 
Children ages 14 and younger, as well as your spouse, 
can play free golf after 3 p.m., seven days a week, and 
after noontime in the summer months. All principle 
members are available to take advantage of this amazing 
offer. Please contact Wayne McBean for member-
ship information on how to sign up for the Family 
Membership.

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE!  
JOIN NOW!
Fully Refundable—$29,900    
Non-Refundable—$15,000
Transferable One-Year Trial—$5,000   
Under Age 45 Junior—$2,500

For all membership inquires, contact Wayne McBean at 
(480) 396-4000, ext. 201, or send an email to  
wmcbean@lassendas.com.

THE VISTAS PAVILION
SAVE DURING OUR  

WINTER PROMOTION

Take advantage of our Winter Promotion and receive 
10 percent off venue fees for booking an event this 
January or February 2019. Just mention that you saw 
this notice in your Up Close neighborhood newspaper 
to receive your discount.

The Vistas Pavilion is the perfect venue for all 
events—winter parties, corporate team-building, 
meeting spaces, weddings, bridal showers, baby 
showers, celebration of life, bar and bat mitzvahs, 
weddings, celebration luncheons and more.

Plan an evening event, and you and your guests 
can experience a beautiful winter night from The Vistas 
Pavilion balcony while the sun sets in the West and the 
Valley lights begin to sparkle below. Enjoy great food 
and wines, too, along with the breathtaking views. 

Mention that you saw this notice, and receive 10 
percent off your venue fee during the months of January 
and February. We are excited to celebrate with you, so 
give us a call today. We are available seven days a week 
for private tours of the property and venues.

The Vistas Pavilion currently is booking for spring 
weddings, private events, celebrations and venue spaces.

For event bookings or questions regarding events, please 
contact Jess Miller at (480) 396-4000, ext. 227, or call 
her cell at (330) 396-0099. You also can send an email to 
jessmiller@lassendas.com.

By Dawn Abbey 

Tis the season of giving, and Las Sendas Golf Club 
has created a wonderful gift for all—The Patio 
and The Grille has just undergone a complete 

renovation, creating new and exciting spaces for dining and 
entertainment, all furnished with brand new tables, chairs 
and decor just in time for the holiday season.

Everyone is invited to spend some holiday time in 
these beautiful new surroundings.“Whatever your mood, 
there’s a section designed just for you,” said Director of 
Food and Beverage Dennis Shaw. “And remember, we’re 
always open to the public. If you’re not up for dinner, just 
come by and enjoy a drink on The Patio at sunset.” 

Want a cup of holiday cheer? Want to relax with 
friends or catch up on the games? Enter through the front 
door into Bogey’s Lounge, formerly the steak house and 
members’ event venue, that has been totally transformed 
into a comfy sports bar lounge. You’ll be welcomed into 
upholstered chairs and a padded banquet for relaxed seating 
at tables focused toward several big-screen TVs. In addition 
to your favorite libations, a limited bar menu is available.

The wall that formerly 
separated Bogey’s from the 
main bar is gone, but the 
sports lounge area now seems 
even more secluded and cozier 
than before. It also provides a 
separation from the animated 
activities of the lounge so as not 
to spill over into the dining area.

Too tired to cook, but want 
a fine dining experience, date 
night or family meal together? 
Enter in the side door and 
be greeted by a host who will 
escort you to the right for a 
table at the wine bar, or to the left for your choice of dining 
indoors in the completely remodeled dining room. You 
also can be escorted outdoors to The Patio, with its new 
pergola cover, shades and cooling fans for summer, as well 
as heaters and fire pits for those cooler nights.

Maybe you’d just like to kick back after a hectic day 
of shopping malls and crazy traffic. 
Enjoy a drink and some small plates 
on The Patio while watching the 
sunset. The lower level patio is now 
set up with tables surrounding fire 
pits and an entertainment stage for 
nightly live music. Happy Hour 
still is on from 3 to 5 p.m., with 
discounts on drinks and bar food.

The new furnishings are not 
only beautiful, but they also offer 
a lot of flexibility by utilizing a 

number of small square tables that can be an intimate 
seating for a couple or two. These tables also can be 
pushed together easily to seat larger parties without the 
need for big tables.

Not only are the surroundings new and exciting, but 
Dennis also promises many new options with the lunch 
and dinner menus. “In addition to our well-loved burgers, 
sandwiches, entrées and small plates, we are introducing 
some more fine dining options, like Grilled Caribbean 
Shrimp in Beer Butter Broth, Roasted Beet Cerviche, 
Short Ribs or Seared Tuna with Sugarashi,” he said. “We’ve 
tried to create an amazing location that has a little some-
thing for everyone. So, come over and check us out during 
this holiday season.”

The Patio and The Grille are located at Las Sendas Golf Club, 
7555 E. Eagle Crest Drive. For reservations, call  
(480) 396-4000, or go to lassendas.com or OpenTable.com.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON IN NEW SURROUNDINGS

AT THE PATIO AND THE GRILLE
‘
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Looking to keep your tax
dollars close to home?
Take advantage of Mesa
Public Schools’ ECA state
tax credit program. It’s
available to all Arizona
taxpayers* and allows for a
dollar-for-dollar reduction
in state income tax owed.
A win for students - a win
for you.

Mesa Public Schools—
the best place to learn.

*Please consult your tax adviser.

mpsaz.org  |      mpsaz  |          @mpsaz  |  480-472-0000  |  63 E. Main St. · Mesa, AZ 85201

EDUCATION COMMUNITY

Story by Laurie Struna
Photo submitted by Mesa Public Schools

College tours provide a valuable 
opportunity for high school 
students to plan their futures. 

However, the cost of travel can be 
prohibitive to many families. This October, 
Mesa High School teacher Jenny Brierton 
was able to take her students on a four-
state college tour, thanks to extracurricular 
activity (ECA) tax credit contributions 
from the community.

Jenny is a coordinator for Mesa High 
School’s Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) program. AVID 
is a college readiness program designed to 
prepare students for life after high school, 
and one important component is to help 
students overcome obstacles and achieve 
success. With a cost of $675 per student, 
the college tour was a hardship for many 
of Jenny’s students. Luckily, ECA monies 
were available to fund 90 percent of the 
trip.

Jenny accompanied 48 students and 
four chaperones on the seven-school 
college tour, where they participated in 
team-building experiences and a visit to 

Submitted by Patricia Book

More than 25 artists from Mesa 
Art League (MAL) will show 
and sell their artwork at 

Arizona State University (ASU) 
Gammage Auditorium, from Dec. 19 
through Jan. 28. 

Theatregoers attending the 
December and January shows will 
have an opportunity to view or 
purchase a variety of art, which will 
include about 50 works that are oils, 
acrylics, watercolor or mixed media. 

Mesa Art League members are 
happy to display their work during 
the busy December schedule at 
ASU Gammage, which will include 
the 2018 K-Love Christmas and 
Manheim Steamroller Christmas, 
two very popular musicals. During 
January, theatregoers can attend 
Hello Dolly and Silent Voice: 
Lovestate, as well as view the  
MAL artwork.

“We are happy to have another 
show at Gammage,” said President of 
MAL Loralee Stickel-Harris. “Many 
of the works we have seen in our 
art league recently are very exciting and 
of high quality. The opportunity to have 
another exhibition at ASU Gammage is a 
privilege for our members.”

“The historic hall, built by Frank 
Lloyd Wright, is always a wonderful 
venue for our artists,” stated Patricia 
Book, a graduate of ASU and member of 
MAL. “I look forward to revisiting ASU 
Gammage, which I found so exciting as a 
student at ASU.” 

the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.
“Having the opportunity to experi-

ence college programs in person is a game 
changer,” Jenny shared. “It is the place where 
our students will call home during their 
college years. They need to feel comfortable, 
so they can continue to learn, grow and 
contribute as members of the community.”

Senior Yamiletzy Moreno shares that 
the AVID trip helped her select the college 
she will attend next fall. Without ECA, 
she wouldn’t have been able to experience 
what her future may hold.

“I made a lot of great friends on 
this trip and created unforgettable 
memories,” Yamiletzy said. “The most 
important part is that I got into one of 
the best business schools in Colorado, 
and I can’t wait to attend The University 
of Northern Colorado.”

The ECA tax credit program is an 
easy way to help Mesa’s students while 
enjoying a dollar-for-dollar credit. Each 
year, eligible Arizona taxpayers may 
donate up to $200, or $400, if filing jointly, 
to extracurricular programs. Eligible 
taxpayers will receive the money back as a 
credit when filing their state taxes.

“Every dollar counts when it comes to 
ECA monies,” said Carol Alexander, super-
visor of student activities. “If a community 
member would like to contribute, but 
doesn’t have a specific student or school 
in mind, we can direct funds toward the 
schools that need it most.”  

For more information or to contribute online, 
visit mpsaz.org/eca. Mesa residents are 
invited to call (480) 472-0133 with ques-
tions or to contribute via phone. 

The exhibit will be open to the 
general public for tours on Mondays at  
1 p.m., at 2 p.m. or at 3 p.m. Please meet 
at the Box Office. For scheduling tours, or 

any other special requests, contact ASU 
Gammage at (480) 965-6912. Please 
note, tours will not be offered on  
Dec. 24 or Dec. 31, when ASU Gammage 
is closed for the holidays.  

The ASU Gammage Auditorium is located 
on the Tempe campus of the university, at 
Mill Avenue and Apache Boulevard, at  
1200 S. Forest Ave. For tickets, call the Box 
Office at (480) 965-3434.

ECA CONTRIBUTIONS PROVIDE 
transformative student opportunities

Mesa Art League Presents 
Show at ASU Gammage
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WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH—FIND OUT TODAY www.InstantHomeValueAZ.com

w w w . H o m e s 2 S e l l A Z . c o m

Lorraine Ryall Associate Broker, CDPE, CSSN

(602) 571-6799 | Lorraine@Homes2SellAZ.com
VALLEY REAL ESTATE
EXPERTS SINCE 1972

DON'T JUST LIST YOUR HOME—SELL IT

Buying or selling a home can be stressful.   
Finding the right Realtor® shouldn’t be. 
Specializing in Las Sendas and East Mesa—a local resident since 1998 

FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE WITH COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES:
• Home Evaluation • Exclusive Marketing Plan • Professional Photography         
• Virtual Tours • Home Staging • Repair and Upgrades Consultation

RANKED TOP 1% of REALTORS®
in Maricopa County  

We've used Lorraine for several 
sales of houses and she's always 
very professional and responsive 
to our questions and concerns. 
It makes the process go easier 
when you have someone you 
can trust working with you and 
Lorraine is that type of agent. 
We highly recommend her. 
–Mike and Cindy

Las Sendas 
1 Acre Lot - $250,000
Breathtaking Views

Red Mountain Ranch
Private Back Yard - $325,000

2175 sq ft - 3 Bed, 2 Bath

Backs to Preserve - No HOA
RV Garage - $449,000

2033 sq ft - 3 Bed, 2.5 Bath

Wynstone 
Huge Back Yard - $260,000

1462 sq ft - 4 Bed, 2 Bath

REAL ESTATE

By Lorraine Ryall
Associate Broker, CNE, 
CDPE, CSSN
KOR Properties

Tis the season to be jolly, 
and my favorite time 
of the year. I want to 

take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who reads my articles 
and especially those of you who 
have become my clients and friends over the past years.

