
Submitted by O’Neill’s Place

The football season is here, and O’Neill’s Place 
is not only serving an $8 burger and beer every 
Monday, but also Thursdays, too.

The $8 burger and beer includes Thursday Night 
Football as well as Monday Night Football events.

There is no comparison to watching the games on 
more than 40 TVs, according to Paul and Beth O’Neill. 
Therefore, they had an idea to have an affordable 
evening out with family and friends to enjoy 
fresh burgers cooked on the open flame grill. 
The burgers go along with the regular menu, 
which continually is being improved upon since 
the O’Neill family reacquired the restaurant 
they previously owned, called Indigo Joe’s.

“We have so many people telling us what 
an enjoyable dinner they had with their fami-
lies,” Paul said with pride. “They tell me the chili 
cheeseburger is fabulous, and they like the fact 
we just added an apple cider into our lineup of 
20 handles. The apple cider, while splendid over 
ice, is used for Mixology,” he continued. “We 
mentioned this intriguing term last month, in 
Up Close, when referring to what was next to 
come at O’Neill’s Place.” 

Mixology is a unique method of blending 
different beers into one pint. Strange as this 
may sound, it is terrific. By blending a Blue 
Moon with Apple Cider, one winds up with a Blue 
Apple. “Many people are looking forward to trying 
more blends,” Paul said. Although there may be some 
suggestions, adventurous souls can blend whatever 
they want. It even comes in a special pint. 

“With this expansion, and the addition of more 
local brewery options, O’Neill’s will be hosting 
special evenings, such as Four Peaks Night,” Paul 
stated. “Our patrons will be able to enjoy the flavors 
of local breweries. As long as Beth lets me,” Paul 
added with a smile, “I hope to add more equipment 

and even more taps so as to maybe have a beer 
of the month.”

There is a new wall chalkboard as soon 
as you walk in the door at O’Neill’s Place. 
It displays any specials for food, drinks or 
upcoming events. However, Paul said, “Always 
ask our staff.”

This is a very busy time of year for 
everyone, as it is, too, for the O’Neill family, 
with all three boys participating in local 
sports within the schools, the American 
Youth Soccer Organization, and National 
Youth Sports. With this in mind, O’Neill’s 
Place also is offering special promotions to all 
sports players and their families, continuing 

their supportive community involvement. So, show up, 
dirty uniform and all, and enjoy the experience at O’Neill’s 
Place. If they’re not at a game themselves, I’m sure you will 
see Paul or Beth there. 

The O’Neill’s also welcomes back our winter visi-
tors, and look forward to seeing them for food, spirits 
and festivities. They host weekly gatherings for local golf 
groups, such as The Wells. 

thursday is monday    
at o'Neill's place

O’Neill’s Place is open daily, at 11 a.m., and even 
earlier on Football Saturdays and Sundays. Happy Hour 
drinks are offered all day Saturday and Sunday, including 
the special $3 Bloody Mary.   

O’Neill’s Place is located at 2855 N. Power Road, on  
the northeast corner of Power and McDowell roads, in  
The Village at Las Sendas. For more information, call  
(480) 832-8989. 

Why risk a shuttle or taxi?   
Travel Exstyle for about the same price!

   

Up to four people ride  
first class to or from  
Sky Harbor Airport  

in a Town Car for just 

$55
Add $15 for large SUV.

Reliable.  Professional.  On-time.  …Guaranteed!

•  Utilize our Full Fleet of  
Late-model Sedans and SUVs

• Livery-to-Livery Reservations

• GPS Tracking

• GPS Navigation

• Professional Master Chauffeurs

• Live 24/7/365 Dispatch

•  Online Reservations at  
www.exstylelimo.com

602-405-2233
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Airport
Business
Pleasure

Celebrations
Conferences

Anniversaries
Meetings

High School Dances
Weddings

More!

Make any trip better!

Live 24/7/365 Dispatch!
Online Reservations at www.exstylelimo.com

$55  
Up to four people ride to or from  
Sky Harbor Airport in a Town Car.

$15 extra for SUV
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  Cosmos Salon & Day Spa

 480-844-0707
  2837 N. Power Road Mesa, AZ

www.CosmosSalonAndSpa.com

Become a  friend of Cosmos on Facebook!Check out our  contests with 3-TV

C
osm

os
revival 
microdermabrasion $80
looking fabulous fall facial $65We carry PCA, Dermalogica & Jan Marini products.

