
Submitted by East Valley Children’s Theatre

East Valley Children’s Theatre (EVCT) will 
present the world premiere of a brand-new 
youth play, The Heroes of Olim, by Claire 

Howard, at Mesa Arts Center, from Feb. 9 through 19.
Claire, a 16-year-old high school student in Mesa, 

is the winner of EVCT’’s 2016 Playwriting Contest. 
She actually wrote this story when she was 14 years 

old, and entered it in EVCT’s 2015 Playwriting Contest, 
where it tied for third place. After spending many 
months of revision, Claire resubmitted her play in 2016, 
where it came out on top.

Her play follows a team of misfits as they try to 
rescue their beloved Princess Elena from her kidnap-
pers. Intrigue, people pretending to be someone they 
are not, and jester antics all lead to a surprising conclu-
sion. Out of this upheaval rise many unlikely heroes. It 
is a show for all ages.

EVCT Artistic Director Karen Rolston directs 
The Heroes of Olim, which features 37 cast members, 
from ages 8 to 18.

CHILDREN’S THEATRE PLAY WRITTEN 
BY LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

Play times and days are 7 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays; 
4 p.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays; and 2 p.m., Sundays. Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $11 for children 17 and under. 

For tickets, or for more information, call (480) 644-6500, or 
visit the website at evct.org.

By Dawn Abbey

A total of six members of 
local Aviation Explorer 
Post 352, under the 

auspices of the Boy Scouts of 
America’s Learning for Life 
worksite-based, career education 
program, were awarded a total 
of $35,000 in 2016 National 
Aviation Exploring scholarships 
to offset the costs of their aviation 
educations. 

In addition, Matt 
Trojanowski was recipient of 
the $2,000 Motorola Solutions 
Foundation Scholarship.

“These scholarships make it possible for young people 
to earn their aviation certifications much sooner than 
if they had to cover all the costs themselves,” said Post 
Advisor Bennett Sloan.

The mission of the local Explorer Post is to provide 
young men and women ages 14 to 20 with practical, action-
oriented opportunities to explore aviation for fun and as a 
potential career. Students accumulate experience in piloting, 
ground school and aircraft maintenance, as well as participate 
in aviation events, such as the Copper State Fly-In.

“Post 352 is fortunate to be one of the few in the 
country to have ready access to a plane,” Bennett explained. 
“Years ago, the Falcon Fly Club was created at Falcon Field 
specifically to purchase a plane and provide aviation volun-
teers to teach the post members how to fly and maintain 
their Piper Cherokee.” 

Learning for Life scholarships are based on avia-
tion goals and accomplishments. Winners are Skylar 
Peterson, Sporty’s Foundation Professional Pilot’s Degree 
$20,000; and $3,000 each to Ryan Coats, Pilot; Kristian 

Nyman, Avionics; Austin Thompson, Aviation/Airport 
Management; Daniel Carpenter, Maintenance; and Kellan 
Bradshaw, Avionics.

A graduate of Red Mountain High School, Skylar is 
pursuing a commercial pilot certificate at Chandler-Gilbert 
Community College, and has a full scholarship to the Summer 
Aviation Academy at the University of North Dakota, where 
he will attend the university’s aeronautics program. His goal is 
to become either an airline or corporate pilot.

A National Honor Society student at Red Mountain 
High School, Ryan’s goal is to become a commercial 
airline pilot and to graduate from Embry Riddle 
University. He is actively involved with several school 
programs, including the varsity swim team. He also serves 
as a mentor with the Best Buddies program for students 
with special needs.

A student at Arizona State University, Kristian’s goal is to 
become a commercial airline pilot. An Eagle Scout with three 
Eagle palms, he has held leadership positions with several 
organizations, including vice president of his Exploring Post. 
Kristian dedicated 300 hours of community service to the 

City of Mesa and was presented 
the Silver Service award. 

Austin’s goals are to become 
a U.S. Air Force pilot and then 
a commercial airline pilot. 
Currently, he is working toward 
his instrument and commercial 
rating certifications, and is 
pursuing a degree in Unmanned 
Aerial Science Aviation 
Management at Arizona State 
University. In 2010, Austin 
was awarded the Boy Scouts of 
America Heroism Award and 
the City of Mesa Young Hero 

Award for risking his life to save another. 
A Saguaro High School student, Daniel plans to 

complete his private pilot certification and further his 
aviation education. An aviation explorer for two years, he 
served as an air marshal for the Copperstate Fly-In. Daniel 
is team captain for the Mohave Robotics Team, winning 
the Excellence Award for finishing in first place at the 
Arizona State VEX Robotics Championship. 

Kellan started training for his private pilot’s license 
when he was 15. The Perry High School student’s long-
term goal is to graduate from Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University with a degree in Aeronautical Science (Fixed 
Wing). His immediate goal is to complete the certification 
process for his private pilot’s license by next year. He was a 
Copperstate Fly-In volunteer. 

Aviation is just one of many career education training programs 
available to students. For more information, visit learningforlife.org 
or exploring.org/aviation/. For more information on Aviation 
Explorer Post 352, call Post Advisor Bennett Sloan at  
(602) 316-0588, or send an email to bennett.sloan@gmail.com. 

Five of the winners, from top left: Ryan Coats, 16; Austin Thompson, 20;  
Skylar Peterson, 19. Front row: Daniel Carpenter, 16; Kellan Bradshaw, 16.  
Not pictured: Kristian Nyman, 18, and Matt Trojanowski, 17.

Scholarships lift careers off the ground
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           480-887-0671 2837 N. Power Road, Ste. 106 • Mesa, AZ 85215 

Follow us:   @cosmossalonandmedspa    cosmos - lavida

CosmosSalonandSpa.com  |  CosmosMedSpa.com

Cosmos          Salon & Med Spa

• Hairdreams can be "re-
bonded" resulting in a 
total wearing period of 
about 1.5 years, making 
top quality hair more 
affordable!

• Don't spend all day in the salon, 
Cosmos's Laserbeamer NANO can 
add 5 strands at once!

• The Hairdreams bond attaches around the 
cuticle, to prevent the damage other bonds  
like this cause.

• CUSTOM EXTENSIONS add length, volume and 
can also reduce the appearance of hair loss.

• Cosmos is a CERTIFIED Hairdreams Salon. 
Book your FREE consultation today!

HAIRDREAMS 
EXTENSIONS

FREE 
haircut 
with the purchase of 
hairdreams extensions
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Dr. Osorio is one of the Southwest’s most experienced vein 
specialists. He has performed 25,000 treatments while 

maintaining over a 95 percent patient satisfaction.

A+ Rating BBB since 2003
State of the Art Technology

20 years combined Experience
Patient Choice Award - Vitals.comwww.BetterVeins.com

Conditions We Treat

Varicose Veins
Hemorrhoids
Leg Pain and Swelling
Heavy, Fatigued Legs
Restless Legs
Spider Veins

Medicare and Most  
Insurances Accepted

3514 N. Power Road,  
Ste. 118,

Mesa, AZ 85215
(On the south west corner of 

Power Rd and Thomas Rd)

480-844-VEIN  (8346)

&  P E R M A N E N T  M A K E U P

FACIALS • PERMANENT MAKEUP • MASSAGES • MANICURES & PEDICURES

 15% OFF for New Clients (SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY) 

$100 OFF PERMANENT MAKEUP
GIFT CERTIFICATE SPECIALS!

  www.littleluxuryspa.com  •  Call or Text 602.790.9349
1130 N. Val Vista Dr. Ste. 103 Mesa, AZ 85205

                

(480) 526-7217
Offices in Sun Lakes, Gilbert and Mesa

www.goodsoundaudiology.com

A Doctor of Audiology makes 

a difference! Make sure you’re 

seeing the MOST qualified hearing 

professional to fit your hearing loss, 

budget and lifestyle. 

Please call our office to reserve a seat (480) 526-7217 
or text to 480‑398‑6531 for a reservation. Space is extremely limited.

© 2017 Starkey. All Rights Reserved.  50926-17_1/17
Halo 2 and TruLink are compatible with iPhone 7 Plus, iPhone 7, iPhone SE, iPhone 6s Plus, iPhone 6s, iPhone 6 Plus, iPhone 6, iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, 
iPhone 5, iPhone 4s (Halo only), iPad Air 2, iPad Air, iPad (4th generation), iPad mini 3, iPad mini with Retina display, iPad mini, iPod touch (5th generation), 
and Apple Watch. Use of Apple Watch requires iPhone 5 or later. “Made for iPod,” “Made for iPhone,” and “Made for iPad” mean that an electronic accessory 
has been designed to connect specifically to iPod, iPhone, or iPad, respectively, and has been certified by the developer to meet Apple performance standards. 
Apple is not responsible for the operation of this device or its compliance with safety and regulatory standards. Please note that the use of this accessory with 
iPod, iPhone, iPad or Apple Watch may affect wireless performance. Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPad, iPod touch, FaceTime, Apple Watch and App Store are 
trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.

Introducing

New Made for iPhone®

hearing aids

Special Technology Event
iPhone® Hearing Options for Busy Professionals
Date: Wednesday, February 8th    Time: 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Location: The Falls Event Center (Gilbert. AZ)
 4635 E Baseline Rd., Gilbert, AZ

RSVP: (480) 526-7217

Join us for this informative presentation designed to answer your questions about 
hearing loss and the technology available with smart phones (iPhones). We won’t waste 
your time or bombard you with a sales pitch. Learn what you need to know to function 

better in meetings, interact with colleagues and hear better in background noise. 
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By Dawn Abbey

The verdict is in, and Microneedling is causing 
quite a stir among those experiencing the skin 
treatment.

“If you haven’t heard about this skincare treatment, 
then you’re about to consider our aesthetician Elle 
Baker to be your very own skincare fairy godmother,” 
exclaimed Muschi Morga, spa director at Cosmos Salon 
and MedSpa.

Microneedling technology is designed to fight the 
onslaught of a variety of aging issues so many of us 
encounter sooner or later in our lifetimes. “Microneedling 
treats and improves fine lines and overall skin texture 
and appearance,” Muschi explained. “It was accidentally 
discovered by a tattoo artist who noticed a remarkable side 
effect of the needling process—collagen stimulation, and 
smoother, more youthful looking skin.” 

Also known as collagen induction therapy, 
Microneedling is minimally invasive. A device with fine 
needles creates tiny punctures in the top layer of the skin, 
which triggers the body to create new collagen and elastin. 
These micro injuries are what encourage the body’s ability 
to repair the skin through the physiology of collagen 
induction. In addition to improved texture and firmness, 
it can promote a reduction in scars, pore size and stretch 
marks. It also can effectively treat hard-to-reach places, 
such as around the eyes, nose and lips.

“During the month of February, to let everyone try it 
out, Cosmos is offering a combination three-pack mix-
and-match Microneedling or Perfect Peel medium-depth 
peel,” said Muschi. A Microneedling treatment will be 
$183, and a Perfect Peel is $233. “You must purchase three 
to get the special price,” she continued. “Don’t be scared. 
Yes, we use a topical numbing cream. It doesn’t hurt. In 
fact, most people say it tickles.” 

This is a great starter package or definitely some-

thing to help jump-start your skin after the winter 
doldrums. February is the ideal time of year to use the 
break from the heat to smooth and even out your skin.

Sometimes, it is good to shake things up in 
terms of skin treatments, such as those being offered. 
“Microneedling stimulates collagen renewals, while the 
peel will help hyper pigmentation and melasma, and also 
even out skin tone and texture,” Muschi said. “We like 
to allow the skin to heal and rejuvenate between treat-
ments. So, optimally, you can schedule a treatment every 
six weeks.” 

Microneedling also may be combined with a topical 
treatment or serum. Muschi’s favorite product is Intense 
Brightening by PCA Skin. This intense nighttime treat-
ment gives your skin a healthy glow, and the quality of 
skin is improved and smoother. “It helps with cell turnover 
and brightening through the use of prescription-strength 
Retin-A and natural skin brightening agents,” Muschi’ 
stated. “Be careful to use it sparingly only at night, and, of 
course, not the night before you spend a day in the sun.” 

To find out more about Microneedling, or to set up a consulta-
tion or appointment with Elle, call (480) 887-0671. Cosmos 
Salon and MedSpa is located at the northeast corner of Power 
and McDowell roads.

Try Microneedling for a 
Younger, Fresher Look
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Having one special person for your car, home 
and life insurance lets you get down to business 
with the rest of your life. It’s what I do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

1101201.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity 
Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance 

Company, Bloomington, IL

DEPENDABLE and 
KNOWLEDGEABLE  
agent seeks customers 
looking for real 
PROTECTION and long 
term RELATIONSHIP.

SINGLE, ARTSY LADY SEEKS 
SINGLE ARTSY GUY. If you love 
painting, decorating, baking and knitting, 

FATHER OF EIGHT seeks 
energetic lady. Must love kids, be 
fit and ready to jump in and join 
the fun. Military training would 
be helpful.