THE HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS
In early Christianity, the birth of Jesus was not celebrated 
until the fourth century. Pope Julius I chose Dec. 25 in 
an effort to adopt and absorb the traditions of the pagan 
Saturnalia festival. 

First called the Feast of the Nativity, the custom 
spread to Egypt by 432 and to England by the end of the 
sixth century. Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox 
churches, Christmas is celebrated 13 days after Dec. 25, 
referred to as the Epiphany or Three Kings Day, believed to 
be when the three wise men found Jesus in the manger.

On Christmas, believers attended church. They then 
celebrated raucously in a drunken, carnival-like atmo-
sphere similar to today’s Mardi Gras. 

AN OUTLAW CHRISTMAS
In the early 17th century, religious reform changed 
the way Christmas was celebrated in Europe. 
In 1645, when Oliver Cromwell and his 
Puritan forces took over England, they 
vowed to rid England of decadence 
and, as part of their effort, cancelled 
Christmas. By popular demand, 
Charles II was restored to the throne 
and, with him, came the return of the 
popular holiday.

The pilgrims coming to America in 
1620 were more orthodox in their Puritan 

beliefs than Cromwell. Therefore, Christmas was not a 
holiday in early America. From 1659 to 1681, Christmas 
actually was outlawed in Boston. Anyone exhibiting the 
Christmas spirit was fined five shillings. 

After the American Revolution, English customs fell 
out of favor, including Christmas. In fact, Christmas wasn’t 
declared a federal holiday until June 26, 1870.

It wasn’t until the 19th century that Americans began 
to embrace Christmas. Americans reinvented Christmas, 
changing it from a raucous carnival holiday, to a family-
centered day of peace and nostalgia. 

 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Around this time, English author Charles Dickens 
created the classic holiday tale A Christmas Carol. The 
story’s message—the importance of charity and goodwill 
toward all humankind—struck a powerful chord in the 
United States and England. Members of Victorian society 
understood the benefits of celebrating the holiday.

The family also was becoming more sensitive to 
the emotional needs of children during the early 1800s. 
Christmas provided families with a day to lavish atten-
tion—and gifts—on their children without appearing to 
spoil them.

As Americans began to embrace Christmas as a 
perfect family holiday, old customs were unearthed. 
People looked toward recent immigrants and Catholic 
and Episcopalian churches to see how the day should 
be celebrated. In the next 100 years, Americans built a 

Christmas tradition all their own, which included pieces 
of many other customs, including decorating trees, 

sending holiday cards and giving gifts.
Wishing you and your family a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Lorraine Ryall has been a Multi-Million 
Dollar producer for the past nine years. You 
can reach Lorraine at (602) 571-6799. You 

also can send her an email at Lorraine@
Homes2SellAZ.com, or visit her website at 

Homes2SellAZ.com.

Lorraine Ryall

‘

The Christmas Holiday is Steeped in History

RECIPE: CROCK POT CHICKEN CHILI
Ingredients
2 tablespoons olive oil
2.5 pounds boneless, skinless chicken breasts cut into bite 

size pieces
1 small onion diced
1/2 cup diced green pepper
1/2 cup diced red pepper
1 tablespoon minced garlic
14.5 ounce can Hunts Fire-roasted Diced Tomatoes
2 cans cannellini beans, undrained
1 can black beans, drain and rinsed
1 2-ounce can diced chile peppers
2 teaspoons cumin
1 1/2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 1/2 teaspoons chili powder
1 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 teaspoon salt (adjust as needed)
1 1/2 cans of water
shredded cheese (optional)
sour cream (optional)

Directions
• Heat the olive oil in a skillet, and sauté the chicken for 

about 5 minutes.
• Add the onion, green peppers and garlic to the skillet.
• Toss well and sauté for 1 to 2 minutes.
• Pour the contents of the skillet into a 6-quart crockpot.
• Add the next 10 ingredients to the crockpot, stir well.
• Cook for 4 hours on high.
• To thicken: After 3 hours of cooking, mix cool water and 

cornstarch and add to the crockpot.
• Stir, cover, and cook for the remaining hour or until the 

chicken is cooked through.
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RED MOUNTAIN
RANCH LAS

SENDAS

Looking for a professional executive 
suite or flexible office space?
Come on in and take a tour!

Furnished or unfurnished options

Large conference room for 
meetings and presentations 
Free high-speed Wi-Fi 
And much moAnd much more!

• 
•

 
• 
••

Give us a call at:
(480) 455-1411
3514 N Power Rd Suite #115   |   Mesa, AZ 85215

RedMountainExecutiveSuites.com

EXECUTIVE SUITES &
OFFICE SPACES

STARTING FROM $349/MO

GRAND OPENING

Unparalleled Service. 
Happy Clients. 
Proven Results. 

Your trusted  
Area HomeSmart  
Real Estate Professionals 

Donna Luger & Jon Englund, B.S., GRI 
Broker Associates, CNE, e-Pro, CPRES 

Direct: Donna: 480-227-1974 \ Jon: 480-650-1422 
Email: Info@eAZHomes.com  

Website: www.eAZHomes.com 

Cell (480) 244-1305   
Phone (480) 207-7480                                                     

Fax (480) 779-1219 
dreger@azgat.com 

Dona Reger 
Account Executive 

North East Mesa                                                
1314 N Recker Rd., Ste. 104                                      
Mesa, AZ  85205     

Discounts Offered To: 
Active Military 

Teachers 
Firefighters 

Police 
First Time Home Buyers  

Supporting Non-Profit & Charity 
Organizations We donate a portion 

of our Escrow Fee to Approved 
Non-Profit & Charity Groups*  

If you have a brokerage relationship with 
another agency, this is not intended as a 
solicitation. *Restrictions Apply. See Your 

Representative For Details.  

By Jon Englund 

Downsizing? 
Determined 
to get rid 

of stuff no longer 
needed? Cleaning out 
a home or an estate? 
Stop! Know Before 
You Throw.

A few months ago, I invited you to 
tell me about your collections. Well, this 
month’s collector is enamored with Persian 
rugs. You might say she rolled out the red 
carpet for me with her collection. (Sorry, 
but I just couldn’t pass that up.) 

What people call Persian rugs often 
refers to a broad range of hand-knotted 
rugs from the Middle East and the 
Orient. These areas of the world have a 
long history of rug weaving, with many 
displaying bold colors and patterns unique 
to their village or nomadic tribe. An 
authentic Persian rug would be one woven 
in the country of Iran. 

Rug weaving dates back thousands of 
years. But given the fragile, organic nature 
of the materials used, and the fact that 
these rugs generally saw a great deal of use, 
few survive that are more than a couple of 
hundred years old. 

Many factors impact value, including 
region of origin, condition, design and 

knots per square inch, to name 
a few. Some of the regions 

that produced desired 
fine rugs are Tabriz, 

Kashan, 
Isfahan, 
Nain and 
Qom. 
While some 

LOCAL BUSINESS

KNOW BEFORE YOU THROW
of these rugs can cost tens of thousands of 
dollars, lesser grade rugs can be purchased 
for a few hundred dollars. These affordable 
rugs are quite beautiful and complemen-
tary to many different styles of furniture, 
allowing for the enjoyment of these lovely, 
handcrafted works of art for our floors.

The collection that inspired this 
month’s article was a variety of colors and 
bold patterns, which complemented her 
furniture quite nicely. We actually sold 
this collector’s home a few weeks ago, so 
you can view all of her rugs by visiting 
SunlandLiving.com online and clicking on 
the (photo) Gallery.

Thank you so much for sharing your 
area of collecting with me. Please let me 
know about your interesting collection, as I 
would love the opportunity to feature it in 
an upcoming article.  

Send me an email at Jon@
KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO, or give me 
a call at (480) 699-1567 (a landline, so no 
text) and let me know what’s in your closet. 
Hopefully, I can feature your collection in 
the coming months.  

Jon Englund has more than 30 years of expe-
rience in appraising and liquidating personal 
property, jewelry, art, collectibles, antiques, 
furniture, printed items and more, as well 
as more than 15 years of experience in real 
estate. A Midwest transplant, Jon trained at 
New York University in appraisal studies.

Donna Luger has assisted during that 
time, and is a veteran Associate Broker 
and Realtor with HomeSmart Realty—
Elite Group.

For more information, call (480) 
699-1567. You also can send an email to 
Jon@KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO.

Jon Englund and Donna Luger

LOCAL BUSINESS

By Jamie Killin

With the New Year around the 
corner, ways to maximize 
productivity, save money 

and make positive workplace changes are 
top of mind, and finding an exceptional 
co-working space is a great way for many 
businesses to start 2019 strong. 

Red Mountain Executive Suites is 
offering small Mesa businesses a modern, 
upscale new space in which to work. 
The environment is perfect for the solo 
entrepreneur ready to advance past his 
in-home business, or for a small company 
looking for all the amenities of a large 
office without the hefty price tag or 
wasted space. 

“I used to work from home, and 
people would always think working from 
home was so convenient,” said owner 
Dennis Seifert. “But, in reality, it’s not, 
especially when you have young kids and 
distractions. It’s much easier to be efficient 
in a dedicated work space, especially when 
you have access to the amenities we have 
here, like the high-speed Internet, free 
printing and community board room.” 

The space offers networking oppor-
tunities and access to amenities, such as 
board rooms, a game room, community 
kitchen, receptionist services, furnished 
offices and much more for a competitive, 
inclusive price. 

Right now, the newly opened execu-
tive suites offer availability in some of its 
most coveted spaces. Choices include 
offices with direct access from outside the 
building, large enough areas for teams of 
up to 30 or more and prime positioning 
with floor-to-ceiling windows.

“As we’re bringing in our first tenants, 
we’re getting great feedback on the space 
and the competitive all-inclusive pricing,” 
said Dennis. “Now is an especially great 
time to move, with the start of the New 
Year and our availability in the best spaces.” 

Tenants also have the option to move 
into a fully furnished executive suite or 
set of cubicles, making moving offices or 
opening a new office easier than ever. 

Suites average 10 feet by 13 feet, with 
floor-to-ceiling windows and high-quality 
finishes in a modern, contemporary space. 
Plus, offices can be enclosed and locked 
separately for security and peace of mind.

In addition to Red Mountain 
Executive Suites’ amenities and flexibility, 
it provides a prime location in the heart 
of East Mesa, near Las Sendas and Red 
Mountain Ranch, close to restaurants, 
shopping and the Red Mountain Freeway.  

Red Mountain Executive Suites is located at 
3514 N. Power Road, Suite 115. For more 
information, or to schedule a tour, call  
(480) 455-1411. 

 

Executive Suites Offer Great Value, Better  
Work Environment for Productive New Year
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Submitted by Vice Mayor and 
Councilmember David Luna

This December, Mesa 
will end the year with a 
festive bang.

Holiday happenings, 
downtown festivals and creative 
workshops are bound to keep 
residents and visitors enter-
tained through the rest of 2018.

Put on your candy cane 
pajamas and hop on the Polar 
Express Light Rail car to visit Mesa’s 
annual Merry Main Street, which runs 
through Jan. 4. Start with ice skating at 
the Winter Wonderland outdoor ice rink 
at Mesa’s City Plaza, and then grab a treat 
and some cocoa from Jack Frost’s Food 
Truck Forest in Pioneer Park. 