$50 
Expires 10/31/2012

1 Hour massage
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The Leader in Full Service, High-Tech Dentistry
Providing the Most Comprehensive Care  

in Implant and Cosmetic Restorations

www.LaSSenDaSDenTaLHeaLTH.CoM

CaLL ToDay!
(480) 283-5854

eMeRgenCIeS Seen SaMe Day!

Whiter teeth in under One hOur
in Office Whitening: $250, PLuS take-
home whitening trays: $599 Value!

ZOOM! 
Tooth whitening

•	 Dentistry	for	the	whole	family
•	 Now	offering	evening	hours
•	 offering Itero Cadent impressions, 

the worlds most accurate impressions
•	 Cosmetic	Smile	Enhancements 
Veneers	&	Porcelain	Crowns

•	 Implants	-	Placement	&	Crowns
•	 Root	Canal	Therapy
•	 Oral	Surgery 

including Wisdom teeth
•	 Afraid	of	Dentists? 
Nitrous	Oxide	Sedation	Available

•	 A	Team	of	Professionals	Here	to	Help	
You Smile

Dr. C. Martin Farnsworth, DMD
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DMD 

2947 north Power road  
Suite 103, Mesa

We	accept	most	insurance	plans,	credit	 
cards,	&	E-Z	payment	plans,	o.a.c.

Has Dr. Farnsworth  
designed your new smile?
Let the leader in cos-
metic	and	implant	
restorations make 
you	feel	confident	in	
your	smile	again.

Call	now	to	schedule	a	FRee Cosmetic and Implant Consultation,  
X-Rays, Pictures, Models Included and Radiograph Scan	($700	value)

now Certified 
Invisalign® Providers
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In Mesa • 480.396.0077
1902 N. Higley Rd 
(just south of McKellips)

In Gilbert • 480.926.9077
610 N. Gilbert Rd. 

(1/4 mile  south of Guadalupe)

   
 Get Coupons!
facebook.com/

flancerscafe

Like Us  
 

Visit www.flancers.com 
for menus and 
upcoming events!

Favorite Sandwich: No Bones About It ChickenFavorite Thing About  Flancer’s: The SandwichesBeen a Flancer’s Customer for: 1 Year, 3 MonthsFavorite Flancer’s  Location: Mesa!

OCtOber Superfan: YOlanda lawSOn

Rockin’Taste Buds

Karve Barre • Classical Pilates • Group & Private Pilates

3514 N. Power Rd., Suite 101 • Mesa (Power/Thomas)  

480-840-1860 • www.kpilates.com

Pilates on the Reformer!
... and Much More
We are the only FULLY equipped 
Classical Pilates Studio in the East 
Valley! Take your floor exercises to 
a new level with our New Client 
Private Pilates 3 Pack for only $150.

*With this ad if you 
purchase by October 31st.

Take an additional
$10 OFF*

Mesa, AZ 85215

E-mail: Publisher@PhillipsWest.com

(480) 748-1127

PhillipsWest
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dining

Flancer's new menu 
goes healthier and lighter
By Dawn Abbey

Flancer’s Incredible Sandwiches and Pizzeria has just 
introduced a new light menu, they call Healthier, 
Lighter, Yet Still Full of Sin. 

“Now, when we say light, we don’t mean light on flavor 
and satisfaction. It’s still full of 
sinful taste,” said Greg Ringel, 
manager of the Mesa location.

“Our light menu will 
still rock your taste buds like 
our original favorites do, but 
we’ve substituted flavorful 
alternatives for higher fat and 
calorie ones,” Greg explained. 
“It started several years ago, 
when owner Jeff Flancer 
started to eat lighter, himself, 
and we started adding more 
light items to the menu. Now, 
we’ve gone all out on a full 
light menu.”

Spearheading the efforts 
in the kitchen is new chef, Tim 
Briggs, a graduate of Le Cordon 
Bleu College of Culinary Arts, 
in Scottsdale, with 15 years of 
experience. “Tim has developed 
our new whole wheat pasta 
entrées,” said Greg.