ADVENTUROUS CAT LOVER 
seeks adventurous cat owner.  Please 
be employed and willing to relocate. 
Especially fond of black and white 
tuxedo cats. All responses will be 
answered. Looking for that Purrr-fect 
match. 

GRANOLA EATING, CAMP 
LOVING, WORLD TRAVELER 
seeks woman of my dreams.
Must be fit and love spending days and 

Marge Black-Graziano, Agent
1155 S Power Road, Suite 106
Mesa, AZ  85206
Bus: 480-832-5355
marge.black-graziano.bzvg@statefarm.com

Sharon Coffi ni • Melanie Didier
John A. Sposato, PC
sharonAHG@gmail.com

480-225-5710
www.ArizonaHomeGroupSE.com
Gilbert Specialists
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Tip #2: There are fewer homes for buyers to look at during the 
holidays, which means there is less competition for you as a seller. 

Less competition = more money!

10 REASONS
TO LIST DURING
THE HOLIDAYS
(vs. waiting until January)

Download the entire list for FREE
Visit www.ListForTheHolidays.com for more details

YOUR HOME, YOUR FUTURE   -- 
WHO YOU CHOOSE MATTERS

Melanie Didier, Realtor
GRI, ABR
melanieahg@gmail.com
480.334.4889
Five-Star Rated Team: 
www.ourzillowreviews.com

8736 E IVY ST, Mesa, AZ 85207
Beds/Baths: 3 / 2
Approx SqFt: 1,505

List Price: $295,000

1321 W STELLAR PL,  
Queen Creek, AZ 85142

Beds/Baths: 4 / 2
Approx SqFt: 2,328

List Price: $375,000

Just Listed
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Submitted by No Snow Paddleboard Shop

A better Valentine’s Day gift than chocolates, flowers 
and a stuffed bear is a gift certificate for a date-day 
paddleboard session. 

We think this is a great gift to give your loved one on 
Valentine’s Day. So, come by the shop, or order over the 
phone or online.  

Call (480) 807-6787, or send an email 
to nosnowsup@gmail.com. You also can visit our  
website at nosnowsup.com. 

No Snow Paddleboard Shop is located on the northwest  
corner of Power and Thomas roads, north of Walgreens, 
at 3654 N. Power Road, Suite 104. The shop is open by 
appointment through the winter months. 

Submitted by Angela Menninger, Co-Founder 
Duality Public Relations

IASIS Healthcare is pleased to announce four new 
additions to its leadership team at Mountain Vista 
Medical Center, a full-service hospital in East Mesa. 
These additions include Patricia Rollins, the new 

Women’s Services Director; Amy Lomu, the new 
Emergency Services Director; Audrey Jones, the new 
Therapy Services Director; and Kirk McFalls, the new 
Business Development Manager. These new leaders will 
help Mountain Vista Medical Center to reinforce its 
commitment to offering innovative services and programs 
meeting the evolving health care needs of the community.  

Patricia Rollins, a registered 
nurse, brings 25 years of experience in 
women services to her new role as the 
Women’s Services Director. Her focus 
will be on advancing Mountain Vista 
Medical Center’s comprehensive 
programs for females at all stages of 
life, from children and teens, to the 

elderly. Prior to joining the hospital, Patricia was Director 
of Perinatal Services for Pioneers Memorial Hospital 
District in Brawley, Calif. 

Amy Lomu, a registered nurse 
at Mountain Vista Medical Center 
for the past eight years, is taking her 
experience and knowledge of the 
emergency room to the next level. 
As the new Emergency Services 
Director, she will ensure the efficient 
and effective management of emer-

gency operations, and focus on opportunities to improve 
quality of care and service. Prior to joining Mountain Vista 
Medical Center as a nursing supervisor, she was a telem-
etry travel nurse for American Mobile Healthcare.

Submitted by Angela Menninger, Co-Founder 
Duality Public Relations
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Amy Lomu, a registered nurse 
at Mountain Vista Medical Center 
for the past eight years, is taking her 
experience and knowledge of the 
emergency room to the next level. 
As the new Emergency Services 
Director, she will ensure the efficient 
and effective management of emer-

gency operations, and focus on opportunities to improve 
quality of care and service. Prior to joining Mountain Vista 
Medical Center as a nursing supervisor, she was a telem-
etry travel nurse for American Mobile Healthcare.

Audrey Jones has been a lead 
outpatient physical therapist at 
Mountain Vista Medical Center 
for six years, and has supervised 
physical therapist assistants (PTAs) 
and other technicians. As the new 
Therapy Services Director, she will 
coordinate and manage the delivery 

of all physical therapy programs for patients, and oversee 
the performance of staff members. Prior to joining the 
hospital, she was a physical therapist at Avalon Shadow 
Mountain Healthcare.

 
Kirk McFalls has more than 20 
years of health care sales and develop-
ment experience from his work in 
both California and Arizona. As the 
new Business Development Manager, 
he will support the strategic vision of 
Mountain Vista Medical Center by 
developing and maintaining relation-

ships and partnerships with physicians and key influencers 
in the business and local community. Prior to joining the 
Mountain Vista Medical Center, he was a regional sales 
manager at Katalyst Surgical. 

 “In addition to sharing our vision for the future of 
Mountain Vista Medical Center, these leaders bring a 
wealth of knowledge, talent and compassion for not only 
our patients, but for the community at large,” said Eric 
Paul, IASIS Healthcare Arizona Market President. “This 
announcement further demonstrates our hospital’s commit-
ment to promote our people, and expand our services and 
offerings to create a healthier and happier community.”

Mountain Vista Medical Center will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary in 2017. The hospital is located in Mesa, just 
north of U.S. 60 at Crismon Road and Southern Avenue. 

For more information, visit mvmedicalcenter.com, or call 
(877) 924-WELL (9355).

Give the Gift of 
PADDLEBOARDING 
for Valentine’s Day

IASIS HEALTHCARE ANNOUNCES FOUR 
NEW ADDITIONS TO LEADERSHIP TEAM 

1118 N. Recker Road
Suite 111
SW Corner of Recker  
& Brown Roads

(602) 774-4488
VapeAHooka.com

COVERING
ALL YOUR 

SMOKING 
& VAPING 
NEEDS 

1 20 mL E-LIQUID

$21.99 $9.99
Offer expires 02/28/2017

20% OFF
ALL GLASS PIPES

Offer expires 02/28/2017

Starter Kits
MODS 
Tanks

Hookahs
Vaporizers

E-Juice
Cigars

Tobacco
Pipes, Bubblers, 

Water Pipes
Other Smoking  

Accessories
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LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE
The key to asset protection!

Long-term care insurance is an insurance product which helps 
pay for the cost of long-term care, which is not covered by 

health insurance, Medicare or Medicaid.

ASK THE EXPERT: Joanne Boyd, RN, MS 
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist for over 16 years

COMPARE AND SAVE! 
Choose custom plans with the best features and discounts,  

from all the top companies, without over-buying!   

For more information and a free brochure to learn about long term care
Call Joanne at 480-699-9610 or email at JoanneBoyd80@gmail.com 

Web:  LongTermCareAdvisors.com/boyd 

AVOID
Burdening 
your family

CHOOSE
Care where  
you want

Submitted by Hosanna Lutheran Church

Happy Valentine’s Day wishes to 
everyone. 

This is a big theme you will 
hear a lot this month. I look forward to the 
annual meeting of wondering husbands. 
We will meet again on Feb. 14, in the 
greeting card section at Bashas’ on the 
corner of Ellsworth and Brown roads. We 
all will be reading through those cards and 
wondering whether we should go for a bit 
of humor or for the sweet sappy card… 
Hmmm. I think we have scheduled our 
meeting for husbands for 3 p.m. this year. 
See you there, gentlemen. 

This is what we do on St. Valentine’s 
Day, as we pick up some flowers and a 
card to remind that someone special she 
really is special, and we express our love for 
one another. It’s an ancient tradition now, 
reaching back for centuries. 

It’s actually a Christian holiday with 
roots growing up from the love of Christ 
himself, a love expressed in his people, 
including Saint Valentine. Do you know 
there really was a Saint Valentine? The 
legend comes from a real Christian priest 
who lived in the late 200s AD, and there 
are many legends and folklore stories 

about him. 
He was known for preaching of the 

love of Christ Jesus and the redemption 
Jesus brought for us all. In the name of 
Christ, Valentine, or Valentinus, was said 
to have performed many secret Christian 
weddings for couples who also believed in 
the love of Christ. 

Those weddings were illegal to 
the Roman Emperor, and Valentinus 
was condemned for performing those 
weddings because married men were less 
willing to march off to war in the emper-
or’s army. So, Valentinus was arrested and 
jailed and told to deny his faith in Jesus. 
But he would not. 

There is even a story of him healing 
the blind eyes of the daughter of a judge. 
In some versions of the story, he then fell 
in love with the healed young woman, and 
he left her love notes signed Your Valentine 
when he was martyred. 

How much of that is true and irrefut-
able? I don’t know. We do know, however, 
there really was a Valentine who believed 
in and proclaimed the love of Christ for us 
all. We remember that love and compas-
sion still today, and we celebrate it on the 
anniversary of Valentine’s death, Feb. 14. 
Come join us at Hosanna, as well, as we 
celebrate God’s love all year round.  

For more information, call  
(480) 984-1414. Hosanna 
Lutheran Church is located at 
9601 E. Brown Road.

RELIGION

Saint Valentine’s Day
Has Christian Roots

Zaina Rashid, 
D.O., F.A.A.D., F.A.O.C.D.

DR. RASHID IS A MEMBER OF:

American Academy of Dermatology

American Osteopathic Association

American Society of  
Mohs Surgery

American Society for Laser 
Medicine and Surgery

The American Academy of  
Cosmetic Surgery

The American Society for 
Dermatologic Surgery

Skin Cancer
Mohs Skin  

Cancer Surgery
Acne
Warts

Psoriasis
Moles

Sun Damage
Wrinkles

Botox
Juvederm
Rosacea

Laser
Platelet Rich 
Plasma- PRP 

Therapy in Hair 
Restoration  
& Collagen  

Rejuvenation

Dr. Rashid is a board certified dermatologist, 
cosmetic and Mohs micrographic surgeon. 
She received her medical degree from Kansas 
City School of Medicine and Biosciences. 
She completed her internship at Oakwood 
Hospital in Trenton, Michigan and her residency 
at Midwestern University/Arizona Desert 
Dermatology Residency Program. 

She has been published in numerous journals and 
received recognition for her volunteer work with the 
United Nations Health Mission and other various 
organizations within the state of Arizona. 

***Dr. Rashid is pleased to announce the recent 
merge with Advanced Dermatology -  
Dr. Michaud***
The practice has maintained an excellent  
reputation in the community!

40% OFF 
Cosmetic Services

SPECIALIZING IN TREATMENTS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

5424 E. Southern Ave., Suite 103  
Mesa, AZ 85206
(480) 396-2300

OPEN:
Monday - Friday 8 - 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 - 1 (once a month)
Insurance Accepted
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By Jon Englund

Downsizing? 
Determined 
to get rid 

of stuff you no longer 
need? Cleaning out 
a home or an estate? 
Stop! Know Before 
You Throw.

I don’t know 
about you, but the 
original Star Wars 
movie, from 1977, was one of my all-time 
favorites. I loved the iconic characters of 
Han Solo, Luke Skywalker, Darth Vader 
and, of course, Princess Leia Organa. As 
most of us know by now, we lost Princess 
Leia by way of actress Carrie Fisher’s 
recent and sudden passing. 

Star Wars went on to become one 
of the most enduring film franchises 
of all time. And with that popularity 
came merchandising in the form of toys, 
games, models and action figures, just to 
name a few. 

Some years ago, I was called in to help 
with the sale of a rather sizeable collec-
tion of pop-culture memorabilia, mostly 
from the 1960s and 1970s. There were 
old comic books, GI Joe dolls, and other 
popular culture items from that time. 
However, I’ll never forget opening the 
boxes containing the Star Wars stuff. 

Inside were all of the first series 
action figurines manufactured by Kenner. 
They were in mint in-the-box (never 

opened or played with) 
condition. Even 20 years 
ago, when I sold those 
items, they each brought hundreds of 
dollars. Those same things only sold for a 
few dollars when they first showed up at 
the retail stores.

Scarcity and condition always 
dictate prices. Now, with Carrie Fisher 
gone, the Princess Leia figurines might 
see a spike in value. Perhaps now would 
be a good time to take a stroll down 
memory lane and rummage through your 
old boxes. Who knows, maybe the force 
will be with you. 

Jon Englund has more than 25 years of 
experience in appraising and liquidating 
personal property, jewelry, art, collectibles, 
antiques, furniture, printed items and more. 
A Midwest transplant, Jon trained at New 
York University in appraisal studies.