The local shops in Downtown Mesa 
also will be bustling, offering the chance to 
snag last-minute gifts for your friends and 
family. Take out-of-town guests to visit the 
four-story tall Christmas tree in the center 
of it all, and if you run into Santa on Friday 
or Saturday, be sure to snag a sELFie with 
him at one of the many photo stations. 

Add the i.d.e.a. Museum and Arizona 
Museum of Natural History to your list, 
and visit on Museum Discover Day, Friday, 
Dec. 14, from 6 to 10 p.m. Both museums 
will offer free admission during this short 
time period, and they are the perfect 
spots to pick up last-minute gifts for the 
budding scientist or curious artist. 

The festivities continue at the Mesa 
Arts Center (MAC), with a full entertain-
ment lineup. December performances kick 
off with Trey Anastasio on Dec. 3, and 
the fun continues with Sing!—An Irish 
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WWW.LASSENDASDENTALHEALTH.COM
WHITER TEETH IN UNDER ONE HOUR
In Office Whitening: $400, PLUS take-
home whitening trays: $800 Value!

ZOOM! 
Tooth Whitening

CALL TODAY!
(480) 283-5854

Dr. C. Martin Farnsworth, DMD
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD 

2947 North Power Road  
Suite 103, Mesa

We accept most insurance plans, credit  
cards, & E-Z payment plans, o.a.c.

Certified 
Invisalign® Providers

I LOVE TO 
SMILE!

A Leader in Full Service, High-Tech Dentistry

NOW OFFERING 
Hours!

A Confident, Beautiful Smile says a lot about who you are.

• Dentistry for the whole family
• Cerec “All Ceramic Crowns” -  

1 appointment crowns available!
• Cosmetic Smile Enhancements 

Veneers & Porcelain Crowns
• Implants - Placement & Crowns
• Root Canal Therapy
• Oral Surgery 

Including Wisdom Teeth
• Afraid of Dentists? 

Nitrous Oxide Sedation Available
• A Team of Professionals 

Here to Help You Smile

EMERGENCIES SEEN SAME DAY!

COMMUNITY

Christmas on Dec. 5. On Dec. 
9, The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever, The Musical will show 
before a magical concert by Salt 
River Brass’ Holiday Pops. 

Dave Santa Koz and 
Friends also will be returning 
to MAC on Dec. 15, followed 
by several performances of The 
Nutcracker by Ballet Etudes, a 
performance of All Is Calm: the 
Christmas Truce of 1914 on  

Dec. 18, Jason Mraz and Toca Rivera on 
Dec. 21 and Home Free on New Year’s Eve. 

If you find yourself wanting more, 
save room in your schedule for Mesa Arts 
Festival, on Dec. 8 and 9. The festival 
will offer activities for the family, artist 
demonstrations, live entertainment and 
culinary delights to enjoy.

It has been a pleasure to serve as your 
vice mayor and councilman this year.  
I want to wish you and your family best 
wishes for a merry holiday season and 
throughout the coming year.  

With any questions or concerns you may 
have for District 5, I am available via email 
at District5@MesaAZ.gov or via phone at 
(480) 644-3771.

Lots of Holiday Entertainment
Events Are Planned for District 5

David Luna
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2629 E. Lockwood St. 2,191 Ranch de Arboleda $345,000

4944 E. Greenway Cir. 2,515 Mira Mesa $345,000

5827 E. Jensen St. 2,520 Silverado $350,000

1508 N. 24th St. 2,170 Chateau d’Arnett $376,500

1644 N. Acacia Cir. 2,482 Hy-Den Place $379,000

5928 E. Fox Cir. 2,754 Alta Mesa $380,000

2013 E. Inca St. 3,525 Hy-Den Place $390,000

303 E. Encanto St. 2,612 Mountain View Highlands $402,500

3118 E. Hermosa Vista Dr. 3,225 Vista Mesa $415,000

3325 E. Fairfield St. 2,802 Groves $418,000

2319 E. Inca St. 3,416 Hy-Den Place $420,000

1242 N. Norwalk St. 3,988 Estate Groves $440,000

3027 E. Preston St. 2,615 Lehi Crossing $475,000

4420 E. Elmwood St. 2,832 Groves East $482,000

2326 E. Laurel St. 3,359 Citrus Del Ray $504,000

3746 E. Omega Cir. 2,840 Somerset Estates $515,000

929 N. Orchard St. 4,070 Thayer Estates $535,000

2344 E. Mallory Cir. 4,022 Hermosa Vistas $550,000

3429 E. Norcroft Cir. 3,568 Hermosa Groves North $565,000

4054 E. Fox St. 4,444 Mahogany $585,000

3512 E. Menlo Cir. 4,276 Hermosa Groves $685,000

3754 E. Fairfield St. 3,995 Trovita Norte $706,696

3846 E. Ivy St. 4,333 Groves North $800,000

3952 E. Encanto St. 5,053 Trovita Estates $807,000

2342 E. Menlo Cir. 5,740  Hermosa Vistas $818,000

3429 E. Jasmine Cir. 6,491 Arboleda $950,000

1550 N. 40th St., #2 6,318 Citrus Manor $965,000

1550 N. 40th St., #9 7,414 Citrus Manor $1,475,000

1455 N. Legacy 10,200 Legacy $2,750,000

Real Estate In The Groves

brought to you by:

John Karadsheh

Groves Area  
Market Report

Sales over $340,000 for the 
Month of October 2018

Address
Square

Feet
Sold PriceCommunity

Information gathered from the Arizona Regional Multiple Listing Service is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
Sales Information Provided By John Karadsheh, ABR, CRS, DESIGNATED BROKER  •  KOR Properties www.KORproperties.com 

LOCAL BUSINESS

By Jamie Killin

Teodora Gale found her passion 
as a barber when she was just a 
teenager, cutting the hair of her 

nine brothers while she was growing up. 
While cutting hair continued to be 

a hobby, it was when she moved to the 
United States from Mexico with her 
four sons that she became a licensed hair 
stylist in 2005.

After nearly 15 years of cutting hair 
professionally, she has opened her own 
barber shop—T and Joe’s, with her eldest 
son, Joe.

T and Joe’s, which opened its doors 
earlier this year, specializes in giving 
customers a traditional barber shop 
experience, complete with top-of-the-
line service. 

“I want it to be an enjoyable envi-
ronment for anyone who 

enters my business,” said 
Teodora. “It’s an old-
fashioned barber shop 
with hot towels, and we 
massage the shoulders 
and the hair.” 

Barber Shop Offers Lifetime of Experience 
AND OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE

The family-owned barber shop ensures 
every customer leaves feeling his best by 
providing ear and nose trimming services 
that go beyond the standard haircut.

Teodora has created an environment 
that is welcoming and comfortable for all 
guests, too, with the look of a traditional 
barber shop, quiet old-fashioned music 
and a spotless space. 

“I want to do the best for people and 
have a very clean place,” she said. 

During her years of working in barber 
shops across the Valley, Teodora chose 
to open her shop in North Mesa because 
of the fantastic clientele she found here, 
sharing that people in this area had been 
kinder than anywhere else. 

“I really love the people in this area,” 
Teodora said. “It’s where I’ve opened my 
business because the people are so kind. 
As many as 99.9 percent of people have 
been so kind to my son and me.”   

T and Joe’s Barber Shop is located at 1118 
N. Recker Road, Suite 104. To learn more, 
or to schedule an appointment, call (480) 
830-0690. 

HEALTH

By Garrett Johnson, PT, DPT
Spooner Physical Therapy

Recreation and exercise play an 
important role in our lives. 

They add enjoyment and 
provide significant health benefits, 
including improved energy and stamina, 
improved mood and attention, and a 
decreased risk of a variety of illnesses, 
such as heart disease, diabetes and obesity. 
Along with these positive aspects, there 
always is the chance that you could sustain 
an injury, and chronic pain can limit your 
enjoyment of these activities.

Whether your preferred recreation 
involves swinging a club or racket, walking, 
swimming or riding, mobility through a 
variety of body regions and joints is neces-
sary to complete these activities. A lack of 
mobility in one area can have significant 
effects on pain symptoms in another area. 

For example, if you have ever felt pain 
in your back after a round of golf, have 
you considered that your hips may be the 
cause? A lack of mobility in the hips will 
require you to use your back more for 
your swing, which can result in your back 
becoming overworked and sore. 

The same can be said for many limita-
tions. Pain in one area can lead to pain in 
other areas and can decrease your ability 
to participate or even stop you from the 
activities you enjoy. 

Pain with recreation also can 
translate into discomfort when trying to 
do other daily activities, such as walking, 
driving, working or taking care of the 
house or yard.

In order to complete activities you 
enjoy and reduce the risk of injury, you 

can implement various practices, including 
completing an active warmup before 
starting your recreational activity, working 
with a sports trainer on proper technique, 
or seeing a physical therapist. 

Physical therapists are movement 
specialists who work specifically on 
improving your mobility in order to 
reduce pain and get you back to the activi-
ties you love.

While it is important to maintain 
an active lifestyle, it also is important to 
ensure your activities are completed in a 
safe manner that limit painful symptoms 
and enhance your continued participation 
and enjoyment.   

Spooner Physical Therapy, in North Mesa, 
is located at 6824 E. Brown Road. To 
learn more, call (480) 924-5514, or visit 
spoonerpt.com/locations/north-mesa.

Maximize Enjoyment of Recreational
Activities and Limit Risk of Injury

Call today for a complimentary assessment  
and mention you saw us in Up Close!

Bringing  Health In Motion
to the Mesa Community!

 SPOONER NORTH MESA
6824 E. BROWN RD. | MESA, AZ 85207

PHONE: (480) 924-5514 | FAX: (480) 924-5518

Please visit our website at 
SPOONERPT.COM for more information 

and our locations valley wide.

General Orthopedics

Spine Rehab

Injury Prevention

Workers’ Compensation Rehab

Sports Injury Rehab

ASTYM Treatment

Vestibular Rehab

Post-Concussion Treatment

Dry Needling
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Natascha Ovando-Karadsheh, Owner/Associate Broker  
Christina Ovando, Owner/REALTOR Emeritus®      

KORproperties.com   480.568.8680 

RESULTS DRIVEN, COMMUNITY MINDED, ETHICAL & READY TO WORK FOR YOU 

EAST VALLEY REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS! 

LAS SENDAS GOLF COURSE LOT 
3739Avoca.com 

$729,000 

LAS SENDAS TUSCAN 
4054ElSereno.com 

$819,900 

VILLA TUSCANO 
VillaTuscanoEstate.com  

$2,350,000 

LAS SENDAS 
3,657 SF / 6 BR / 4 BA 

$487,500 

LAS SENDAS LOT 
.55 ACRES 
$269,000 

LAS SENDAS LUXURY CUSTOM 
4346DesertOasis.com 

$1,595,000 

VIEW DECK! 

PRIVATE GATED ESTATE PRIVATE VIEW LOT! 

SOLD! 

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! 

GUEST CASITA! 

LAS SENDAS LUXURY CUSTOM 
7847CopperCanyon.com 

$1,675,000 

FULL ATTACHED GUEST HOUSE 

LAS SENDAS LUXURY CUSTOM 
8151EchoCanyon.com 

$874,500 

AMAZING VALUE! 

CACHET @ LAS SENDAS 
1,388 SF / 2 BR / 2 BA 

$262,000 

JUST SOLD! 