For more information, call (480) 
699-1567. You also can send an email to 
Jon@KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO.
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MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL

CHECK EACH BOX AS A GUIDE:
❑ Name correct?    ❑ Address correct?    ❑ Phone # correct?    ❑ Ad copy correct?    ❑ Offer correct, if any?

EMAIL BACK TO: ads@ndnr.com or FAX BACK TO: (480) 275-7712

• Look over your project and check for errors; spelling, address, telephone numbers,  
   copy or content. NDNR is not responsible for typos or incorrect information.

• Please note that due to differences in monitor calibration, colors on this digital proof  
   may not match actual printed colors. 

• Sign this page and email or fax it back to NDNR. 

• Any changes from this point forward may cost you in time and materials. 

• NDNR cannot process your job until receipt of sign-off. 

AD FORM
CLIENT                                                                                           

CONTACT                                                                                       

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE                                                             

PHONE                                                                                           

FAX                                                                                                 

DATE                                                                                               

AD APPROVAL:
❑ Ad approved as is   

❑ Corrections needed 
    client will supply a correct ad file

❑ Corrections desired 
    client authorizes NDNR to make changes  
      indicated;  design fee applies.

LOCAL BUSINESS

R I S T O R A N T E

Roma CafeRoma Cafe
7210 E. Main St.
Mesa, AZ 85207

Dine-in • Carryout • Catering
romacaferistorante.com

480-654-0558

Private party room available 
for up to 70 guests!

HOURS
Lunch: T-F 11-2

Dinner: M-Sa 4-9, Su 3-7

EVERY SUNDAY
Dinner Buffet $10.25
Car Show (3-7pm)

Special Valentine’s Day  
Hours: 4pm - 9pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME! 
Reservations strongly suggested 

for parties of 5 and up • Open menu available 
Ask about our Valentine’s Day dinner specials 

Sorry, no coupons accepted February 14, 2017

Call for a complimentary consultation

(480) 844-1410
4540 East Baseline Road, Suite 117

Mesa, Arizona 85206 | DRHIATT.COM  

PLASTIC SURGERY OF
Tummy * Breast * Face * Ears * Nose * Eyelids

Male Breast Removal * Liposuction * Laser Hair Removal
Mommy Makeover * Underarm Sweat Solutions

All injections are administered by Dr. Hiatt
Botox * Juvederm * Voluma

Now there’s miraDry®

• Immediate results that last
• Dramatic reduction of underarm sweat
• Non-invasive, in-office procedure with minimal to no downtime
• FDA-cleared
• Toxin-free, no need for endless treatments
• No need for ineffective antiperspirants

Call Dr. Hiatt  at 480-844-1410 
to schedule your appointment!

$250 OFF 
MiraDry Procedure 
for the next 40 patients  

that schedule an  
appointment

KNOW BEFORE 
YOU THROW

Jon Englund



www.UpCloseAZ.com

Up Close   February 2017   7

LAS SENDAS GOLF CLUB
Award Winning Dining, Fabulous Entertainment and World Class Golf

THE VISTAS PAVILION 
Wedding Wire Couples Choice Award 
2016 – The Vistas Pavilion
The Vistas Pavilion is among the top 5 percent of 
wedding professionals on WeddingWire. This award 
honors the exemplary work we did in 2016 and the 
highly regarded reputation established with our 
clients. Our client review score has been 4.9/5.0 for 
the past three years for quality of service, profession-
alism, responsiveness, value and flexibility.

The Vistas at Las Sendas offers a premier 
wedding experience on an elevated mountain location, 
with panoramic views of the Phoenix valley, sunsets 
and city lights. 

The Vistas is transforming service excellence of 
our wedding venue by engaging you in designing your 
décor, entertainment and catering, along with our 
expert event planning team. We have an open door 
policy for outside vendors. 

We are flexible and easy to work with. Your vision 
is our challenge. Our promise is to meet and exceed 
your expectations.

March / April Wedding 2017 Special
The Vistas Pavilion is offering discounted ceremony 
and reception pricing for dates remaining in March 
and April 2017. For further details and package 
information, please call (480) 352-2614, or email 
tmcbean@lassendas.com.

Summer 2017 Wedding Special
The Vistas Wedding Pavilion at Las Sendas is pleased 
to offer the following Summer Special Wedding 
Package for events booked and hosted in the months of 
June, July, August and the first two weeks in September 
2017. The total cost is $3,999 (does not include tax 
and gratuity), and the fee includes the following items:

Ceremony
White garden chairs, wedding arch, setup and 
breakdown of the ceremony, gift table and lemonade 
station, as well as champagne with fruit and cheese 
platter in the bridal room.

Reception
An eight-hour venue booking, setup and breakdown of 
reception, tables, padded chairs, 12-by-12 dance floor, 
black or ivory tablecloths and napkins, votive candles 
on tables, complimentary cake cutting, bridal room, 
wedding coordinator and plated or buffet dinner.

THE PATIO AND  
THE GRILLE
Our February Wine Dinner features wines from 
Darioush. Seating is limited. Make your reservations 
now. A five-course dinner is paired with wines at $90 
plus tax and gratuity per person.

Super Bowl Sunday 
Gather all your friends for the biggest game of the 
year, and join us at The Grille at Las Sendas for 
wings and beer specials starting at 3 p.m., and the 
All-You-Can-Eat Pasta Buffet, starting at 5 p.m.

VALENTINE’S DAY THE PATIO 
AT LAS SENDAS

Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner or just cocktails 
seven days a week, with nightly live entertainment.

Weekly Best Specials
Monday Night
Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes and Biscuit with 
Honey for $16.95.

Wine Down Wednesday 
Enjoy 40 percent off bottles of wine under $100 all 
day Wednesday.

Thursday Night 
Prime Rib Dinner—10-ounce for $17.95 or 
14-ounce for $22.95.

Friday Night
Chef ’s Fish Special—changes weekly (market price).

Sunday Night
All-You-Can-Eat Pasta Buffet for $15.95.

First
Maryland Lump  
Crab Cake 
Lemon Thyme Aioli 
over Frisee, Roasted Red 
Fresno Chile

Second
Lobster Bisque 
Crème Fraiche,  
Lemon Dill 

Nova Scotia Smoke 
Salmon 
Caper Berries, Rocket 
Arugula with Meyer 
Lemon Vinaigrette

Arugula, Red and 
Golden Beets 
Blue Cheese Crumbles, 
Citrus Essence Vinaigrette

Third
Cherry Crusted  
Rack of Lamb 
Garlic Gratin Potatoes, 
Braised Balsamic Fennel

Grass Fed Beef Filet 
with Chimichurri, Herb 
Marinated Jumbo Prawns 
Grilled Asparagus, 
Mushroom Risotto

Crab Stuffed Flounder 
Champagne Cream, Truffle 
Mash, Root Vegetable

Dessert
Red Velvet Tort
Mix Berry Compote
Cookies and Crème Brûlée
White Chocolate Rose 
Petal Crème Brûlée
Ricotta Confectionary 
Cookies

Carrying forward into February is our super popular 
Free Polo Shirt Promotion. Purchase any retail merchan-
dise in the Golf Shop for $69.95, and receive a free men’s 
or ladies’ logoed Las Sendas golf shirt.

New merchandise is arriving every week in our Golf 
Shop. Come in and check out the new arrivals.

Feb. 14 is Valentine’s Day. Why not take your 
Valentine out for some golf and spoil that special person 
with some wonderful Las Sendas Private Label Wines? 
Available in the Golf Shop, we have Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot, Chardonnay and Pinot Grigio at only $18.95 per 
bottle, and discounts apply if you buy multiple bottles.

Ladies Nine and Wine on Thursday 
Afternoons
Non-members are welcome every Thursday for nine 
holes of golf and wine after your round. Tee off starts at 
2 p.m., and it is a non-competitive fun nine holes of golf 
with your friends. At $39 plus tax per player, the fun 
includes driving range and shared golf cart. Meet new 
people from the Las Sendas community. To sign up, call 
the Golf Shop at (480) 396-4000.

The driving range is open to the public. We offer a daily 
rate to practice at our facility. Only $20 gets you unlimited 
range balls and use of our putting green, chipping green and 
sand bunker. We offer 50 percent off for juniors under 14.

Golf Rates for February
Sunday through Wednesday, rates are $99/$79/$49; and 
Thursday through Saturday, rates are $109/$89/$59. 
Rates are before noon; noon to 2 p.m.; and after 2 p.m.

Community members who want to play at Las Sendas, 
please go to our website at lassendas.com, and scroll down 
to Book a Tee Time. From there, you can choose the day you 
want to play and the rate you want to pay. 

Las Sendas Golf Memberships
Did you know that Las Sendas has one of the lowest 
monthly principle dues of any golf course in the Valley? 
Come join the fun.

Principle only $383 per month. Add family  
for only $133 per month. Call Wayne McBean at  
(480) 396-4000, ext. 201.

THE GOLF SHOP

Make your reservation early for 
Valentine’s Day
Enjoy a romantic four-course dinner for $125 plus tax 
and gratuity per couple. Your evening comes complete 
with a long-stem rose and city light views. Limo service 
is provided for an additional $25 per couple (limited to 
two-mile radius). Call for details (480) 396-4000.
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Valentine’s 
DINNER

An Evening of Romance and Dining

Enjoy a Romantic 4-Course Prix 
Fix Menu. Your evening comes 

complete with a long-stem rose 
and city light views! 

Tuesday, February 14th, 2017
The Patio at Las Sendas

$125 Per Couple
(plus tax and gratuity)

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

For Reservations

events@lassendas.com  
or 480-396-4000

www.lassendas.com

1ST
Maryland Lump  

Crab Cake,
Lemon Thyme Aioli over Frisee, 

Roasted Red Fresno Chile

 
2ND 

Lobster Bisque
 Crème Fraiche, Lemon Dill 

Nova Scotia Smoke Salmon
  Caper Berries, Rocket Arugula 
with Meyer Lemon Vinaigrette

Arugula, Red &  
Golden Beets

 Blue Cheese Crumbles, Citrus 
Essence Vinaigrette

3RD
Cherry Crusted  
Rack of Lamb

 Garlic Gratin Potatoes, Braised 
Balsamic Fennel

Grass Fed Beef Filet 
with Chimichurri, Herb 

Marinated Jumbo Prawns
 Grill Asparagus,  

Mushroom Risotto

Crab Stuffed Flounder
 Champagne Cream, Truffle 

Mash, Root Vegetable

DESSERT
Red Velvet Tort
Mix Berry Compote

Cookies & Crème Brulee
White Chocolate Rose Petal 

Crème Brulee
Ricotta Confectionary Cookies

WINE DINNER

2015 DARIOUSH VIOGNIER • 2013 DARIOUSH CHARDONNAY 
2012 DARIOUSH PINOT NOIR • 2013 DARIOUSH MERLOT 

2013 DARIOUSH CABERNET SAUVIGNON
 

Tasting table to feature
2013 DARIOUSH CABERNET FRANC • 2011 DARIOUSH SHIRAZ

2013 DARIOUSH CARAVAN CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
Make reservations now!!! 

Limited to the first fifty guests

THE VISTAS PAVILION • LAS SENDAS GOLF CLUB 
7555 E. EAGLE CREST DR. MESA, AZ 85207

FEB 25TH 2017 6PM
$90 ++ PER PERSON

LIMITED SEATING FOR ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER WINERIES
FIVE COURSE DINNER PAIRED WITH THE FOLLOWING WINES

CARPET 
TILE 

WOOD 
LAMINATE 

VINYL

100% 
WATER 
PROOF 

LAMINATE

Come on in to our nearby Mesa location and check out our large inventory

7601 E. Main St. - Mesa AZ 85207 - (480) 288-2771

CARPET
GOOD – Carpet, 1/2” pad, 2 colors - $1.30/sf 
installed or $11.70/sq yd installed
BETTER – Solid and Fleck Carpet, Lifetime Soil 
and Stain Warranties
6 colors in stock, 1/2” pad - $1.55/sf installed or 
$13.95/sq yd installed
BEST – 60 oz. Stain Resistant Carpet - $2.55/sf or 
$23/sq yd installed over a premium 1/2” pad

VINYL
IVC Sheet Vinyl, 10 colors in stock,  
$3.22/sf installed

LAMINATE
GOOD – $3.49/sf installed, 10 colors in stock, 
silent-walk underlayment pad
BEST – 12mm Handscrape w/bevel edge with 
silent-walk underlayment pad, 10 colors in 
stock - $4.25/sf

TILE
GOOD – 20x20 Porcelain Tile, 3 colors in stock 
- $3.99/sf installed
PORCELAIN TILE – Wood Look, 6 colors - 
$4.50/sf installed

Ask 
about our 

$1.49/sf 
porcelain tile 

specials!

CALL US TODAY FOR ANY OF YOUR FLOORING NEEDS! 
Licensed & Bonded   Arizona License Number ROC278692

Bear down on these specials!
(480) 288-2771  (520) 723-1003

Family Owned   Free In-Home Estimates   We Install

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS at:
7601 E. Main St., Mesa or GrizzlysFlooring.com
Mon – Fri 8 am to 4:30 pm   Sat 8 am to 12 pm

1519 N. Pinal Ave., Casa Grande AZ 85122

We bring samples to you!

$150 OFF
GRIZZLY’S FLOORING

See store for details.  
Minimum purchase of $1,500.

Must present coupon at time of purchase.  
Expires 2/28/2017.

Orthopaedic
  Excellence

I N  E A S T  M E S A

Offering a wide range of specialized 
services — including hip and knee 
replacements, shoulder surgery and 
arthritis management.

Most insurance plans accepted.
Same-day appointments* and online scheduling available.

Convenient online scheduling available at

MesaOrthoDocs.com
For more information, call

480-354-5900

Ralph Heap, M.D. Brian McWhorter, D.O. Andrew Wellman, M.D.

Member of Physician Group of Arizona
Where healthy relationships begin.

mvmedicalcenter.com HedleyOrtho.com  |        

*Some restrictions apply.
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SELLING • BUYING 
INVESTING

LORRAINE RYALL
Realtor, CDPE, CSSN
602-571-6799
www.Homes2SellAZ.com
Lorraine@Homes2SellAZ.com

IT’S NOT JUST A HOUSE—IT’S YOUR HOME
Buying or selling a home can be stressful.   

Finding the right Realtor shouldn’t be. 
Specializing in Las Sendas and East Mesa—a local resident since 1998 

FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE WITH COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES:
• Home Evaluation • Exclusive Marketing Plan • Professional Photography         
• Virtual Tours • Home Staging • Repair and Upgrades Consultation

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH—FIND OUT TODAY www.InstantHomeValueAZ.com
SEARCH THE MLS AND KEEP UPDATED ON THE MARKET www.Homes2SellAZ.com

"Lorraine was fantastic! From our very 
first phone call, through closing and 
afterwards, Lorraine was friendly, attentive, 
accommodating, diligent, diplomatic, 
ethical, meticulous, patient, punctual, 
respectful, and trustworthy. You will not 
find a more knowledgeable Realtor for this 
area. Lorraine's negotiating skills were 
"spot on"  and she remained diligent and 
informative throughout the inspection/
repair process, and into closing. Lorraine 
has remained attentive after closing and 
has been a godsend for welcoming us into 
the community." – Scott and DeAnna

Ridgeview
No HOA - Pool $279,900
1706 Sq Ft, 3 Bed 2 Bath

Mountain Bridge
Backs to Wash - $475,000
2680 Sq Ft, 4 Bed, 3 Bath

Las Sendas
Corner Lot - $434,500

2835 Sq Ft, 3 Bed 3.5 Bath

Palm Lane 3/4 Acre
No HOA - Pool $335,000
2053 Sq Ft, 3 Bed 2 Bath

U N D E R  CO N T R AC TU N D E R  CO N T R AC T

REAL ESTATE

By Lorraine Ryall
Realtor, CDPE, CSSN
KOR Properties

As we head into Arizona’s 
peak real estate season, if 
you are planning to sell 

your home this year, now is the 
time to get it ready to list. 

To help with the selling 
process, I am writing a series of 
articles, which began with the 
January article, focusing on what upgrades sell your home. 
Next month’s article is on home staging. You can read 
all these articles on my website at Homes2SellAZ.com, 
under the Blog section.

WHAT’S MY HOME WORTH?
You may want to jump on Zillow or other Real Estate 
sites, but I urge you to hold off and get a market 
analysis from a local Realtor. While Zillow will give 
you a value quickly, their values are often way off, as 
they can only look at statistics. They usually use a 
larger area from which to pull those statistics, and the 
data can be outdated. 

Our neighborhoods are very different here in East 
Mesa, and the values are skewed when the data is pulled 
from other neighborhoods. There are many other factors 
affecting your home’s value, which the computer cannot 
calculate, such as the upgrades you have. These upgrades 
include a pool, location, views, golf course lots, single-story 
versus two-story homes and many more. All these make a 
big difference in your home’s value. 

If you do want to go online to get a quick value, you 
can go to InstantHomeValueAZ.com, which takes you 
to my website, and I personally will run the report for 
you. However, the only way to get the true market value 
of your home is to schedule an appointment to get a free 
home valuation.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT REALTOR
Like every industry, there are a lot of Realtors from which 
you can choose, and it may seem overwhelming when 
trying to decide which Realtor to pick. So, here are some 
helpful tips to keep in mind. Remember, you don’t want to 
just list your home. You want to sell it.

Marketing—More than 96 percent of homebuyers 
will use the Internet to search for homes. So, online 
marketing is a key. Your Realtor needs to have a strong 
online marketing presence, which includes all the top 
sights, such as Zillow, Realtor.com, etc., and on social 
media, such as YouTube and Facebook. 

Choose a Local Agent—It is always amazing to me 
when I see an agent from Scottsdale or other areas listing a 
home in Mesa. Although online marketing is so important, 
you still want an agent who knows your area well, can tell 
potential buyers all about living in Mesa and what it has 
to offer, as well as what makes your home stand out above 
the rest. They also need to be close enough to be able to 
show your home to potential buyers and be close at hand 
throughout the selling process

Additional Marketing—Determine what other 
marketing the Realtor offers, such as professional 
photography, virtual tours, showcasing your listing, flyers, 
newspaper ads, etc. The more marketing and higher quality 
of marketing really can enhance your listing and give it the 
added exposure to get it sold in the shortest time for the 
highest price.

Understanding the Market—Your Realtor should 
have a good understanding of the current market, as well 
as your particular neighborhood. Not all neighborhoods 
are the same. A single-story home gets a premium price 
in one neighborhood. Yet a two-story home may get a 
premium price in another. Are we in a buyer’s or seller’s 
market? This makes a huge difference on marketing and 
pricing your home.

Negotiating Skills—Your Realtor needs to have 
strong negotiating skills. Receiving an offer is just the 
beginning. Now, you start the negotiations, and your 
Realtor needs to know how to negotiate on your behalf 
to get you the best possible price and terms. Once the 
contract has been agreed to, the buyer will have inspec-
tions. This often can become an issue, and, in some 
cases, the contract is cancelled during the inspection 
period because the parties cannot agree. Your Realtor 
needs to know how to negotiate and even think outside 
the box sometimes to keep the transaction moving and 
all parties happy.

Communication—This is a key in a successful 
closing. There needs to be good and constant communica-
tion between you and your Realtor, as well as your Realtor 
and all other parties, such as the title company, the buyer’s 
agent and buyer’s lender. 

Check out your Realtor on the Internet—Make sure 
the Realtor has a good website and Internet presence, and 
check them out on sites, such as Zillow.com, and read the 
reviews from past clients.

Please contact me if you would like a free home valu-
ation to determine the current market value of your home 
or for any additional information. 

Lorraine Ryall has been a Multi-Million Dollar producer  
for the past nine years. You can reach Lorraine at  
(602) 571-6799. You also can send her an email at  
Lorraine@Homes2SellAZ.com, or visit her website at 
Homes2SellAZ.com.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT REALTOR AND GET
THE BEST VALUE WHEN SELLING YOUR HOME

Lorraine Ryall



10   February 2017   Las Sendas Up Close    

www.UpCloseAZ.com

Diagnostics 
Suspension 
Brakes 
Tires 
Alignment 
Electrical 
Maintenance 

LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY

Submitted by H and I Automotive 

Everyone knows you need fuel for your car to 
run, but over the years, the system your car 
uses to deliver that fuel to the engine has 

changed tremendously. 
It all started with the introduction of the carbu-

retor, and has evolved into direct fuel injection, which 
is finding its way into most modern vehicles.

The carburetor was used to spray fuel into the 
intake manifold, where it would be mixed with air 
and delivered to all the cylinders at once. This caused 
two issues. First, every cylinder getting fuel, when 
only one is used at a time, was very inefficient and 
wasted fuel. Second, the cylinders closest to the 
carburetor would receive more fuel than the cylinders 
farther away. 

A single fuel injector, located in the same position 
as the carburetor, eventually replaced said carburetor. 
Aside from having a little better fuel management, 
however, the fuel delivery issues remained.

This led to the development of multi-point fuel 
injection. Fuel would now be delivered to the firing 
cylinder only. Each cylinder had its own dedicated 
injector, which was fired when that cylinder required 
fuel. The injector also moved the fuel introduction 
point from on top of the air intake manifold to the 
bottom of the manifold. 

Only the cylinder combusting would receive fuel, and 
all cylinders would now receive the same amount. The 
fuel efficiency and performance of vehicles was increased 
greatly by this innovation. Problem solved, right?

Well, there always is room for improvement, 
which leads us to direct injection fuel manage-
ment. Direct injection bypasses the intake manifold 
completely and introduces fuel directly into the 
cylinder. The benefit of this process is the injectors 
can be programmed to increase and decrease the 

amount of fuel they deliver. This will increase fuel 
efficiency even more by lowering the amount of fuel 
used during idle and when at a cruise. 

Unfortunately, there is a serious downside to 
direct injection. Direct injection will lead to excessive 
carbon build up on your vehicle’s intake valves if you 
do not properly maintain the system. Carbon is left 
behind when fuel burns in the engine. This carbon 
is left everywhere, on the intake manifold, the valves 
and even on the pistons. 

When the fuel came through the intake manifold 
and valve, it would help keep them clean. Direct injec-
tion will allow the carbon to build up on the valves 
and cause them to not close properly. The result is a 
rough running engine, most likely, causing the check 
engine light to come on.

Fuel system cleaning always has been important 
to maintain efficiency and performance. With direct 
injection, it will now prevent a costly visit to your 
service provider. Direct injection vehicle owners are 
encouraged to have their vehicle’s fuel system cleaned 
every 15,000 miles by a professional service facility. 
Standard fuel injection vehicles should have their 
systems cleaned every 30,000 miles. 

We also recommend using only top tier fuel 
stations when you fill up your car. These companies 
use additives in their fuels to help keep your system 
clean. You can learn more about top tier fuels by 
visiting toptiergas.com. Good fuel system preventive 
maintenance will lead to better economy and lower 
vehicle repair costs. 

For more information, call H and I Automotive at  
(480) 985-9279. We are a full service professional auto-
motive service center, serving our East Valley neighbors 
since 2009. Find us online at handiautomotive.com, or 
on Facebook and Google+.

By Pat Favier
RMR Social Club Secretary

On Thursday, Jan. 12, the Red 
Mountain Ranch Social Club was 
privileged to feature a speaker from 

our own community. 
David Bransby, a retired emeritus 

professor from Auburn University, special-
izing in the field of bioenergy, spoke to our group regarding renewable 
energy sources so important to our world’s vast needs.

In the United States, we have long been dependent on fossil fuels, 
such as oil, coal and natural gas, to supply our energy needs. These 
sources are finite and cannot be replaced. Some oil must be imported, 
and costs can be both in dollars and lives. Sources, such as wind, 
solar, hydro, biomass and geothermal, are renewable and can produce 
electricity, but only biomass can produce liquid transportation fuels, 
such as gasoline, diesel and aviation fuels.

For more than 29 years, Professor Bransby’s research has 
contributed in showing that cellulosic biomass from sources, such 
as wood, grasses, crop residue, algae and industrial wastes, can be 
converted to enough liquid transportation fuels to replace all the oil 
imported from OPEC. 

Gasification and gas-to-liquid conversion is one approach to 
production of hydrocarbon fuels from cellulosic biomass. These 
gases can be burned to power an internal combustion engine, which 
could drive an electric power generator, or can be reconstituted into 
hydrocarbon fuels.

The current cost of defending our oil interests in the Middle East 
in terms of lives and dollars is huge and contributes to a massive U.S. 
negative balance of trade, a serious national concern.

Wouldn’t it be encouraging if we no longer had to depend on 
foreign sources to supply our energy needs?

David Bransby continues to consult with government and 
commercial entities toward bringing these opportunities and opera-
tions to a reality. 

If you are interested in hearing informational speakers, such as Professor 
Bransby, come to one of the Red Mountain Ranch Social Club meetings 
on the second Thursday of each month, at 9:30 a.m., at the Country Club, 
located just off Redmont Drive.