LAS SENDAS 
2,226 SF / 4 BR / 2 BA 

$475,000 

REMODELED! 

LAS SENDAS LUXURY CUSTOM 
3565CrystalPeak.com 

$1,275,000 

SPECTACULAR VIEWS! 

LAS SENDAS LUXURY CUSTOM 
8113EchoCanyon.com 

$1,395,000 

ENTERTAINER’S DREAM! 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED MARKET CONSULTATION 480.568.8680 

CITY LIGHT & MOUNTAIN VIEWS! 

REAL ESTATE EXPERTS 
SINCE 1972 

SAGUARO MOUNTAIN 
3,047 SF / 4 BR / 2.5 BA 

$540,000 

LAS SENDAS LOT 
2.02 ACRES 
$430,000 

JUST SOLD! BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! 

OAKWOOD @ SUN LAKES 
2,646 SF / 4 BR / 3 BA 

$425,000 

GUEST CASITA! 

WINDSONG @ LAS SENDAS 
1,131 SF / 2 BR / 2 BA 

$240,000 

JUST SOLD! 
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EDUCATION LOCAL BUSINESS

A premium home cleaning 
service for those who 

demand consistency, quality, 
and have an appreciation  

for the details.

(480) 924-2096
www.CarnationHome 

CleaningInc.com
All quotes given by phone 

or website.

By Sara Anderson

The Mountain View High School Speech and 
Debate Team hosted the 27th annual Toro 
Country Classic this past November. 

According to Mountain View’s coach Meg Howell-
Haymaker, this annual competitive speech and debate 
tournament drew 721 students. Approximately 150 coaches, 
judges and volunteers, from 47 schools in New Mexico and 
Flagstaff, also took part, as well as local schools in Gilbert, 
Mesa, Tempe, Chandler, Phoenix and Ahwatukee.

In two days of intense competition, students 
competed in a variety of events, including extemporaneous 
speaking about current events, presentation of an original 
oratory, humorous or dramatic interpretation (acting), 
duet acting and team, individual or legislative debate. 

Depending on the style of debate, teams tackled the 
issues of price controls on the pharmaceutical industry, 
national immigration policy, whether humans are 
primarily motivated by self-interest, or if the people’s right 
to know about a candidate for public office outweighs 
individual privacy. 

First held during the 1991-1992 school year, the 
Toro Country Classic has tripled in size since Speech 
and Debate coach Meg Howell-Haymaker started it. To 

keep the whole production running smoothly this year, 
the Mountain View team members were on their feet 
collecting ballots from judges, taking them to be tabu-
lated, posting results, cleaning the competition rooms, 
staffing the snack bar, and working in the judges’ and 
coaches’ hospitality room. 

It added up to two long days for the Mountain View 
team, with lots of work and lots of excitement. Senior Izzy 
Boker’s favorite part was posting the names of students 
who advanced to semi-final and final rounds. “It’s the most 
anticipated part of the tournament,” Izzy said. “It’s really 
cool to watch hundreds of kids’ reactions as you drop the 
posters for semis and finals.”

For sophomore Aubrey Zink, working at the tour-
nament was exhausting, especially “…running around 
campus late at night to collect ballots,” she admitted. “But 
handing out awards and seeing the competitors’ reactions 
at the end of the tournament was worth the work.”  

Although the Mountain View Speech and Debate 
Team did not compete at the Toro Country Classic, the 
event is the team’s most important fund-raising event. The 
team will use the funds raised for paying entry fees, travel 
expenses and supplies for Toro speakers and debaters who 
qualify for this year’s National Tournament, which will be 
held in Dallas, Texas, in June 2019. 

Since the team was formed in 1983, Mountain View 
has sent more than 180 students to the National Speech 
and Debate National Tournament. In the 2017-2018 
school year, the Toros sent two students to the National 
Tournament. Those students are Max Gau, in United 
States Extemporaneous Speaking and James Driscoll, in 
World Schools Debate. 

This year, the national qualifying tournament will be 
held at the end of March 2019. At that tournament, unlike 
the Toro Country Classic, the Mountain View Speech and 
Debate Team plans to compete. 

For more information about Mesa Public Schools, please visit 
mpsaz.org.

Submitted by Carnation Cleaning

Give the gift of a clean home to that special loved 
one this year.

Carnation Home Cleaning gift certificates are 
available in any amount, starting at $250, and can be used 
toward a one-time cleaning, or repeat cleaning services.

Carnation Home Cleaning gift certificates are easy 
to order and can be emailed to you so that you can easily 
send them to someone special. For orders over $500, we’ll 
deliver a printed certificate to you in a festive gift basket. 

Call our office at (480) 924-2096 for more information, or to 
place an order.

AREA HIGH SCHOOL HOSTS
Speech and Debate Tournament

TREAT THAT SOMEONE SPECIAL
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
The Gift of a Clean Home is Truly Special

Accepting Toy Donations
For Toys for Tots

(new unwrapped toys only please)

December 1st through 14th
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ITALIAN GRILL & BAR

2831 N. Power Road, Suite 104  (480) 985-0114
Facebook.com/MesaPacinos  •  www.PacinosAZ.com  •  mesapacinos@aol.com 

Catering FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Located at The Village at Las Sendas,  
Behind CVS at Power and McDowell Roads

REAL ITALIAN BY 
REAL ITALIANS

A BEATLES TRIBUTE BAND

PACINO’S ITALIAN PRESENTS A

NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION!!

Pacino’s Italian Restaurant grand New Year’s Eve celebration 
with the Country’s most popular Beatles Tribute Band, 4 Lads 
fro Liverpool. The fun begins Monday December 31st, 2018 
from 7:45 Till Midnight. The evening begins with a fabulous 5 
course dinner including an appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, 
champagne toast, and party favors of an engraved Pacino’s 
champagne glass to take home! All of this for just $110 Per 
person plus tax and gratuity. Seating is limited so make your 
reservations today! (480)985-0114

2831 N. Power Rd

Mesa Az, 85215 

North-East corner of Power & McDowell

Christmas Eve 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from PACINO’S

JOIN US FOR A GRAND 

New Year’s Eve 
  Celebration 

Featuring 4 Lads from Liverpool - 
A Beatles Tribute Band

The evening begins with a fabulous 5 course dinner, 
including an appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, and 
champagne toast Plus a FREE Pacino's engraved 

champagne glass and party favors. Early bird 3 course 
dinner and live music with prices ranging from $26 

to $39 per person. Served from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

$110 PER PERSON PLUS TAX AND GRATUITY.
SEATING IS LIMITED.  

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY. 
CALL (480) 985-0114

MONDAY, DEC. 31
7:45 P.M. - MIDNIGHT

will feature 
7 different fish dishes 
for a special evening.
OPEN UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LOCAL BUSINESS EVENT

Submitted by Laurie W. Anderson

The Scottsdale Philharmonic will perform tradi-
tional holiday classical pieces in a special Dec. 9 
Holiday Concert hosted by Scottsdale Arts at the 

Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts, 7380 East 2nd 
St., Scottsdale, 85251.

Tickets for the Holiday Concert, from 4 to 6 p.m., are 
$5 to $10 and are available at ScottsdaleArts.org , or call 
(480) 499-TKTS (8587).

“Music is an important part of the holidays for many 
people,” says Joy Partridge, president and co-founder 
of the Scottsdale Philharmonic. “People of all ages will 
recognize and enjoy these pieces such as Sleigh Ride and 
the Nutcracker Overture.”

“Our mission has grown,” continues Joy. “The 
Scottsdale Philharmonic has formed a Scottsdale 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra, premiering in 2019, for 
all high school students in the Valley. We are also working 
to create an Annual Scottsdale Children’s Concert to 
introduce all third graders to classical music. Last spring, 
we provided four music camp scholarships to underprivi-
leged youth.”  

Sign up for email notifications for all the concerts at 
ScottsdalePhilharmonic.com. 

ABOUT THE SCOTTSDALE PHILHARMONIC     
Founded in 2012, the Scottsdale Philharmonic is a non-

profit with a mission statement of bringing 
free classical concerts to the commu-

nity. The organization is funded by 
donations from patrons, grants and 
sponsors. About 120 volunteers, 

including over 75 professional 
musicians, continue to volunteer 

their time and talent for each of 
the performances. 

For more information, visit 
scottsdalephilharmonic.com, or 
call (480) 951-6077.   

Saguaro Lake Guest Ranch
The Dining Room

Try a truly unique dining experience!
Open Thursday and Saturday - 6:00 pm Seating

Mouth-watering food in a fabulous setting

Dining in a historic Western lodge on the  
Salt River under the Bulldog Cliffs

Come early to enjoy Happy Hour 4pm – 6pm 
and an incredible Arizona sunset. 

Wine and beer is available.

A different Prix Fixe Dinner Menu each Thursday  
Call for the menu du jour!

Saturday is our Cowboy Cookout 
including Steaks right off the grill  
and Smores around the campfire.

$35 for Adults
(Includes appetizer & 3-course dinner on  

Thursday and Western Buffet on Saturday.)
Plus Special Rate for staying overnight at the ranch!

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  
SPACE IS LIMITED

Call 480.984.2194
Saguaro Lake Guest Ranch 

Tonto National Forest
13020 N. Bush Highway | Mesa, AZ 85215

www.SaguaroLakeRanch.com

By Kim Phillips

Pacino’s Italian 
Grill and Bar 
will host a 

grand New Year’s Eve 
celebration, featuring 
the country’s most 
popular Beatles Tribute Band, 4 Lads from Liverpool, on 
Monday, Dec. 31 from 7:45 p.m. until midnight.

The evening begins with a fabulous five-course dinner, 
including an appetizer, salad, entrée and dessert. Also 
included is a champagne toast and party favors with an 
engraved Pacino’s champagne glass.

Everything is included for the price of $110 per 
person, plus tax and gratuity. Seating is limited, so reserva-
tions are encouraged. Call (480) 985-0114 to reserve your 
table today.

Whether you are a regular neighborhood patron or 
a first-time visitor, Pacino’s promises your palate will be 
treated to some of the finest, authentic New York Italian 
cuisine and pizza pies.

Pacino’s is a family-style restaurant offering excep-
tional value to its guests through the many dishes of 

southern and northern Italian cuisine. 
Owner Frank Spaccarelli crafted the 
Pacino concept with a singular vision: 
Incorporating wow factor, generous meal 
portions and making you feel like you’re 
right at home.

Located in The Village at Las 
Sendas, 2831 N. Power Road, at the 
northeast corner of Power and McDowell 
roads, Pacino’s Italian Grill and Bar is 
Northeast Mesa’s home for classic and 
contemporary Italian cuisine and pizza.   

For more information, call (480) 985-0114, 
or visit the website at pacinositalian.com.

Pacino’s Italian Restaurant
WILL HOST A GRAND 
New Year’s Eve celebration

Scottsdale Philharmonic 
to Perform Holiday Classics
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1810 N ROSEMONT, STE 103 • MESA 85205 —JUST WEST OF HIGLEY/MCKELLIPS | ADVAUTOGLASS.COM

480-892-7633
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm | Sat 8am-1pm
Reinventing customer care in auto repair.
Customer reviews online advautoglass.com

5-STAR RATED BUSINESS

Entertainment in our shop!
17 FOOT THEATER SCREEN  
LEATHER RECLINING SEATS • WIFI • DRINKS
FREE SNACKS • POPCORN • CANDY

FREE FULL VEHICLE
WINDOW TINT

IN SHOP
WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT $140

$300

FREE

OR

vALLEY-WIDE MOBILE SERvICE

CASH BACK

Guaranteed w/insurance approved windshield 
replacement.Tint removal not included.

MOBILE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT 

CASH BACK

CHIP REPAIR
FREE

Guaranteed w/insurance approved 
windshield replacement

at our in-shop Rosemont location
WINDSHIELD WIPERS

[TRADITIONAL STYLE]

Turn your FREE TINT offer into 
a great gift certificate for someone
to replace old tint or install new.

Guaranteed w/insurance approved windshield replacement

$120

AVG
VALUE

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT
AND TINTING

MOVIE THEATER

USE OFFER CODE

UC112018

Guaranteed w/insurance approved windshield replacement 

COME TO OUR IN SHOP LOCATION
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EVENTLOCAL BUSINESS

By Jamie Killin

Any vehicle owner knows there are few 
things more stressful than an auto-
mobile repair, and while many people 

rush through the process in an effort to check 
another item off their to-do list, Advantage 
Auto Glass has a different approach.

When you have your auto glass 
repaired or replaced at Advanced Auto 
Glass, not only is the process fast, easy 
and affordable, it also is fun and relaxing. 
So, instead of seeing auto glass repair 
as another inconvenience, it becomes an 
enjoyable way to take time for yourself in a 
movie theater setting, with leather reclining 
chairs, complimentary snacks and Wi-Fi. 

There’s even a cash grab money 
machine, which means you’ll actually leave 
your appointment with more money than 
when you started.

“Everyone calling us is calling with a 
repair issue that also is a safety issue,” said 
owner Jeremy Solheim. “It is inconvenient and 
unplanned. Our goal is to have our customers 
feel better about their day, not just feel better 
about getting the repair work handled.” 

Throughout the process, Advantage 
Auto Glass makes the customer a priority 
by offering the best in customer service, 
making insurance claims easy and fast and 
accepting all insurance providers.

Plus, the repairs are top-notch, with 
only the best quality craftsmanship and 
glass. They’ll even tint your glass, too. 
All of theses features contribute to the 
five-star reviews and glowing customer 
feedback for Advantage Auto Glass. 

Those who may not have the time 
to take advantage of the onsite amenities 
of Advantage Auto Glass can opt to have 
their services done at home or work. 
These customers still enjoy the staff ’s 
friendliness, professionalism, efficiency and 
high-quality work. 

“They did an excellent job, did 
everything right with no problems,” said 
customer Josh Johnson. “Kevin told me how 
the process works and was helpful. The 
installation did not take very long at all, 
and there were no surprises. I recommend 
anyone who needs a windshield replaced to 
go through Advantage Auto Glass.”

Customer Brian Madsen agreed. 
“Advantage Auto Glass replaced my 
windshield and did such a great job. 
There is no clue that the windshield was 
ever replaced,” he said. “I actually enjoyed 
this windshield replacement experience! 
Friendly staff, snacks, beverages and a 
movie. Advantage Auto Glass has new 
lifetime family customers.” 

Advantage Auto Glass is located at  
1810 N. Rosemont, Suite 103. For more 
information, visit advautoglass.com, or call 
(480) 892-7633.

Local Company Makes Auto Glass Replacement 

FUN, EASY AND AFFORDABLE
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Submitted by Chuck Cuffaro,  
GCAC Publicity

Back for an evening of fabulous 
and nostalgic entertainment, 
come the Side Street Strutters 

big band along with sultry and soulful 
vocalist, Meloney Collins. 

As part of the Canyon Sounds 
Performance Series sponsored by the 
Gold Canyon Arts Council, the event will 
be held on Friday, Jan. 18 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Gold Canyon United Methodist 
Church, 6640 S. Kings Ranch 
Road, Gold Canyon, 85118.

Every band member is a 
superb musician and their latest 
show, Vinyl Jazz – A Century 
Celebration, is a potpourri of 
classic swing, jazz, and pop 
songs like Mood Indigo, At Last, 
Jumpin’ At The Woodside, and 
Stardust, melodies that shaped 
our musical history.   

Starting in 1983 as a 
talented musical ensemble at 
Arizona State University, their 
initial artistic focus centered on the 
traditions of early New Orleans jazz. 
Over three decades later, the Side Street 
Strutters are Disneyland’s official big 
band and have expanded their musical 
palette to encompass a century of classic 
American music. 

Their musical virtuosity and orches-
trations have earned them national and 
international acclaim. They are winners of 
the Breda International Jazz Competition 
and recipients of the International 
Association of Jazz Educators 
Outstanding Musicianship Award. They 

play worldwide at European and jazz 
festivals, appear on television, and have  
12 CD recordings.  

You may purchase advance adult 
tickets for $25, and student tickets for  
$5 on the website, goldcanyonarts.org,  
or go to ticket outlets at Canyon 
Rose Storage, 6405 S. Kings Ranch 
Road, 85118 or at the AJ Chamber of 
Commerce on the Apache Trail. Tickets 
at the door are $30.

The Gold Canyon Arts Council, a 
non-profit organization, promotes the 
performing and visual arts, and funds 
student arts education through tutorials, 
workshops, and master classes provided 
by all of our performing artists. We 
are supported in part by grants from 
the Arizona Commission on the Arts, 
WESTAF, the National Endowment for the 
Arts, local corporations, and businesses. 

For more information, email  
charlescuffaro@gmail.com, call (513) 
608-0719, or visit goldcanyonarts.org.

Disneyland’s Official Big Band 
WILL PERFORM NOSTALGIC ENSEMBLE



www.UpCloseAZ.com

By John Karadsheh, 
Designated Broker,  
KOR Properties 

Currently, there are 
almost 18,000 chil-
dren in foster care in 

Arizona and another 160,000 
children living in kinship 
throughout the state. 

KOR Properties, in 
partnership with local charity 
Helen’s Hope Chest, is stuffing 
Christmas stockings to make the season a little brighter  
for foster children this holiday season. Last year, our  
KOR Properties Family helped us donate more than  
200 stockings. We hope you will join us again this year to 
help make this Christmas season a little brighter for all  
the kids in our community.

HOW TO BE A SANTA’S HELPER
It’s easy. Get a stocking and stuff it full.

Stocking items should be new and unwrapped. Target 
and Michael’s have great stocking stuffers in their dollar 
sections. They sell out quickly, so stock up early. The dollar 
stores have stockings, stuffed animals and fun little toys, too. 

Recommended items
•   Cuddly stuffed animal—one per stocking, please.
•   Full-size candy bar—nut free is best.
•   Bouncy balls (3 inches or larger) or small football.
•   Card games, such as Uno, Spot It, Old Maid.
•   Fun pens and markers.
•   Small coloring books, joke books or puzzle books.
•   Small notebooks or stickers.
•   Silly Putty, Matchbox cars or LEGO minifigures.
•   Fun toothbrush.
•   Flashlight or clip-on book light—include batteries, 

please.
•   Fuzzy socks or mittens.
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480-699-4899
HomeCareAssistanceMesa.com

Do You Have An Elderly Loved One Who
Wants to Stay at Home but Needs Help?

If so, meet Home Care Assistance.

High Caliber Caregivers. We hire only 1 in 25 applicants,
and we are the only senior care company with a Home
Care University to train and develop caregivers.

Balanced Care. Our unique Balanced Care Method™

promotes healthy mind, body and spirit, and helps our
clients thrive at home.

Live-In Experts. We specialize in around the clock care
to help seniors live well at home.

Available 24/7. We are on call for clients and their families,
even during nights and weekends.

Call today to schedule a free assessment!
Call for a complimentary consultation

(480) 844-1410
4540 East Baseline Road, Suite 117

Mesa, Arizona 85206 | DRHIATT.COM  

PLASTIC SURGERY OF
Tummy * Breast * Face * Ears * Nose * Eyelids

Male Breast Removal * Liposuction * Laser Hair Removal
Mommy Makeover * Underarm Sweat Solutions

All injections are administered by Dr. Hiatt
Botox * Juvederm * Voluma

Now there’s miraDry®

• Immediate results that last
• Dramatic reduction of underarm sweat
• Non-invasive, in-office procedure with minimal to no downtime
• FDA-cleared
• Toxin-free, no need for endless treatments
• No need for ineffective antiperspirants

Call Dr. Hiatt  at 480-844-1410 
to schedule your appointment!

$250 OFF 
MiraDry Procedure 

if you mention 
this ad

John Karadsheh

REAL ESTATE

Stocking Drop-Off Dates 
•   Monday, Dec. 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
•   Tuesday, Dec. 4, from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Stocking Drop-Off Location
KOR Properties Office
4320 E. Brown Road, Suite 106

You also can send an email to NataschaK@
KORproperties.com to submit a personalized pick-up 
request. 

John Karadsheh is the Designated Broker for KOR Properties. 
He has been a Multi-Million Dollar producing agent for more 
than 16 years, and is an Accredited Buyers Representative 
(ABR) and Certified Residential Specialist (CRS). In 2014, 
John was voted the No. 1 Real Estate Agent in Arizona by 
Ranking Arizona. You can reach John at (480) 568-8684, or 
visit his website at KORproperties.com.

KOR Properties is a boutique real estate brokerage 
serving the Valley of the Sun and the creator and founding 
sponsor of Mesa Food Truck Fridays.

SANTA’S HELPERS STOCKING PROJECT 
Brings Christmas to Children in Foster Care 

Haircuts • Coloring/Highlights • Straightening/Perms • Waxing

Mon 9:00-3:00 • Tues-Thu 9:00-7:00
Fri & Sat 8:00-5:00

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT!
6655 East McDowell Road, Suite 105, 

Mesa, Arizona 85215
(SW corner of McDowell & Power Roads - behind Barro’s Pizza)

(480) 985-2369

10% off Hair  
Extension Services

Expires 12/31/2018. Must book with Tara or Marlene.

Haircut, Shampoo 
& Style $39

Expires 12/31/2018. Must book with Tara or Marlene.

Celebrate 
the Holidays

in Style!

We Also Offer Eyelash Extensions

John and  
Natascha  

Karadsheh
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 Bringing neighbors closer to their community

www.UpCloseAZ.com

PhillipsWest
Publishing | Design | Writing | Photography

7307 E. Tyndall St.
Mesa, AZ 85207
Phone: 480.748.1127
Fax: 480.882.0181
E-mail: publisher@phillipswest.com

Kim Phillips
Publisher

Publisher of Up Close newspapers
Bringing neighbors closer to their community

produced by:

LAS SENDAS  •  RED MOUNTAIN RANCH  •  MOUNTAIN bRIDgE  •  ALTA MESA  •  THE gROVES  •  MESA UPLANDS

FOR ADVERTISINg INFORMATION
Call Kim Phillips at (480) 748-1127 or email Publisher@PhillipsWest.com

SWIM YEAR ROUND!

Arizona Pool Guy, Inc. • 480-699-0607

HEAT ONLY SPECIAL
ONLY $3,995

HEAT/COOL SPECIAL
ONLY $4,695

PRICE INCLUDES: DELIVERY • INSTALLATION* • START-UP
*Installation includes (1) 50 amp breaker / hookup and plumbing. Electrical run not included.