Real Estate In Las Sendas

brought to you by:

John Karadsheh

Information gathered from the Arizona Regional Multiple Listing Service is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
Sales Information Provided By John Karadsheh, ABR, CRS, DESIGNATED BROKER

KOR Properties www.KORproperties.com 

Address
Square

Feet
Sold Price

Las Sendas Area 
Market Report

Sales for the Month  
of December 2016

Community

2846 N. Rowen Cir.	 1,571	 Silverhawke	 $269,900

2430 N. Raven Cir.	 1,762	 Grayfox	 $280,000

2758 N. Augustine	 1,571	 Trailridge	 $285,000

3055 N. Red Mountain #182	 2,451	 Ironwood Pass	 $311,900

7020 E. Regina St.	 2,451	 Tapestry Mountain	 $339,900

7258 E. Norland St.	 2,835	 Trailridge	 $345,000

7246 E. Norland St.	 2,475	 Trailridge	 $345,500

3060 N. Ridgecrest St. #179	 2,105	 Desert Vistas	 $365,000

8251 E. Teton Cir.	 2,478	 Stonecliff	 $410,000

3846 N. Red Sky Cir.	 2,815	 Echo Canyon	 $422,500

3706 N. Barron 	 2,226	 Highlands	 $444,000

4010 N. Terra Mesa Cir.	 2,309	 Stonecliff	 $525,000

7130 E. Saddleback St. #48	 3,600	 Golf Colony	 $848,000

3247 N. Ladera Cir.	 3,930	 Rock Canyon	 $1,120,000

Learn the dirty truth  
ABOUT FUEL SYSTEMS

Community Resident Speaks 
On Renewable Energy Sources
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REAL ESTATE EXPERTS 
SINCE 1972  

John Karadsheh,  ABR, CRS  Owner/Designated Broker 
Natascha Ovando-Karadsheh, Owner/REALTOR®  
Christina Ovando, Owner/REALTOR®      

KORproperties.com   480.568.8680 

FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE WITH NO HIDDEN TRANSACTION FEES! 

The KOR PROPERTIES Team                              
Lorraine Ryall  

Realtor®, CDPE, CSSN 
602.571-6766 

TURNKEY IN LAS SENDAS! 
3 BR + Office + Loft 

$345,000 

4+ ACRES & 10 CAR GARAGE! 
MesaEstate.com 

9,258 SF, 5 Bedrooms + Office + Game Room + Guest House 

$4,500,000 

MAHOGANY 
4BR, 3 BA - Large Citrus Lot 

$557,500 

LAS SENDAS - ONE OWNER 
Granite Counters - Prime Lot 

$311,900 

LAS SENDAS CUSTOM 
Luxury At Its Finest! 

$1,825,000 

THUNDER MOUNTAIN 
Build Your Dream Custom Home! 

$349,000 

PEGASUS AIRPARK 
Runway Lot! Build Your Dream Home 

$225,500 

LAS SENDAS - ONE OWNER 
Corner Lot - Open Floor Plan 

$434,900 

MOUNTAIN BRIDGE 
Semi-Custom - Amazing Views! 

$615,000 

East Valley Real Estate Experts! 

Khalida “Kelly” Michael 
Associate Broker, GRI 

602.399.3720 

Denny Harless 
Realtor®, E-Pro, GRI 

602.550.7766 

Cynthia Watts 
Realtor® 

480.570.1579 

Glen Bowling 
Realtor® 

480.201.5453 

SOLD - BUYER REPRESENTED SOLD! 

EXCEPTIONAL LAS SENDAS CUSTOM HOME 
4353DesertsGate.com 

6,524 SF, 5 Bedrooms + Office + Home Theater + Guest House 

$1,837,500 

SOLD! SOLD! 
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If you love the hunt and are thrilled by the catch, 
do your retail shopping therapy at A Robin’s Nest. 

You’re sure to find many extraordinary things!

Are you cleaning out, organizing, and want to be 
free from clutter? Relieve stress and turn your 

treasures into cash by consigning with us!

Open Monday-Thursday
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Friday 10:00am - 8:00 pm
Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm

What’s in Store?
Upscale gently used furniture, home 

goods, small appliances, wall art, jewelry, 
antiques, collectibles and more.

For more information, visit 
RobinsNestResale.com  
or call Robin or Joshua  

@ 480-984-8485

10% 

Off 
One Item

 facebook.com/RobinsNestResale

Surprise your Valentine With a Treasure 
From Robin’s Nest

A Robin’s Nest Resale and Consignment Shop
(Alta Mesa Plaza)

5253 E. Brown Road, Suite 101 • Mesa, AZ 85205
480-984-8485

Offering a world class education 
in a beautiful and peaceful setting. 

At RMMA, we give your child the keys to unlock the 
magic and wonders of childhood...

A.M.I./A.M.S. certIfIed teAcherS

Red Mountain Montessori Academy

480-654-1124
6426 E. McDowell Road

Take a look at our website to research the advantages of the Montessori Method

www.redmountainmontessori.com

Check out 
our Web site!

*Call for Details.

$45*
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EDUCATION

Submitted by Self Development Academy 

A student’s path to academic success begins with 
the kindergarten program at Self Development 
Academy (SDA).

Parent and elementary school faculty member Jessie 
Christensen happily voices her thoughts regarding the 
kindergarten program at SDA. “I have two daughters 
attending kindergarten at SDA,” she stated. “I am amazed 
every day with the work my children are doing and the 
level at which they are performing. They both already 
were reading within the first month of school and doing 
addition and subtraction facts,” Jessie continued. “They love 
coming to school. Their teachers, as well as all the staff, 
truly care for my daughters and want them to succeed.” 
Similar comments and testimonies are heard over and over 
again from SDA parents.

 
SDA
SDA, a public charter school, serving students from kinder-
garten through grade eight, is known in the local community 
and statewide for its outstanding academic programs. Now 
in its 17th year, SDA consistently has been ranked among 
the top five elementary and junior high schools in the state. 
The success of SDA students is due to Dr. Anjum Majeed, 
its visionary leader. Dedicated faculty and staff, as well as 
supportive parents and hardworking, diligent students all 
play an important role in the school’s continued success.

THE SDA CORE CURRICULUM
SDA offers an accelerated curriculum, with students 
learning a minimum of one grade level ahead of the 
Arizona Department of Education Standards. The SDA 
kindergarten curriculum emphasizes the two main areas of 
language arts and mathematics. The language arts curric-
ulum focuses on phonemic awareness, reading fluency, 
reading comprehension, handwriting and grammar. 

At the end of the kindergarten year, students are 
reading fluently at the grade one level and writing complete 
sentences. They even are creating their own storybooks. 

Number sense, addition and subtraction, fractions, patterns 
and the basics of time and money are components of the 
mathematics curriculum. During the kindergarten year, 
students master the concept of addition and subtraction 
and memorize math facts. By the end of the kindergarten 
year, SDA students are well prepared to continue with the 
accelerated curriculum as grade-one students. 

SPECIALS AT SDA 
In addition to laying a strong language arts and math-
ematics foundation, SDA offers weekly specials, including 
physical education, music and art classes. For more than 
fives years, Mrs. Christy Porter, the music and violin 
teacher at SDA, has led the music class. The students 
showcase their musical talents twice a year at the Winter 
Program and Kindergarten Promotion Ceremony. 

Each classroom at SDA has an interactive computer 
board allowing technology to be woven into curriculum, as 
well. Through specials, the kindergarten students develop 
other important skills, such as gross and fine motor and 
social skills. 

THE SDA KINDERGARTEN TEAM
The success of the kindergarten program is due in large part 
to the SDA Kindergarten Team. This team is made up of 
Mrs. Kathi Haschke, Mrs. Lori Redivo, Mrs. Linda Steiner 
and Mrs. Kelli Wolfe. Kindergarten aides and other school 
personnel support the kindergarten program and students, 
too. The teachers and staff foster the high academic and 
personal standards of the program in a nurturing envi-
ronment. The Kindergarten Team is passionate about 
educating children, many serving the SDA community 
for more than five years. The team is dedicated to being a 
special part of the educational experiences of students.  

Enroll now. Limited spaces are available for the 2017 – 2018 
school year. For more information regarding SDA, or to 
arrange a tour, please contact the front office at  
(480) 641-2640. 

Kindergarten Program Is An 
Exceptional Educational Experience

䈀爀椀渀最 椀渀 琀栀椀猀 挀漀甀瀀漀渀 愀渀礀
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ITALIAN GRILL & BAR

2831 N. Power Road, Suite 104  (480) 985-0114
Located at The Village at Las Sendas, Behind CVS at Power and McDowell Roads

Facebook.com/MesaPacinos  •  www.PacinosAZ.com  •  mesapacinos@aol.com 

Biggest SUPERBOWL PARTY 
EVER AT Pacino's Valentine's SWEETHEART  

4 COURSE DINNER

         

LIVE Music & Art
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

WITH TINA AND GINA

CATCH ALL THE EXCITEMENT ON OUR FIVE 50 
INCH TV'S AND LARGE PROJECTION SCREEN.

$125 GETS U AN AMAZING ALL U CAN EAT 
BUFFET FROM 4 UNTIL GAME OVER. 

WELL DRINKS, HOUSE WINE AND  
ALL DRAFT BEERS 1 PENNY. 

SUPERBOWL HAT AND A SQUARE  
WITH A CHANCE AT WINNING $4,500  

IN PACINO GIFT CARDS. 
THIS IS BASED ON AT LEAST 60 GUESTS. PRIZES WILL BE ADJUSTED ACCORDING TO ATTENDANCE. 

DINNER FOR 2  
FOR JUST $59.99.

SHARE AN APPETIZER,  
EACH A STRAWBERRY FIELD OF GREENS,  

EACH CHOOSE AN ENTREE AND  
SHARE DECADENT CHOCOLATE COVERED 

STRAWBERRIES. 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS ASAP  
480-985-0114

ORDER ONLINE AT CHOW NOW AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT

Catering FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Lunch DONE Right
11A.M. - 3 P.M. - UNDER $10 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

www.UpCloseAZ.com
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Self Development Academy
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD • CHARTER SCHOOL OF THE YEAR

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our goal is to inspire 
a passion for life-long learning. We provide nurturing, individualized 
learning strategies with new research-based and traditional learning 
methods.

Self Development Academy 
Grades K-8 now enrolling. (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

#1 Ranked School in Mesa  #2 Ranked K-8 School in ArizonaBefore/After-School Programs for ages 5-12. Summer camp too!

Because we can see the future.

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)

Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool prepares 
students for their elementary school success. 

They complete their kindergarten year reading fluently and solving 
mathematics problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

Self Development Preschool 
Call us: (480) 396-3522

1721 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

Start right. Right from the start.

Inspiring exceptional futures.Self Development
Preschool

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our goal is to inspire 
a passion for life-long learning. We provide nurturing, individualized 
learning strategies with new research-based and traditional learning 
methods.

Self Development Academy 
Grades K-8 now enrolling. (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

#1 Ranked School in Mesa  #2 Ranked K-8 School in ArizonaBefore/After-School Programs for ages 5-12. Summer camp too!

Because we can see the future.

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)

Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool prepares 
students for their elementary school success. 

They complete their kindergarten year reading fluently and solving 
mathematics problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

Self Development Preschool 
Call us: (480) 396-3522

1721 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ 85205 
www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

Start right. Right from the start.

Inspiring exceptional futures.Self Development
Preschool

SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL (2-5 years old)
Using a well-planned thematic curriculum, the preschool 
prepares students for their elementary school success.

AS AN ACCELERATED, K-8 CHARTER SCHOOL, our 
goal is to inspire a passion for life-long learning. We 
provide nurturing, individualized learning strategies with 
new research-based and traditional learning methods.

Students complete their kindergarten year 
reading fluently and solving mathematics 
problems at one to two grade levels ahead.

ENROLL NOW FOR 2017-2018. Limited Space. 
SELF DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOL

(480) 396-3522
1721 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ  85205

www.SelfDevelopmentPreschool.com

SELF DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY
Grades K-8 (480) 641-2640

1709 N. Greenfield Road Mesa, AZ  85205
www.SelfDevelopmentAcademy.com

Opening 
Registration 

for the 

2017-2018 
School Year
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Join our team!
Mesa Public Schools is looking 

for talented individuals who 
want to make a difference. 
Current openings include 

teachers, classroom aides, 
cafeteria workers, bus drivers 

and more.

Apply today at 
mpsaz.org/careers

The district does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, sex or gender, 

sexual orientation, disability, age or marital status.

 A great place to work!

EDUCATION TRAVEL

Submitted by Cruise 
Planners

The all-inclusive 
resort used to 
be considered 

the budget inn of travel, 
with images of a rowdy 
crowd drinking in the 
Jacuzzi, bland food, forced group activities 
and limited entertainment being the norm. 

Today, the all-inclusive concept has 
expanded to unlimited activities, such as golf 
on a championship golf course, gourmet meals, 
as well as more upscale and intimate resorts.

More and more vacationers are looking into 
all-inclusives and the industry is listening. The 
reasons for the popularity of all-inclusive resorts 
are time and value. Travel experts say prepaying 
for all the food and drinks ahead of time allows 
you to have a more enjoyable getaway because 
you don’t have to think about how much you 
are spending and you don’t have to worry about 
carrying your wallet around the resort. Think of 
it as a no-hassle, stress-free vacation.

An all-inclusive resort usually includes:
•	 Accommodations
•	 All meals
•	 Room service
•	 Drinks, including wine, beer and spirits
•	 Daily activities
•	 Entertainment 
•	 All tips and gratuities and more

It’s best to choose the resort with the 
activities and atmosphere best matching 
your interest. Kid-friendly or romantic 
hideaway? Beach or snow? Whatever is 
your fancy, there is one just for you.

All-inclusive family resorts have every-
thing for everyone, young and old. Some of 

Submitted by Mesa Public Schools 

Coming soon to a school near you is 
Mesa Public Schools’ Blue Crew. 

The evening maintenance 
team is designed to complement the day 
operations staff in addressing campus 
maintenance issues. 

The Blue Crew is taking a proactive 
approach to maintaining school facilities 
at a level that continues to allow educators 
to provide a safe and positive learning 
environment for students. A total of seven 
skilled tradesmen make up the Blue Crew, 
including painters, carpenters, plumbers 
and electricians. All are outfitted with a 
stocked minivan warehouse on wheels.

“There are times when operations 
cannot gain access to certain areas of a 
campus during school hours,” said Todd 
Poer, director of operations. “Sometimes 
we have to close restrooms, or turn off 
water or the power. Having our Blue Crew 
take care of these things after hours elimi-
nates being disruptive during classroom 
instruction.” 

The Blue Crew focuses 
on one site at a time. This 
allows the team to perform 
preventative maintenance 
on aging items, which 
reduces the number of new 
site-based work orders, 
along with increasing work-
flow efficiency, while saving 
time and money. The day 
maintenance staff assists the 
Blue Crew by completing a 
variety of aesthetic projects, 

the most popular resorts are located in Mexico 
and the Caribbean. There are great beaches, 
fun watersports and awesome age-appropriate 
kids programs. But wait. There’s more!

In addition to the normal inclusions, 
you also can expect the following at most 
family all-inclusives:
•	 Family/connecting accommodations
•	 Kids Club
•	 Kids Only Dining Room
•	 Teens Only Club
•	 Organized games and activities
•	 Family activities
•	 Kid-friendly pools and waterparks
•	 Themed character activities, such as the 
gang from Sesame Street

When you’re looking to steal away 
with just that special person in your life, 
however, you may want to consider one of 
the upscale hideaways. The upfront sticker 
price may be a shock at the beginning, but 
when you do the math, it is all worth it. 
Plus, not having to think about pulling out 
the credit card and tipping the attendant 
every single time is what a vacation is all 
about. Not a single care in the world.

Let us do that for you. Give us a call, and 
we’ll take care of everything else. We work with 
the best land and tour partners in the world, 
which offer everything from a hut in Fiji, to an 
all-inclusive family suite in Turks and Caicos. 

Are all-inclusives worth it? Yes, more 
than ever. 

For more information, and to reserve your next 
dream vacation, contact Sue or Bruce Mitchell, 
of Cruise Planners, at redmountaintravel.com 
or via email at smitchell@cruiseplanners.com. 
You also can call (480) 396-8084.

which includes restriping parking lots, 
painting curbs, assessing roofing issues, 
manicuring landscapes and deep cleaning 
campuses.

“We want principals and staff to feel 
they are getting our undivided attention,” 
Todd said. “By the time we complete the 
final walkthroughs with the principals, we 
will have addressed everything on their list, 
and the campus shines.”

Principals complete an initial visit 
to address issues and concerns with 
their campuses. They are updated on the 
progress throughout the project. 

“The Blue Crew went above and 
beyond to take care of our school and our 
needs,” stated Monica Torres, principal 
at Longfellow Elementary School. “They 
ticked everything off our checklist in a 
timely manner, and our campus sparkles. 
The Blue Crew rocks!” 

For more information about all Mesa Public 
Schools, please visit mpsaz.org.

Go behind the scenes
WITH THE BLUE CREW

Today’s All-Inclusive 
RESORTS ARE POPULAR

Sue and Bruce Mitchell
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With Custom-Built Patio Shades & Sun Screens!

The Valley’s Leader 
in Window Screens!
FREE Installation 

on ALL Products

Call Today for a FREE, No Pressure 
Home Inspection and Estimate

623-204-1476

Cool your Home or Patio 

and Block Up to  

95% Solar Heat Rays

Motorized 
Shades 

Available!

®

ALL PRO 
SHADE
CONCEPTSLicensed • Bonded • Insured ROC# 273143

The Vistas Wedding Pavilion at 

Las Sendas is pleased to offer 

the following Summer Special 

Wedding Package for events 

booked and hosted in the months 

of June, July, August and the first 

two weeks in September 2017. 

The total cost is $3,999 (does 

not include tax and gratuity) and 

includes the following items:

CEREMONY
Set up and break down of the ceremony

RECEPTION
• 8 hour venue booking
• Set up and breakdown of reception
• Expert banquet staff
• Wedding Coordinator  

PLATED OR BUFFET  
DINNER MENU
Includes Rolls and Butter, Coffee and Tea

A 20% service charge and applicable sales 
tax will be added to all food and beverage 
invoices. Prices are subject to change and are 
guaranteed 90 days prior to the event. 

7555 E Eagle Crest Drive 
Mesa, Arizona
www.lassendas.com

   SUMMER   SPECIAL

Wedding 
Packages

"We restore full smiles 
with a professional and 
caring environment, 
where our patients 
become extended 
family." 
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD
Las Sendas Resident

A Leader in Full Service, High-Tech Dentistry 
Dentistry for the whole family  |  Now offering evening hours

Cosmetic Veneers & Porcelain Crowns  |  Implants  |  Placements & Crowns
Botox and Injection Fillers  |  Certified Invisalign Providers

(480) 283-5854 | 2947 N. Power Road #103
Dr. C. Martin Farnsworth, DMD
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD
www.lassendasdentalhealth.com

EMERGENCIES
SEEN SAME DAY

CALL TODAY!

"We restore full smiles 
with a professional and 
caring environment, 
where our patients 
become extended 
family." 
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD
Las Sendas Resident

A Leader in Full Service, High-Tech Dentistry 
Dentistry for the whole family  |  Now offering evening hours

Cosmetic Veneers & Porcelain Crowns  |  Implants  |  Placements & Crowns
Botox and Injection Fillers  |  Certified Invisalign Providers

(480) 283-5854 | 2947 N. Power Road #103
Dr. C. Martin Farnsworth, DMD
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD
www.lassendasdentalhealth.com

EMERGENCIES
SEEN SAME DAY

CALL TODAY!
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By Nancy Nemitz

Owners of the Red 
Mountain Ranch Golf 
Course, Divot Partners, 

have demanded the City of Mesa 
allow residential development 
on portions of the golf course 
property without rezoning.

There has been an 
outpouring of support for the 
city as officials work their way 
through the legal process. You can access all the latest news 
and legal documents, as well as sign the petition, by going 
to redmountaincommunity.com. 

No matter where you stand on the issue, it’s important 
to know what’s going on in your community. If you are 18 
years or older, you can sign the petition even if you don’t 
live in Red Mountain Ranch. Simply click Other in the 
parcel section.

If you are interested in helping the residents of 
Red Mountain Ranch stop the demands to change the 
Development Master Plan of Red Mountain Ranch, go 
online and sign the petition today. 

Nancy Nemitz can be reached by email at  
nancy@createthespace.com. Her website is createthespace.com. 

COMMUNITY

Submitted by Thrivent 
Financial

Many people 
want to know 
the secret to 

financial success. 
Whether they 

should be saving more, 
protecting more, investing 
more or spending less, 
everyone wants a magic 
bullet to set them on the 
road to financial success. The difficult thing is—I can’t 
give that to them.

At Thrivent Financial, we believe the key is to have discus-
sions with your family and loved ones about what priorities 
are most important to you. Our members come to us around 
a shared goal of being wise with money and living generously, 
and we aim to help them live this every day in their lives. 

Whether it’s saving for a child’s college education, 
supporting a favorite charity, building retirement strategies, 
or a combination of all of those and more, each financial 
strategy should be driven by one person—you.

With our members in the driver’s seat, we offer guid-
ance based on sound and timeless principles.

SPEND LESS THAN YOU EARN
This is critical. No one can live beyond his means forever. All 
bills—credit card, mortgage, home equity loans and others—
eventually come due. Being wise with money means having 
the ability to be prudent with the resources you already earn.

BE WISE WITH DEBT
Debt isn’t something to be avoided at all costs. Some debt 
can be very healthy and a way to broaden and strengthen 
your future—both inside and outside your financial picture. 
Mortgages, student loans and car loans can all be entered 
into and can be a part of a healthy financial strategy. They 
just need to be managed carefully and effectively. 

PROTECT AGAINST SETBACKS
Even the best of financial strategies can be derailed by 
a sudden accident or death if not properly protected. 
Life insurance, disability insurance, long-term care 
insurance all can work as protection against the worst, 
should it happen, and help ensure you and your 
family are taken care of, and you’re not leaving others 
with bills or burdens, which can be protected against.

HAVE A SHORT-TERM AND  
LONG-TERM PLAN
College, retirement, emergency savings, a new 

car—all of these are great goals for families and individuals 
to set for themselves. The key to reaching these goals is to 
do so in a way that maximizes current resources and helps 
minimize risk for an overall strategy. So, when it comes to 
transitioning to drawing down money in retirement, the 
most important structure is to plan for the short term, for 
the near term and ensure it is working in conjunction with 
the long-term strategy for you and your family. 

GIVE BACK
Nothing lasts forever. At Thrivent Financial, we work with 
our members to ensure generosity is instilled throughout a 
lifelong financial strategy, not just when someone accu-
mulates enough to give. We want to support our members’ 
efforts to impact their families and communities through 
programs and opportunities to live generously.

Many people are looking for a silver bullet when it comes to 
finances. The most important part is to be true to yourself, your 
family and your goals. These five pillars can be guides. However, 
it’s ultimately up to you and what you want for your future.  

Thrivent Financial is represented in the Red Mountain area 
by Red Mountain Group, which includes Jeff Kolzow, Pat 
Buchanan, Jeff Rodemeyer, Rick Aussprung and Colton Sheley. 

Thrivent Financial’s Red Mountain office is located at 2941 N. 
Power Road, Suite 105. For more information, call (480) 396-5333, 
or send an email to redmountaingroup@thrivent.com.

29070  N6-16

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification 
marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S.

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836

Jeff Kolzow 
CFP®, ChFC®, RICP® 

Wealth Advisor 
Jeff Rodemeyer 

FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Associate 

Pat Buchanan 
FIC, CLTC® 

Financial ConsultantRed Mountain Group
2941 N Power Rd

Suite 105
Mesa, AZ 85215
480-396-5333

Rick Aussprung 
FIC, CLTC® 

Financial Associate
Colton Sheley 

Financial Associate

THRIVENT  A CTION TEAMS
Hold events to support causes you 
care about using seed money and 
promotional materials.

THRIVENT  B UILDS® WITH  
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY®
Help construct or repair homes 
across the globe.

THRIVENT  C HOICE®
Eligible members can help decide 
where Thrivent distributes some 
of its outreach funds.

Show God’s love in your community through the ABCs of generosity:

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE  
ABOUT LIVING GENEROUSLY

Thrivent member activities, such as Thrivent Action Teams, Thrivent Builds, and Thrivent Choice, engage 
Thrivent members and Thrivent Member Networks in charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and 
its purposes under state law. You should never purchase or retain any insurance or annuity products simply 
to be able to participate. Participation is subject to applicable Terms and Conditions and Thrivent reserves 
the right to cancel any Thrivent member activity at any time and may limit participation at its sole discretion.

MAKE AN IMPACT 
ON YOUR COMMUNITY It’s as easy as ABC!

6039 E. University Dr. 
Mesa, AZ 85205

480-275-2480

HOURS
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
10am TO 5pm
SATURDAY 10am TO 3pm

Affordable designer clothing and accessories for women.

Accepting new consignments Monday through Friday 10am thru 4pm.

10% OFF
any regular price item

No expiration
Sweet Repeats

Ladies Consignment Boutique

Sweet Repeats

Back: Colton Sheley, Jeff Kolzow and Pat Buchanan
Front: Rick Aussprung and Jeff Rodemeyer

Nancy Nemitz

GOLF COURSE OWNERS
DEMAND CITY ALLOW

Residential 
Development

The most important financial guide is you
Finding a balance to achieve your goals is what any financial professional should discuss with you



www.UpCloseAZ.com

Up Close   February 2017   17

Your Trusted Home Cleaning Business

“Cleaning Homes Since 1991”
www.CarnationHomeCleaningInc.com

(480) 924-2096

SWIM YEAR ROUND!