REMODEL SPECIAL
ONLY $6,995*

PRICE INCLUDES:
MINI PEBBLE INTERIOR, NEW WATERLINE TILE, 

250 FT ACRYLIC DECK RE-SURFACE
*based on 80ft perimeter play pool

Is your winter pool cold? 
Is your summer pool hot? 
SWIM YEAR ROUND
WITH A POOL  
HEAT PUMP
LOWEST INSTALLED PRICE IN THE VALLEY!

 Licensed, Bonded & Insured, ROC #243628

By Kim Phillips

Mesa’s newest and 
authentic Italian 
restaurant, Sam 

and Luca Rustic Kitchen, recently opened at the northeast 
corner of Power and Baseline roads, featuring nightly 
specials, wines on tap and a classic, modern atmosphere 
with an outside bar.

“Our first time trying this new Mesa restaurant and it 
was wonderful. The atmosphere is cozy, warm, inviting and 
moody with just a hint of swank. The music choice, Frank 
Sinatra, was spot on for the quaint, rustic Italian feel,” said 
Sloan D., a Mesa resident on Yelp reviews.

Just an easy, short drive off Highway 60 and Power 
Road, Sam and Luca is open nightly from 3 p.m. to close, with 
happy hour from 3 to 6 p.m. Happy hour specials, Monday to 
Friday, include $4 beers, $5 draft wines and $5 wells.

According to Zane, a favorite bartender at the restau-
rant, the calamari, rustic board and bruschetta are some 
of the most-ordered appetizers, with happy hour pricing 
starting at $6.

Patrons enjoy the outside patio dining area, and 
the variety of menu options, such as the Grilled Shrimp 
Risotto or The Mix Grill, both gluten-free choices.

“Just what we needed, local and far above average 
Italian restaurant in the neighborhood. The decor is stun-
ning, clean, crisp lines. Comfortable seating. Open kitchen 
and a nice private party room. The service and wine lists are 
both over the top. The food was so good, soup fresh and 
homemade,” commented Mesa resident Audrie O. on Yelp.

Sam and Luca has feature nights, such as:
• Mondays – Monday Wine Down – 50% off all 

Bottled Wines
• Tuesdays – Homemade Lasagna and Salad for $17
• Wednesdays – Spaghetti and Meatballs and a Salad  

for $15 
Sam and Luca has opened to positive reviews, 

earning a 4.5 star rating on Yelp. Several new patrons have 
expressed their genuine opinions.

“My first visit. I was very pleased. The prices are 
reasonable. The atmosphere fantastic: rustic, elegant, 
classic, modern. The food is beyond exceptional. As well, 
the service. Great for a date or hang time with the girls. 
There’s even a flat screen at the quaint bar if you want to 
watch sports. The clams and mussels appetizer is a must,” 
posted Monica T. of Mesa.

So, if you are searching for a new, authentic, romantic 
Italian restaurant in Mesa, go no further than Sam and 
Luca Rustic Kitchen. Reservations are accepted on 
OpenTable.com, or on the website at SamandLucaAZ.com.  
Holiday party reservations are available. 

For more information, call (480) 659-6716, or visit the 
website at SamandLucaAZ.com. 

The restaurant is located at 1959 S. Power Road, in the 
Fry’s shopping center.

Best Boutique in Town 

Check us out online!   | orangepatchtoo.com | 480-832-0230

Open Monday-Saturday from 9am-6pm, Closed Sunday
3825 E. McKellips Rd., Mesa, AZ 85215

One of a kind home decor, clothing, jewelry, accessories & much more...
WE NOW HAVE ARIZONA CITRUS!

HO HO 
HO-LIDAY SALE

Thurs. - Sat. Dec. 6-8, 2018

20% OFF 
Entire Regularly Priced 

Boutique Purchase. 
Mention "SALE" for discount.

CHRISTMAS  
CASH SALE

Mon. & Tues. Dec. 10-11, 2018

$10 OFF $40 
Spend $40 or more on regularly 
priced boutique items and get  
$10 OFF per day. Mention this  

ad for discount.

SANTA'S 
LETTERS

Fri. & Sat. Dec. 14-15, 2018

Open a letter from 
Santa and see the 

SAVINGS just for you!
Some restricitons may apply.  See store for details.

SAM & LUCA
rustic kitchen

1959 S.  Power Road, Mesa AZ 85206
(480) 659-6716    www.SamandLucaAZ.com

Accepting Reservations on Open Table

OLD WORLD CHARM. NEW WORLD VIBE. 
SIMPLE INGREDIENTS CREATING THE ULTIMATE IN FRESH 

AND CLASSIC ITALIAN DISHES 

HAPPY HOUR 
Monday-Friday    3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

$4 Select Draft Beers
$5 Wine on Tap
$5 Well Drinks

$6 Meatballs
$6 Bruschetta

$7 Calamari Fritti
$8 Small Rustic Board

$8 Mussels & Clams

Sam and Luca Rustic Kitchen 
offers authentic Italian food and ambiance
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¾	Conveniently located in East Mesa

¾	One stop enrollment services

¾	Renowned faculty

¾	Undergraduate research opportunities

¾	Intimate class sizes

¾	Affordable 

¾	University transfer pathways

Make it Happen at MCC Red Mountain Campus

Register Now for Spring 2019
Forge your career pathway at Mesa Community College Red Mountain Campus

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with 
disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or 
national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs of the District.

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.  
For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator:  (480) 731-8499.  For additional information, as well as a listing of all 
coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

Financial aid and scholarships available
Free parking, free tutoring, free counseling & advising 

¾ 7110 East McKellips Road, Mesa, AZ 85207  ¾	480-654-7200  ¾  mesacc.edu/red-mountain
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SPIRITUALITYEDUCATION

Submitted by Mesa Community College

With health care occupations 
among the fastest growing, 
most rewarding and best 

paying careers, Mesa Community College 
(MCC) Red Mountain (RM) Campus 
offers highly rated and extremely afford-
able educational opportunities to achieve 
careers in health care, medicine and other 
STEM fields. 

Some courses put students on track 
for transferring to universities for advanced 
degrees. Others can help prepare for a 
desirable job in less than a year.

Located on 98 acres of vibrant 
Sonoran Desert, in Northeast Mesa, 
Mother Nature serves as an inspiring 
learning habitat. Globally renowned 
faculty, small class sizes and techno-
logically advanced facilities reflect the 
ambiance and quality of a small liberal 
arts college but with the affordability of a 
community college. 

Acclaimed research by distinguished 
faculty allows students to participate in 
undergraduate research projects. Such 
participation, in turn, means expanding 
their education resumes and introducing 
them to valuable contacts in the fields in 
which they aspire to work.

Students excel on the national 
stage. MCC graduate Jacob Sorenson 
was among just 75 students in the 
entire United States to receive a Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation undergraduate 
scholarship two years ago. This past year, 
Jacob, now at the University of Arizona 
College of Medicine, and MCC alumnus 
Fernanda Silva Celaya, at the University 

of California at Los Angeles School of 
Dentistry, were among 53 students in the 
entire nation to receive graduate scholar-
ships from the foundation.

MCC transfer agreements with 
Arizona State University, Northern 
Arizona University, University of Arizona 
and more than 45 additional universi-
ties allow students to move seamlessly 
to four-year programs. They also can 
begin college at MCC and stay on the 
RM Campus to earn Bachelor of Science 
degrees, thanks to an MCC and Grand 
Canyon University partnership. 

Students in the Dental Hygiene 
program earn an associate in applied 
science degree and then take the exams 
necessary to obtain a Dental Hygiene 
license. Over the past decade, the MCC 
students’ pass rate for the licensure exams 
has been 100 percent. 

Coming this Fall 2019 Semester, 
the college’s Certified Nursing Assistant 
program is moving into redesigned, state-
of-the-art classrooms and labs on the Red 
Mountain Campus. The eight-week course 
is offered twice a semester. 

MCC’s low tuition rates and 
wealth of financial aid 
opportunities help make 
it possible to earn the 
quality and affordable 
qualifications needed for 
an in-demand career. 
Visit the Enrollment 
Center in the Mesquite 
building or go to mesacc.
edu/red-mountain. 

By Pastor Paul Frank  
Hosanna Lutheran Church 

My Christmas movie marathon 
has begun. 

There are certain things 
I love to watch every year, including Elf, 
Polar Express, Miracle on 34th Street, 
White Christmas, A Christmas Story and 
Christmas Vacation. In addition, there 
are TV specials, you know, Rudolph,  
The Grinch and my favorite, A Charlie 
Brown Christmas. 

I relate to Charlie Brown sometimes, 
as he tries to rediscover what Christmas 
is really all about. But that true meaning 
of Christmas gets lost in the shuffle, in 
the hustle bustle, and in the desire just for 
presents he experiences in so many people. 
They all lose sight of the true meaning of 
Christmas. We can, too.

December itself always is a bit of a 
marathon here at Hosanna Lutheran Church 
and Little Palms Preschool, as well. It’s a fun 
but busy season. And if your life is a little 
too hectic, running you ragged, or if you find 
yourself and family losing sight of the real 
reason for this holiday season, I invite you to 
come join us at Hosanna Lutheran Church. 
We have many fun events, which will focus 
on the real meaning of Christmas. 

December includes the regular Sunday 
services at 8 and 10:30 a.m. each week, with 

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. The Christmas 
Cantata will be held on Dec. 8, at 4 p.m. and 
on Dec. 9, at 10:30 a.m. It is an awesome 
musical presentation of the Christmas 
message. Mid-week Advent services are 
offered at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the 
Wednesdays leading up to Christmas. 

We’ll enjoy the Cookie Shoppe on  
Dec. 22, from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
Christmas Eve children and family service 
is on Dec. 24, at 5 p.m. and the Candle 
Light service is at 8 p.m. that evening. On 
Christmas morning, we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus at 9 a.m. 

Back in the Charlie Brown Christmas 
special, Linus finally gets it right. He picks 
up the story in Luke 2, “And there were 
shepherds in the fields keeping watch over 
their flocks by night when behold, an angel 
appeared to them and they were terrified. 
But the angel said unto them, “Behold, do 
not be afraid, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the world. Tonight 
in the city of David a Savior has been born 
to you, and he is Christ the Lord.” That’s 
what Christmas is really all about, Charlie 
Brown. Come to Hosanna and we will focus 
on this great gift together. 

Hosanna Lutheran Church is located at 
9601 E. Brown Road. Check out our website 
at hosanna-lcms.com.

Medical and Science Careers Flourish

At MCC Red Mountain Campus
Focus On The True Meaning Of Christmas
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Two FA Photo Ad
Maximum of two financial 
advisor photos.

If more financial advisors 
should be included, use the 
community name listing ad.

Please download logos at  
www.edwardjones.com/graphics.

Do not typeset the logo.

The border is 3pt rule, yellow 
(PMS 116C)
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Linda Drake 
Financial Advisor

3654 N Power Rd Suite 169 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
480-985-2651

Brent D Hoskinson, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

2941 N Power Rd Suite 103 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
480-985-3115
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Do not typeset the logo.

The border is 3pt rule, yellow 
(PMS 116C)

M
K

T
-6

354
E

-A
-A

1 E
X

P
 31 M

A
R

 20
20

 ©
 20

18
 E

D
W

A
R

D
 D

. JO
N

E
S

 &
 C

O
., L.P

. A
LL R

IG
H

T
S

 R
E

S
E

R
V

E
D

Headline headline headline 
headline headline headline 
headline headline headline

Call to action. Call to action. Call to 
action. Call to action. Call to action. 
Call to action. Call to action. 