WHY HEAT YOUR POOL?
POOLS AREN’T CHEAP. But for a fraction of your original investment, you can enjoy 
your heated pool anytime rain or shine. While your neighbor’s unheated pool goes 
unused, you and your family and friends can swim in warm water year round AT THE 
LOWEST COST POSSIBLE. No children with blue lips, no excuses for not having a 
pool party, just WARM WATER FUN when you want it. 

LOWEST INSTALLED PRICE IN THE VALLEY!
Heat your pool for as little as $50 per month.

Based on 12,000gl pool with cover.

DOES YOUR POOL NEED REMODELING?

Arizona Pool Guy, Inc. • 480-699-0607

No Problem... We Remodel Pools

HEAT PUMP SPECIAL
ONLY $3,995
PRICE INCLUDES:

DELIVERY • INSTALLATION* • START-UP
*Installation includes (1) 50 amp breaker / hookup and 

plumbing. Electrical run not included.

REMODEL SPECIAL
ONLY $5,845*

PRICE INCLUDES:
MINI PEBBLE INTERIOR, NEW WATERLINE TILE, 

250 FT ACRYLIC DECK RE-SURFACE
*based on 80ft perimeter play pool

IS YOUR POOL COLD?
No Problem... We Heat Cold Pools

 Licensed, Bonded & Insured, ROC #243628

LOWEST REMODEL 
PRICE IN THE VALLEY!
Make Your Pool Look Brand 
NEW, with our “COMPLETE” 

Remodel Package 480-699-4899
HomeCareAssistanceMesa.com

Do You Have An Elderly Loved One Who
Wants to Stay at Home but Needs Help?

If so, meet Home Care Assistance.

High Caliber Caregivers. We hire only 1 in 25 applicants,
and we are the only senior care company with a Home
Care University to train and develop caregivers.

Balanced Care. Our unique Balanced Care Method™

promotes healthy mind, body and spirit, and helps our
clients thrive at home.

Live-In Experts. We specialize in around the clock care
to help seniors live well at home.

Available 24/7. We are on call for clients and their families,
even during nights and weekends.

Call today to schedule a free assessment!

CLASSIFIEDS
HOME SERVICES

MESA HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR Plumbing,
electric, irrigation, garage doors, water heaters, tile and drywall
repairs, carpentry, handyman lists, and other services. All work
guaranteed. Sean Sornberger (480) 699-7990

LADY BLUES HOME CLEANING AND HOUSE SITTING
SERVICE One person service. Estimates by phone. 18 years
experience. Very well trusted with lots of references. Denise Ross
480-296-6752

MARK’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS
Specializing in Cabinetry—touch up, repair, rollout drawers, soft
close hinges and glides. Plumbing, electrical, paint, drywall,
lights, fans, etc... 30+ years experience. Call/Text Mark Griffin
480-980-1445.

COMPLETE YARD CARE
Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
Weekly, Biweekly & Monthly
We Actually Show Up!
Call us today for a Free Estimate
480-753-4703
Info@CompleteYardCare.com

CARPET, TRAVERTINE & TILE CLEANING
5 Areas of Carpet Cleaning $99
300 sq ft Tile & Grout Cleaning $60 (anything over 300 sq ft can 
be added at just .20 cents per sq ft)
Includes pre-spray, disinfecting, cleaning and rinsing done with 
soft water, so no hard
water minerals are used on your floors.
Sofa and Love Seat Upholstery Cleaning  $89
A Rated everywhere
More specials on Facebook at: Noah’s Carpet and Tile Cleaning
Website: http://www.noahscarpetandtilecleaning.com
(480) 671-6624 or Facebook message if you prefer 

SPECIALTY SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING. Individualized, at-home
instruction. Multiple K-12 subjects including Math, Reading,
Writing. College entrance test preparation. Assistance for 
homeschooling, behavioral, special education concerns.
Philip N. Swanson, Ph.D., 480-677-9459.

“KNOW BEFORE YOU THROW” the potential value of your
stuff. I have 25+ years of experience in appraising and liquidating
estates. Consult with me, Jon Englund, (480) 699-1567, or email
to Jon@KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO

LOVE ALL PETS – Pet Sitting and Care in your home for long/
short-term and last minute care. Heather at 949-290-6055 or
hdebrosse@yahoo.com, www.eastvalleyloveallpets.com. All
references are local.

VOICE LESSONS and SONG WRITING CLASSES for all ages  
and levels. Fun and affordable lessons for kids. Recreational  
and Pro lessons available in Red Mountain area. Visit  
www.MTsMusicHouse.com. Call 818.292.2937

LIFE COACHING...Every journey begins with a single step. Meet 
with author and professional life coach, Alaric Hutchinson, to begin 
yours. www.earthspiritcenter.org 480-639-5275

DOREEN'S HELPING HAND...Need an extra hand with everyday 
little details? Errands, tidying, organizing, pet hugs, entertaining, 
decorating, and more. Temporary or on-going. I can make your day 
a little easier. 480-695-9005

WEBSITE CONTENT, RESUMES, EDITING
When searching your website, everyone wants concise information. 
Prospective employers are looking for that one polished resume, 
with a professional touch, unquestionably elevating it above all 
others. The credibility of your book manuscript or business manual 
increases with excellent editing. Van Dyke Communications will 
work one-on-one with you to produce professional quality printed 
materials. Call (480) 219-3830.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL, AFFORDABLE TREE AND LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Fertilize for FREE with PurchaseCall for Details

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE and get  
15% OFF with this ad!

Offer has no cash value and may not be combined with any other offer, 
discount, coupon or promotion.

15% OFF

With Every Tree Trimming, 
We Granual Fertilize for 

FREE 

480-207-1852 • www.HappyPetsPalace.com 

Free Valentine’s Dog Walk
Sunday, February 12th • Noon – 2pm • Freestone Park in Gilbert

1045 E. Juniper Ave, Gilbert, AZ 85234
Snacks and drinks provided for both humans and dogs! 

All happy dogs are invited and must remain on a leash at all times. No advance registration required.

Lover-boy and sweet 
princess costume 

contest at 1:30pm!
A KING and QUEEN will 

be crowned too! 
Free photo and puppy 

kissing booths!

Love is in the air - come celebrate with us!
Red Mountain Ranch Up Close  April 2012   15

www.UpCloseAZ.com

Insured
Bonded

E-Verify
Background 

Checks

Highest Rated - A Grade House Cleaning Service 
on www.AngiesList.com

HOUSE CLEANING, CARPET CLEANING & WINDOW CLEANING

www.TheMastersTouchCleaningService.com

Joann at The Master’s Touch

480-324-1640

Make  Your New
Year’s Dreams 

a Reality ­ 
HIRE US!

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Director of Instruction Ben Weir
Contact Ben @ 602.391.7100
or benweir@pga.com
Las Sendas Golf Academy

Mention this ad and receive

$10 OFF
YOUR NEXT 

LESSON!

swingA New and Improved

Me

$$$$$$

for the Spring Season

J&B Home Maintenance
480-982-8242

Do You Need 
Plumbing Help?

Call Us First!

$10 Off Your First Service Call 
With This Ad

Keep your 
yard beautiful

MARTINEZ
Landscape Maintenance

Tree Removal
Gravel Installation

Tree Trimming
Clean Up
Irrigation

(480) 627-9479

Cooking with
Trudy

Saguaro  Lake  Ranch 

Trail  Rides

(480) 984-0335
www.saguarolaketrailrides.com

Shut Off the Water, Toss the Mower, Lets Go Green!
Give your Home a Facelift

Pays for Itself, and No More Maintenance!
Kids and Pets Love It!

10% OFF 
if Installed by Christmas

 in Fountain Hills only

Dan Bjorkman 
Bjorkman Turf Systems, LLC

602-448-6080 
 http://www.azgrassman.com

ROC 255089

10% OFF 

SO CLEAN, YOU LL THINK
5 Second Rule!

MIKE STERLING
480.241.4206

Formerly 
Welcome home Pools

Desert Food Storage, LLC

BE PREPARED  •  BE INDEPENDENT

480-217-5095
Service@desertfoodstorage.com

2154 E. Rio Salado Pkwy, Tempe

• One Year to One Month Food Supply Kits
• Emergency Water Storage Options
• Emergency Supplies
• First Aid Kits
• Custom Orders
• Delivery Available

We CARE for your 
POOL like it’s our own!
New customers receive half 

off their first month’s service.

Call Marilyn Smith
to schedule a courtesy estimate.
CERTIFIED POOL OPERATOR 
with 20+ Years Experience

(602) 290-8774

K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare

 
                    -Winston Churchill 

Michael Eberhardt 
Designed Estate Plans, LLC 

91 W. Baylor Lane 
Gilbert, AZ 85233 

480-726-8805 
Michael@asset1.com 

Complimentary review to the 
first 10 people.  

Please call to set up your   
appointment today. 

 
 

 
 

This is a $200 value! 

2nd Month Service 

FREE 
when you mention this ad!

www.azpoolwatch.com

480.688.1728
15 Years Experience

LOW IMPACT

FITNESS BOOTCAMP
Featuring Claudia Collins, R.N., B.S.N., 

Certified Health Coach & Certified Personal Trainer

Let us help you be your healthiest self!

@ the Victory Energy Wellness Center
3654 N. Power Rd., Suite 125ower Rd., Suite 125

CALL NOW & RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY HEALTH ASSESSMENT WHEN YOU JOIN!$5000 Value!

www.yourrnhealthcoach.com
480-650-9452

PARENTS  
HIGH SCHOOL HAS CHANGED!

Mary Martha  
Gingerella  
Experienced Coach  
& Family Partner

azleadersandlearners@gmail.com

Call 
(480) 329-0450

High School,
College & Career
Planning Services

Register to Reserve your Spot 
Call (480) 329-0450 or  

Email azleadersandlearners@gmail.com

Register for Workshop

“PARENTS AS COACHES & MENTORS”
1. Know the Facts; Get Answers

2. Avoid Top 5 Parent/Coach Mistakes
3. Be an Advocate vs. Overbearing Parent

DATE Sunday, April 22nd 2-4pm
COST $40 per person  LOCATION Las Sendas, Mesa, AZ

480-226-3986
480Handyman.com

Have you been putting home 
repairs off for a while?

480 Handyman 
Services can tackle those for you!

Leaks • Painting/Trim Work • Replacing Toilets/Sinks  
Doors/Cupboard Repair •  Windows & Screen Repairs 

Lighting • Most Home Repairs

Call Mike Leonard today for 
your FREE ESTIMATE!

I  even  
wash 

windows!

MY CHAUFFEUR TAXI SERVICE

480-512-9757
Dirk Van Leenen
Owner & Driver

• Go to the airport in Cadillac 
style for less than your parking 
or a shuttle would cost!

• Scheduled pick-up times!
• No stops on the way to  

the airport!
• When you come back to  

Phoenix, we’ll pick you  
up again!

SPECIAL 
PRICE OF 
$39

Las Sendas, 
Red Mountain, 

Alta Mesa, 
Boulder 

Mountain & 
Mountain Bridge.

Insurance agents who care
as much as you do

Recommended by America’s Most Trusted Financial Voice

Brian Starr CLTC, MDRT
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist

Southwest Region District Leader

office: (602) 550-2528  
email: BrianStarrAZ@Q.com
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Submitted by Caroline Cline

If you have a desire to learn new things and meet 
new people, New Frontiers for Lifelong Learning, 
a peer-led, self-directed organization of more than 

300 members, operating under the auspices of Mesa 
Community College (MCC), may be the answer. 

Opportunities for intellectual and cultural growth 
happen by joining interactive study groups about spirit 
guides, language play, Haiti, Tuscany and the national debt. 
TED talks include information presented and discussed 
about the brain, consciousness, health care, leadership, 
online videos, philanthropy and social change. Other topics 
include dysfunction of the American political system, 
defining your legacy, music, book reviews and more. 

Social activities include luncheons, tours, traveling, 
plays, board and card games and concerts. Many members 
volunteer on the MCC campuses and in the community 
in many ways. A MCC student ID card gives members 
discounts on campus and in the community. 

Classes meet on the MCC campuses at Southern Ave. 
and Dobson Road; McKellips and Power roads; Mesa 
Active Adult Center, at 247 N. Macdonald St.; and Red 
Mountain Active Adult Center, at 7550 E. Adobe Road, as 
well as other locations in Mesa.

Before each spring and fall semester, an open house is 
held for interested individuals to learn about the organiza-

tion and meet the teachers and facilitators who are New 
Frontiers members. Not all teachers are members. 

The next open house will take place on Friday,  
Sept. 9, on the fourth floor of the Downtown Center, 
located at 145 N. Centennial Way, from 1 to 3 p.m. Park in 
the parking garage on the second and third levels only. An 
elevator and stairway lead to the fourth floor.

After paying $80 per year, members can register for 
as many classes as their schedules will allow. A few classes 
require materials at a fee. Those fees will be collected in 
the class.

The open house will be a time to join and pay the $80 
after learning about the group. Registration for classes will 
take place starting on Tuesday, Sept. 20, by computer only, 
if the fee is paid. For those who do not have computers or a 
friend with one, arrangements will be made. Those arrange-
ments will be explained at the time of the open house. 

For more information, visit the New Frontiers for Lifelong 
Learning website at newfrontiers.mesacc.edu. For answers 
to additional questions, send an email to communications@
newfrontiersaz.org. If you want information by mail, write 
to Mesa Community College, New Frontiers for Lifelong 
Learning, Office of Community Partnerships, 7110 E. 
McKellips Road, Room M222, Mesa, AZ 85207. You also 
can call (480) 461-7497.

Submitted by Mesa Public Schools

It is the start of a new school year for Mesa Public 
Schools, and the first weeks of school are an exciting 
time for children. 
Discovery, learning and making friends are a few of 

the valuable parts of school. While students are off to 
a great social start, some children need guidance estab-
lishing a set of close friends.

“Developing friendships builds self-esteem,” said 
Libby Sluder, Title I ESEA specialist. “It teaches 
children important behaviors, such as empathy, trust 
building, communications skills and conflict resolution 
strategies. These are behaviors and skills they will use 
their entire lives.” 

Libby shares tips with parents to help their children 
navigate the friendship waters.
• Practice listening with warmth and understanding. 

Raising children in a calm, consistent manner, where 
the focus is on open communication and emotional 
support, fosters a strong self-worth and social skills.  

• Be a friendship coach. Talk with your child about how 
to make friends. Role-play things to say when meeting 
someone new, and teach him how to handle conflict 
appropriately. Be patient with your reserved child who 
may need to take baby steps when making friends.

• Take them with you. Children often learn how to make 
friends by modeling what parents do and say. Have 
conversations about taking turns when talking, actively 
listening and being respectful.

• Provide opportunities. Schedule play dates and 
activities allowing your child to interact with new 
friends, practice social skills and develop interests in 

a fun, relaxed setting. If your child tends to be shy, 
choose noncompetitive activities and arrange shorter 
play dates.

• Teach empathy. Today’s technology replaces some face-
to-face conversations, making it difficult for children 
to learn empathy. This may affect their ability to make 
and keep friends. Volunteering, helping others and 
expressing how situations make us feel builds empathy. 
It also encourages children to apologize and have 
important conversations in person. 

For more parenting tips and resources, visit  
mpsaz.org/nclb/parent.

EXPAND YOUR WORLD WITH EXCITING 
Educational and Social Opportunities

Help your child develop lasting friendships

PHOTO BY TIM HACKER

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PHOENIX, AZ
PERMIT #4460

In This Issue

Up Close
Red Mountain Ranch

PhillipsWest
Publishing | Design | Writing | Photography

7307 E. Tyndall St.
Mesa, AZ 85207
Phone: 480.748.1127
Fax: 480.882.0181
E-mail: publisher@phillipswest.com

Kim Phillips
Publisher

Publisher of Up Close newspapers
Bringing neighbors closer to their community

 Bringing neighbors closer to their community	 August 2016

POSTAL PATRON
ECRWSS

Cosmos Creative Director  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Arizona Web Solutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Mardi Gras Magic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

Sunday Fun Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

Real Estate Update  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

Heart Screenings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

Self Development Academy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14

Summer Car Maintenance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .16

Classifieds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17

Service Directory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18

Submitted by Las Sendas Golf Club

Las Sendas Golf Club is heading into its 

eighth season (2016-2017). 

The golf course will open on Saturday, 

Oct. 15, 2016, after our over seeding process is 

complete. We will launch the restaurant season on 

Oct. 1, 2016, with a new and exciting Patio and 

Grille, as well as happy hour, and catering menus 

and specials.
Over the past seven years, the Partnership at 

Las Sendas has invested more than $13 million in 

the Las Sendas Golf Club and in our community. 

We added a third deck to our Patio restaurant for guests to 

enjoy cocktails and live music. We have worked extremely 

hard over the past year to upgrade the conditions of our 

golf course through replacement of sand traps and through 

Valley and our famous Patio Restaurant to Top 10 in the 

United States for Most Scenic and Best Alfresco Dining.

Our membership is growing every day. We are 

proud to announce we are now 200 members strong, 

and we look forward to welcoming our newest members 

for 2016 this fall. 

By Jon Englund

Downsizing? Determined 

to get rid of stuff you no 

longer need? Cleaning out 

a home or an estate? Stop! Know 

Before You Throw.

It’s hard to believe it’s already 

October. As we move toward the end 

of the year, we approach some of the 

most popular holidays celebrated. 

Most of these holidays include 

expression through decorations and accessories. However, 

Halloween is unique, since it also includes costumes. 

In past articles, I’ve talked about ephemera, those 

items never meant to last longer than the event itself, e.g. 

(vintage) travel advertising material. Halloween decora-

tions and costumes often fall under the ephemera category, 

since they aren’t made very well. Manufacturers would 

rather sell us new ones each year. 

Consequently, many of the older Halloween decora-

tions, accessories and costumes having survived in good 

KNOW BEFORE YOU THROW

Las Sendas Golf Club Celebrates 

SEVEN YEARS UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

condition have value to collectors. When I say older, I mean 

pre-1960s for the most part, and especially items from the 

Art Deco period of the 1920s and 1930s. 

While these items may not command the high prices 

of some items of ephemera, such as a 1932 The Mummy 

movie poster, which sold for $435,500, many of these  

items will sell for $20 to more than $100 each. Not bad 

if you happen to have an old box full of these items from 

an estate. Some of the manufacturer names to look for are 

Dennison, Luhrs, Beistle, Halco and Bainbridge. 

If you feel uncertain about the value of items, consider 

the advice of a professional. If I can be of assistance, call 

me today.  

Jon Englund has more than 25 years of experience in 

appraising and liquidating personal property, jewelry, art, 

collectibles, antiques, furniture, printed items and more. A 

Midwest transplant, Jon trained at New York University in 

appraisal studies.
 For more information, call (480) 699-1567. You also 

can send an email to Jon@KnowBeforeYouThrow.INFO.

Jon Englund

COMMUNITY APPRECIATION EVENT

A big thank you to our community for attending our 

community appreciation event. Once again, this time 

together was an incredible success, with face painting, 

bouncy castles, candy floss, popcorn, water tunnels, 

barbeque, appetizers and a wine tasting. We sincerely hope 

everyone enjoyed the day with us.a new program of rolling our greens to improve the roll of 

the ball through a smoother surface. 

We have improved the ranking of the Las Sendas Golf 

Club to No. 1 in the East Valley, Top 10 in the Phoenix 
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Submitted by Happy Pets Palace and PlaygroundThe reality of starting a business takes a lot of determination, positive thoughts and a can-do attitude, but owning your own business can drain you emotionally, mentally, physically and financially. A new company startup will take everything you have, 
and then some. For these reasons, people say, “Choose a business you are passionate about, so, at the end of the day, 
you still absolutely love what you do.”Linda Huss opened Happy Pets Palace and Playground, her second dog boarding and doggy day care facility, two years ago. The first location was a franchise, which provided a great starting point, complete with training in the dog boarding industry. Back in 2007, going the franchise route as a new business owner made startup smoother from an opera-tions standpoint. If you are considering a new business, a franchise option can be a great resource for training and web search optimization.Happy Pets Palace is better than a franchise because the managers and owners, Rebecca Sloan, Linda Huss and 

Brenda Palazzo, have complete responsibility to put into practice anything bringing joy to the dogs, while always keeping safety in mind. 

PRACTICING THE MISSIONWhat a great day it is when the mission is to make dogs feel loved and entertained. “We have accomplished our job if, at the end of the day, the dogs and all the staff are tired out,” said Linda, with a giant smile on her face. Overseeing dog boarding and doggy day care is a physically demanding job when done correctly. There is a lot of dog-dog group playtime and plenty of ongoing cleaning to do.

When you own your own business, it’s your responsi-bility when things break, parts need replacing, equipment needs fixing and staff members get sick. And as an owner, you oversee it all. So, why do people still want to own their 
own business? 

FACING REALITYPerhaps it is the illusion business owners make a lot of money right away, or the stress is less by being your own boss. In reality, starting your own business takes a tremen-dous amount of start-up capital and great marketing. In addition, the stress is perhaps the greatest work-related stress you ever will experience. Until you have put in your own dues, hard work and sweat equity, the only payoff you get comes from believing someday it will get better. And you hope and pray the light 
at the end of the tunnel comes sooner rather than later.
MAKING A DIFFERENCEBut one of the greatest rewards of owning your own business is making a positive difference in the people you employ. Extensive training is provided at Happy Pets Palace. Therefore, employees can feel better knowing they can perform their jobs at the highest level because of specific dog behavior training. Several employees are interested in lifelong careers working with dogs, so the training also enhances personal goals. When the newest team member, Amber, was asked what she likes most about joining the Happy Pets team, she said, “Everyone is so nice, from the customers and the other employees, to just everyone. They’re so nice.” Such a comment brings a heartfelt smile to an employer’s face. The employees love what they do. They love the dogs. They care for them like they are their own. 

Come see why the environment at Happy Pets Palace would be so enjoyable for your furry family member. Meet the owners, Rebecca, Linda and Brenda. They are genuine and helpful. Talk with them about ideas on starting your own business, and discuss whether doggy day care or puppy socializing is a good option for your dog. Tour the facility any time. Check out the live webcams on the website. It is incredibly fun to watch the dogs playing, especially in the mornings.  

Happy Pets Palace is located at 1918 E. McKellips Road, on the northwest corner of McKellips and Gilbert roads. For more information about this award-winning dog boarding and doggy day care facility, visit the website at HappyPetsPalace.com, or call (480) 207-1852.

REALITY SETS IN WHEN YOU OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS 

CUSTOMER  APPRECIATION DAY Join the staff of Happy Pets Palace for Customer Appreciation Day 
and Open House, on Saturday, Sept. 10, from 8 a.m. to noon. 

It has been a fun and adventurous two years. The community 
has witnessed the growth and success, and everyone loves the 
concept of dog-dog group play. The customers and other local pet 
businesses have been the kindest referrals, helping to spread the 
word to friends and family. The loyalty is appreciated beyond measure. Happy Pets 

Palace wants to celebrate its wonderful customers. Special 
discount offers will be available at the event, as well as prizes and 
drawings. Food and beverages will be provided. Friendly, leashed 
dogs are always welcome. Proof of vet-administered vaccinations, 
rabies, distemper and Bordetella, are required.PRSRT STDU.S. POSTAGE
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My husband and I moved into our new Amberwood home back in 2005 and have been living 
here ever since. As you may expect, building a home during the peak of the market was a bit 

of a challenge. There were additional obstacles and extended delays in construction. However, 
any concerns that arose through the building process, Billy Johnson made certain they were 

addressed. Knowing that the owner of Amberwood took pride in his customers' satisfaction and 
stayed involved in our purchase meant a lot to us throughout the building process and gave us a 

greater sense of peace. I don't know many home builders who take such measures.
 

Just recently we hired a company to conduct an energy audit on our home. This process helps 
homeowners determine where their home is lacking in energy efficiency. We are pleased to 
say that there weren't many changes recommended and that we actually came away with 
a near perfect report. It's great to know that our home of 10 years has held up to the ever 

changing energy efficient world we live in. We have a beautiful home in a lovely community 
built by Amberwood. - Mr. and Mrs. Guthrie

ROC# 267740

THE VALLEY’S PREMIER CUSTOM HOME BUILDER
With 30 years of luxury custom home building experience in the Valley of the Sun, Amberwood Homes has built a solid 

reputation as one of the best custom home builders in Arizona, offering exceptional quality, innovative ideas, and a commitment 
to project details that is unparalleled. We believe that first and foremost, it is important to have an honest and collaborative 

relationship with our clients. From the first meeting through to the final walkthrough, we make you our priority.

WE BUILD THE BEST CUSTOM HOME  
FOR THE MONEY IN THE VALLEY!

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF CUSTOM HOME BUILDING

480-832-8161

Call us today for a complimentary lot evaluation  
or custom home building consultation.

“IF YOU CAN 
DREAM IT,
WE CAN 

BUILD IT.”
Master Builder 
Billy Johnson
Amberwood 

Homes

SPECIALIZING IN: 
• EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

• VALUE ENGINEERED PLANNING AND DESIGN

• COMPLEX HILLSIDE AND DESERT LOTS 

• CONSTRUCTION PACKAGES THAT KEEP  PROJECTS ON BUDGET

• 10 YEAR STRUCTURAL WARRANTY

Contact Billy Johnson directly 
at 602-377-3128 or 

billy.j@amberwoodhomes.com.
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