Linda Drake 
Financial Advisor
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Mesa, AZ 85215 
480-985-3115
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brent D Hoskinson, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

2941 N Power Rd Suite 103 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
480-985-3115

EVENT

Submitted by Pioneer Pepper

Saddle up and ride back into the nostalgic era of the 
singing cowboys at the Wild Old West Dinner and 
Show, returning to Farnsworth Hall for another 

season of Wild West music, food and fun.
The dinner and show take place on Saturdays this 

year on Dec. 1, and Jan. 5, Feb. 9 and March 9, 2019. 
Dinner for all shows is at 6 p.m., and the show is at 7 p.m., 
at 6159 E. University Drive in Mesa. 

The show features the internationally acclaimed 
singing cowboy Pioneer Pepper with The Sunset Pioneers 
and dazzling showgirls. This multi-talented cowboy 
singing and dancing group keeps the Old West alive with 
their attention grabbing mixture of traditional cowboy 
music, comedy and choreography.

Performing such nostalgic songs as Tumbling Tumble 
Weeds, Cool Water, Ghost Riders and Back in the Saddle 
Again, this notable troupe takes you back to the days 
of Roy Rogers, Gene Autry and Marty Robbins, 
reminding audiences that a little bit of cowboy lives 
on in us all.

The Sunset Pioneers are international 
entertainers and have been to Austria, 
England, Canada and across the United 
States. They performed for the Little 
House on the Prairie TV show reunion 
at the Western Film Festival, filmed 
with the BBC-TV for the TV series 
Only in America and with the Midwest 
Country TV Show, on RFD-TV 
Network. 

They performed in 
Hollywood at the legendary 
House of Blues on Sunset 
Boulevard, and have been named 
Fender Artists. As the official 
town balladeers of Gilbert, Arizona, 

they were hailed Top Personalities of the Year by the 
Arizona Republic newspaper. 

The Academy of Western Artists nominated their 
album, Wagon Load of Western Songs, for the Album of 
the Year and the esteemed Will Rogers Award. Pioneer 
Pepper and The Sunset Pioneers recently were featured 
on ESPN Monday Night Football, representing the sights 
and sounds of Arizona.

Earlier this year, Pioneer Pepper proudly released Old 
Hymns of the Cowboys, his fifth album, and was honored to 
have the album cover painted by Jack Sorenson, the No. 1 
selling Western artist in America.

Tickets for the dinner and show are only $28. Just the 
show tickets are $20.

For reservations, information and tickets, 
go online to SunsetPioneers.com, or 
call (480) 986-6340. You also can 
purchase tickets at the Dreamland Villa 

Community Office, 320 N. 55th Place.
Enjoy the greatest, funniest, bestest, Old 

West dinner show around! 

Farnsworth Hall is located at 
6159 E. University Drive. 

For more informa-
tion, call (480) 

832-3461.

Wild Old West Dinner And Show 
FEATURES MUSIC AND FUN

Submitted by Brent D. Hoskinson and Linda Drake

We’ve reached the end of another year – which 
means it’s just about time for some New Year’s 
resolutions. Would you like to study a new 

language, take up a musical instrument or visit the gym 
more often? All these are worthy goals, of course, but why 
not also add some financial resolutions? 

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS TO THINK ABOUT:
• Increase contributions to your employer-sponsored 

retirement plan. For 2018, you can contribute up to 
$18,500 (or $24,500 if you’re 50 or older) to your 
401(k) or similar plan, such as a 403(b), for employees 
of public schools and some nonprofit groups, or a 
457(b) plan, for employees of local governments. It’s 
usually a good idea to contribute as much as you can 
afford to your employer’s plan, as your contributions 
may lower your taxable income, while your earnings 
can grow tax-deferred. At a minimum, put in enough 
to earn your employer’s matching contribution, if one 
is offered. 

• Try to max out on your IRA. Even if you have 
a 401(k) or similar plan, you can probably still 
invest in an IRA. For 2018, you can contribute up 
to $5,500 to a traditional or Roth IRA, or $6,500 
if you’re 50 or older. (Income restrictions apply to 
Roth IRAs.) Contributions to a traditional IRA 
may be tax-deductible, depending on your income, 
and your earnings can grow tax-deferred. Roth 
IRA contributions are not deductible, but earnings 
can grow tax-free, provided you don’t start taking 
withdrawals until you are 59-1/2 and you’ve have 
had your account at least five years. You can put 
virtually any investment in an IRA, so it can expand 
your options beyond those offered in your 401(k) 
or similar plan. 

• Build an emergency fund. Try to build an emergency 
fund containing three to six months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money held in a low-risk, liquid 
account. This fund can help you avoid dipping into 
your long-term investments to pay for unexpected 
costs, such as a new furnace or a major car repair. 

• Control your debts. It’s never easy, but do what you 
can to keep your debts under control. The less you 
have to spend on debt payments, the more you can 
invest for your future. 

• Don’t overreact to changes in the financial markets. 
We’ve had a long run of rising stock prices – but it 
won’t last forever. If we experience a sharp market 
downturn in 2018, don’t overreact by taking a time out 
from investing. Market drops are a normal feature of 
the investment landscape, and you may ultimately gain 
an advantage by buying new shares when their prices 
are down. 

• Review your goals and risk tolerance. At least once in 
2018, take some time to review your short- and long-
term financial goals and try to determine, possibly with 
the help of a financial professional, if your investment 
portfolio is still appropriate for these goals. At the same 
time, you’ll want to re-evaluate your risk tolerance to 
ensure you’re not taking too much risk – or possibly too 
little risk – with your investments.

Do your best to stick with these resolutions 
throughout the coming year. At a minimum, they can 
help you improve your investment habits – and they may 
improve your financial picture far beyond 2018. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Time for New Year’s 
FINANCIAL RESOLUTIONS
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I’m here for
what matters.
Home, Auto, Life & Business

Matt Watson, Agent
480-830-SAVE (7283)

NE Corner of Brown and Power
6836 E. Brown Rd. Ste. 101

Mesa, AZ 85207

Offering a world class education 
in a beautiful and peaceful setting. 

At RMMA, we give your child the keys to unlock the 
magic and wonders of childhood...

A.M.I./A.M.S. certIfIed teAcherS

Red Mountain Montessori Academy

480-654-1124
6426 E. McDowell Road

Take a look at our website to research the advantages of the Montessori Method

www.redmountainmontessori.com

Check out 
our Web site!

*Call for Details.

$45*

Submitted by Matt Watson
State Farm

Certain accounts ask you to 
name a beneficiary, such 
as life insurance policies, 

pension plans, and retirement 
accounts. Upon your death, proceeds 
from these accounts will typically 
go directly to the beneficiaries and 
bypass probate, the slow and expensive legal process of 
distributing your assets after you pass, which helps your 
beneficiaries avoid some red tape. 

WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN  
CHOOSING A BENEFICIARY
Choosing a beneficiary is a very personal decision, and 
different for everyone. In some cases, people want to use a 
death benefit to protect their loved ones, and others might 
see it more as a financial transaction. Here are some tips to 
keep in mind when you are selecting your beneficiary.

Insurable Interest. The person or entity named as a 
beneficiary has to have an insurable interest in the insured 
person. While the insured generally has the right to name 
any beneficiary, there must still be a legitimate financial 
interest between the parties. In most cases, beneficiaries 
rely on the insured for financial support, such as the 
spouse or dependent children, so there is an apparent 
financial interest and purpose of insurance between the 
parties. 

Age. Most insurance companies, pension plans, and 
retirement accounts will not pay benefits to someone 
under age 18. A better option is to create a trust for the 
minor and name a trustee to manage the account until the 
child reaches the age you specify in the trust. 

Ability to manage money. If your 
beneficiary is not able to manage money, 
name a trustee to invest and disburse 
funds on his or her behalf. 

Contingency. Name a secondary 
beneficiary so that if your first beneficiary 
dies before you, the account proceeds pass 

directly to the secondary beneficiary without probate. 
Options. Your beneficiary can be a spouse, child, or 

other individual(s); a trust; a charity or organization. If 
you don›t specify a beneficiary, your assets will go into 
your estate and be distributed according to your will.

Consistency. If you have a will, it typically does not 
override the beneficiary designations on your life insur-
ance policy or retirement account. For example, if you 
name your daughter beneficiary of your IRA, but your 
son is named as beneficiary of your IRA in your will, your 
daughter’s beneficiary designation will take precedence and 
she will receive the asset. Be sure you are consistent when 
selecting beneficiaries in both your financial plans and 
estate plan. Consult an attorney to provide legal guidance 
for these types of issues.

DON’T ‘SET IT AND FORGET IT’ 
Regardless of what you’ve specified in your will, assets 
that have beneficiary designations will pass based on those 
designations, and not how they’re set out in your will. It’s 
rarely recommended to name your estate as a beneficiary, 
since doing so means those assets may be subject to 
probate. 

Because so many things change throughout life, 
review your beneficiary designations every few years—and 
always after a life event such as a marriage, the birth of a 
child, adoption, divorce, remarriage, or death—to make 
sure they’re current. Otherwise, you may risk leaving the 
proceeds to an ex-spouse or someone who 
has died before you. 

Matt Watson

Why Is Choosing a Beneficiary Important?
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CLASSIFIEDS
HOME SERVICES

MESA HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR Plumbing,
electric, irrigation, garage doors, water heaters, tile and drywall
repairs, carpentry, handyman lists, and other services. All work
guaranteed. Sean Sornberger (480) 699-7990

LADY BLUES HOME CLEANING AND HOUSE SITTING
SERVICE One person service. Estimates by phone. 18 years
experience. Very well trusted with lots of references. Denise Ross
480-296-6752

MARK’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS
It’s time to replace those smoke detectors! Specializing in 
Cabinetry, touch up, repair, rollout drawers, soft close hinges  
and glides. Plumbing, electrical, paint, drywall, lights, fans. 
etc... 30+ years experience. Call/Text Mark Griffin 480-980-1445.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE, YARD WORK, LAWN CARE, 
IRRIGATION SERVICE, LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING  
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR. Call or text Sam for a free estimate 
at 480-553-1489.

SPECIALTY SERVICES

FOR RENT

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING. Individualized, at-home instruction. 
Multiple K-12 subjects including Math, Reading, Writing. College 
entrance test preparation. Assistance for home-schooling, 
behavioral, special education concerns. 
Philip N. Swanson, Ph.D., 480-677-9459.

“KNOW BEFORE YOU THROW” the potential value of your
stuff. I have 25+ years of experience in appraising and liquidating
estates. Consult with me, Jon Englund, (480) 699-1567, or email
to Jon@KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO

LOVE ALL PETS - Pet Sitting and Care in your home for long/
short-term and last-minute care, (all references are local).  
Heather at 949-290-6055 or hdebrosse@yahoo.com and  
www.eastvalleyloveallpets.com

NEED A RIDE TO THE AIRPORT? Now offering a Special Winter 
Rate! 50% OFF your next ride. Full service and "legal" Sedans/
SUV's, don't be fooled by going in a vehicle that does not have 
the required insurance, your safety is at stake. Full service since 
1995 and winners of Best of Phoenix award in 2014 and 2015.  
Call 602-481-0894 or www.swsedan.net

LOOKING FOR A VACATION SPOT
IN SAN DIEGO? LOOK NO FURTHER!
Direct Ocean Views, 1,113 SQ. FT.
One/Two Bedrooms – Two Bath
3 Minute Walk to the Beach!
High Speed Internet and 3 TVs
Fully Furnished
Call Art Bennett and Book Today
713-247-9507
Art.Bennett@sbcglobal.net
WEEKLY RATES STARTING AT  
$1,200 (no extra charges)

LOCAL BUSINESS

Submitted by Home Care Assistance

Do you have that hard-to-shop-for person in your 
family? 

The following are gift ideas for someone with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia. You’re bound to find a gift your 
loved one will love, no matter the stage of the disease.

GIFTS FOR SENIORS WITH  
ALZHEIMER’S: EARLY STAGE
• Family photo albums—These help to save memories 

and can lead to some interesting conversations. 
• Day clock—The best clock will have a large LED 

display. This shows the current time, day of the week, 
date and AM/PM.

• Simple board game—Complex games will confuse 
a senior with Alzheimer’s or dementia. They also can 
be frustrating for you to explain. Keep your choice of 
games easier and familiar. Think of Snakes and Ladders, 
Checkers or Dominoes.

• Shoes with Velcro straps—You might think tying your 
shoes is easy. Seniors with Alzheimer’s or another form 
of dementia can forget the steps involved and lack the 
finger dexterity required. Velcro straps on shoes can be 
easily tightened or loosened by caregivers and seniors.

• Bouquet of flowers—Fresh flowers can brighten up a 
senior’s long-term care center room.

• Back scrubbing brush—This makes baths or showers 
easier.

• Key bracelet—Tuck a set of keys inside the bracelet for 
safekeeping. Engrave the outside with your loved one’s 
name and your contact phone number.

• Drawings from grandchildren—Invite youngsters to 
draw, color or paint a picture. Display the pictures on a 
wall of your parent’s room. 

GIFTS FOR SENIORS WITH  
ALZHEIMER’S: MID STAGE
• Coloring books—Holding crayons will help a senior 

maintain fine motor skills.
• Puzzles—Bigger puzzle pieces will be better for older 

hands to handle and manipulate.

• Automatic pill dispenser—Prescribed pills can 
be easily forgotten. A pill dispenser can help with 
medication management. Caregivers can load up a pill 
dispenser and set the alarm. When the alarm sounds, 
the senior will be reminded to take the pills.

• Medic Alert bracelet (or necklace)—This isn’t a fash-
ionable accessory. Engrave the bracelet with a senior’s 
medical condition. In the case of an emergency, medical 
responders will know what to do.

• Concert tickets—Music can help you connect with your 
loved one. One year, I was struggling to find a Christmas 
present for my father. Dad’s Alzheimer’s was advancing 
and I couldn’t think of any appropriate gift. I decided 
to treat Dad to a Christmas concert, but had no idea of 
how he would respond. Judging by his broad smile while 
the music played, I had found a perfect gift for him.

• Bath soaps, lotions and fragrances—Dry skin is a 
problem for seniors. Choose a lotion in her favorite scent.

• Larger print books—Larger print can be much 
easier for older eyes to read. You can read and 
enjoy the stories together.

• Your company—I’ve recommended this before, 
but it bears repeating. It is a simple thing to do 
and can be very appreciated. 

GIFTS FOR SENIORS WITH  
ALZHEIMER’S: LATE STAGE
• Weighted laptop pad—Place this pad on a 

senior’s lap to help reduce anxiety and promote 
relaxation. These pads are portable. Bring the 
pad along to use in the car or while waiting in a 
doctor’s office.

• Watercolor kit—It can be difficult to communi-
cate during late-stage dementia. Your loved one 
and others may not be able to express themselves 
with words, but they often can communicate well 
through art.

• Terry cloth bathrobe—These are warm and 
fuzzy and the perfect thing to slip into after 
bathing.

Choose From the Top Gifts for Seniors with Alzheimer’s 
• Slippers—Look for a pair of slippers with non-slip 

soles.
• Blanket or duvet—As with a laptop pad, look for a 

heavier blanket. When covering the senior, this can be 
more calming.

• Small portable stereo—Insert a compact disc of 
nostalgic songs, and watch the reaction. Music is a 
powerful stimulant for seniors with Alzheimer’s or 
other dementias. Include headphones so as not to 
disturb other residents or care home staff. 

Call us if you need support caring for a loved one. Our trained 
caregivers can provide support to fit your schedule and provide 
you with peace of mind. We understand aging, and we can 
help your loved one age in a healthy manner. 

Contact Amanda Butas, a certified dementia practitioner 
and your Mesa client care manager, at (480) 699-4899 to see 
how our caregivers can help your loved one thrive. You also 
can visit us at our office next to Bed Bath and Beyond,  
located on Power and McKellips roads,  
at 2031 N. Power Road, Suite 103.

ALL PRO TREE SERVICE and 
LANDSCAPE SERVICE. Tree 
Trimming, Removals, Stump 
Grinding, Bushes, Shrubs, 
Yard Clean Ups, Landscaping, 
and Deep Root Fertilization, 
Etc. FREE ESTIMATES. Very Professional, INSURED & 
BONDED. Mention this ad and receive 15% OFF! We 
accept credit cards. Please call (480) 354-5802
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Check out our  
publication online at 

UpCloseAZ.com

FULL SERVICE CPA 
FIRM LICENSED 
IN ARIZONA FOR 
OVER 30 YEARS

480.833.8300
2500 S. Power Road, Suite 129
Mesa, AZ 85209
www.toepelcompany.com

• Highly Trained In-House Tax 
& Accounting Professionals

• Quality Service & Advice to 
Reduce Your Tax Liability

• Solutions

• Open Communication

• Prompt Service

• IRS Representation

• Exceptional Value

• Accessible Year Round

WITH 
THIS AD.

* Limited Availability

INDIVIDUAL    |     BUSINESS    |     NON-PROFIT    |     ESTATE AND TRUST

FREE 30 MINUTE 
CONSULTATION*AND

$50 OFF TAX PREPARATION

Toepel Company, PC

SERVICE DIRECTORY

480-226-3986
480Handyman.com

Have you been putting home 
repairs off for a while?

480 Handyman 
Services can tackle those for you!

Leaks • Painting/Trim Work • Replacing Toilets/Sinks  
Doors/Cupboard Repair •  Windows & Screen Repairs 

Lighting • Most Home Repairs

Call Mike Leonard today!

I  even  
wash 

windows!

PROFESSIONAL, AFFORDABLE TREE AND LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Fertilize for FREE with PurchaseCall for Details

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE 
and get 15% OFF with this ad!

Offer has no cash value and may not be combined 
with any other offer, discount, coupon or promotion.

15% OFF

With Every Tree Trimming, 
We Granual Fertilize for 

FREE 

Y0040_ GHHHXDFEN18  Accepted 

Call your local licensed 
Humana sales agent.

Talk with your local 
licensed Humana 
Sales agent today.

Tammy Longworth, 
480 236-9339 (TTY: 711) 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

NOW IS THE TIME 
TO TRIM YOUR TREES

www.newheights-tree.com

Call today for a free estimate!

480-216-0751

Fully Insured! Valley Wide Service
Family owned & operated  

for over 33 years

Leo Renello 
480-981-0666

Mesa, AZ 85207
Board Certified Entomologist

SCORPIONS - BLACK WIDOWS 
TICKS - TERMITES - ANTS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

A-1 PEST 
CONTROL. LLC

MY CHAUFFEUR TAXI SERVICE

480-512-9757
Dirk Van Leenen
Owner & Driver

• Go to the airport in Cadillac 
style for less than your parking 
or a shuttle would cost!

• Scheduled pick-up times!
• No stops on the way to  

the airport!
• When you come back to  

Phoenix, we’ll pick you  
up again!

SPECIAL 
PRICE OF 
$39

Las Sendas, 
Red Mountain, 

Alta Mesa, 
Boulder 

Mountain & 
Mountain Bridge.

Electrical Problems? CALL US NOW!

No Job Too Small!

DENT ELECTRIC, LLC
• Remodel/Repair

• Ballasts

• GFI Outlets

• Room Additions

• All Types of Fans

• LED Lighting Design

• Security Lighting

• Service Upgrades

• New Circuits 
110/220

• Home Inspection 
Repair

480-834-8160
dentelectric100@gmail.com

Residential • Commercial
Serving the East Valley

Family Owned and Operated Since 1965   Lic # 302941 • Bonded & Insured

Find us on Yelp 
& Facebook

1118 N. Recker Rd. #104
Mesa, AZ 85205
480-830-0690

HAIRCUTS/FLAT TOPS/TAPERS/SHAVES/
HEAD SHAVES/COLOR/BOY’S HAIRCUTS

Old Fashioned Barbering Services w/Hot 
Towel & Straight Razor Service Available! 

ACTIVE POLICE / FIRE / MILITARY
$4 DISCOUNT

SENIORS-$3 DISCOUNT 
(Only on Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 7:30 AM-11:00 AM) 

GENTLEMAN’S WAX SERVICE AVAILABLE! 
(Eyebrows, Ears & Nose)

HOURS: M-F 7:30 AM-7 PM, SAT. 8 AM-4:30 PM, SUN. CLOSED

www.UpCloseAZ.com

480-748-1127
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Holiday Floral
Making 101 

JOIN US FOR...

& LUNCH

VISTAS PAVILION AT LAS SENDAS 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12TH, 10AM-1PM

Join us for a wonderful 
day of learning how to 

create holiday floral 
arrangement, hosted by 

florist, Connie Little.

$55 PER PERSON
(INCLUDES TAX AND SVC CHARGES)

RSVP BY DEC. 10TH, 2018

Come having no 
experience and 

leave as a creative 
florist with your 

floral arrangement 
just in time for 
holidays! After 

class, enjoy lunch 
and meet new 
friends at the 

Vistas Pavilion at 
Las Sendas.

CALL OR EMAIL FOR RESERVATIONS
(THEY ARE REQUIRED ALONG WITH CREDIT CARD WHEN RESERVING SPOT)

480.396.4000;222 EVENTS@LASSENDAS.COM
7555 E. EAGLE CREST DR. MESA, AZ 85207  •  WWW.LASSENDAS.COM

LAS SENDAS PATIO AND GRILLE 
7555 E. EAGLE CREST DR. MESA, AZ 85207

480.396.4000  |  LASSENDAS.COM

This offer is available for purchase through Dec. 31, 2018. 

Not valid day of purchase.

Purchase $100 in Food and 
Beverage Gift Certificates and 

FREE!

for YOU 
and THEM!

Receive a $20  
Gift Certificate

Holiday  
  Gift

AFFORDABLE GOLF 

Spouse and children 
(age 14 and younger) of 
a principle member can 
play absolutely FREE! 
(After 3:00 pm 7 days a week and 12:00 pm in the summer months.)

JOIN NOW!
• Fully Refundable $29,900
• Non-Refundable $15,000
• Transferable One Year Trial $5,000
• Under Age 45 Junior $2,500

For all Membership Inquiries 
Contact Wayne McBean at  
480-396-4000;201 or 
wmcbean@lassendas.com. 

for the Entire Family!

Las Sendas Golf Club 
is looking for young 
families to join the club. 

7555 E. EAGLE CREST DR. MESA, AZ 85207  •  www.lassendas.com