Diners can enjoy pasta with either chicken, or 
vegetarian spinach and mushrooms, topped with a choice 
of three sauces – basil pesto with roasted bell peppers and 
parmesan cheese; red sauce with fresh basil; or olive oil, 
garlic, parsley and sun-dried tomatoes. Each comes with a 
green salad dressed with light olive oil and vinegar. “Calorie 
counts run from 420 to 609 per serving, depending on the 
combinations,” said Greg.

Still want a Philly Cheese Steak? How about 
substituting grilled chicken and a whole wheat wrap with 
all the works?

And of course, the famous pizza hasn’t been 
forgotten. Now available on thin, whole-wheat crust, the 

10-inch or 12-inch sizes 
can be had for only 612 
and 788 calories respec-
tively. Request light cheese 
for fewer calories and add 
vegetables or chicken.

Incredible sandwiches 
are still incredible with 
fewer calories, with five 
favorites being offered, now 
made with whole wheat 
wraps, or even lettuce 
wraps, instead of bread, 
and a green chili mustard 
dressing, replacing ranch. 
These include Chile Verde 
Birdie Turkey, Ace of 
Clubs, Vibes of Veggie, 
Perfect Prickly Pear and 
No Bones About It (substi-
tuting grilled chicken for 
breaded).

New light sides include 
fresh steamed veggies and 

green salad with light olive oil and vinegar dressing.
And with all the calories you saved on dinner, you can 

dig into one of Flancer’s yummy desserts.   
 
Flancer’s is located in Mesa, at 1902 N. Higley Road.  
Call (480) 396-0077. The Gilbert restaurant is located 
at 610 N. Gilbert Road. Call (480) 926-9077. For more 
information, call or visit flancers.com.

Flancer's Chef, Tim Briggs
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Lorraine Ryall Realtor CDPE, CSSN
Coldwell Banker Trails & Paths Premier Properties

ContaCt me today 
for a Confidential Consultation
CEll 602-571-6799
Email Lorraine@arizonaShortSaletoday.com

I am. 
When i started doing short sales 5 

years ago i had no idea it would 
turn from a job into a passion. many 
Realtors hate doing short sales, i love 
them. Why? Because they are a challenge 
and i get the chance to fight for the 
underdog, stand up for what’s right, and 
win. Every short sale is unique, everyone’s 
hardship or situation is a little different, 
but they all have one thing in common, 
they just need someone who has the 
knowledge and experience to negotiate 
a successful short sale and someone who 
won’t accept no for an answer.

 Whether you are still current, behind 
on your mortgage payments, or are 
just upside down and need to sell, give 
me a call. Even if you already have a 
foreclosure notice, it may not be too late.

CeRtIfIed 
dIStReSSed 
pRopeRty expeRt 
specializing in las Sendas 
and the East Valley

testimonial
“As soon as I met Lorraine I felt like a weight was lifted from my shoulders. Just knowing Lorraine would be in my corner with my struggle with the banks gave me huge peace of mind. Right from the beginning, she took the reins and she was full throttle until the very end. I would recommend (and I do) Lorraine Ryall to anyone and everyone. Not only is she VERY good at what she does but she is VERY good to her clients.  Lorraine genuinely cares about her clients! I truly felt her compassion and concern about my situation and me.“ 

Who’s fighting for you?

www.arizonaShortSaletoday.com

Banks Have an army  
on their Side...

98% 
SuCCeSS Rate

 Bringing neighbors closer to their community
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Thursday 
is Monday, Too!

Burger  
& a Beer

$8
O’NEILL’S PLACE
Located at The Village at Las sendas

ne corner of Power & Mcdowell roads
 (480) 832-8989

open at 11 a.m. everyday

Limited time offer. Crafts not included. Logic applies.

Like us  on Facebook for special offers at  

o’neill’s Place Mesa

Join us for 
happy hour 

and enjoy more than  
40 upgraded hd TVs!

$2 Pints
Monday - Friday   3 to 6 p.m.
 saturday & sunday   all day!

Monday Madness!

Real Estate

By Lorraine Ryall, REALTOR®, 
Certified Distress Property Expert 
(CDPE), CSSN 
Coldwell Banker Trails and  
Paths Premier Properties 

Absolutely. If you needed an 
electrician, you wouldn’t hire a 
plumber. If you needed brain 

surgery, you wouldn’t go to a foot doctor 
– OK maybe that’s a bit of a stretch, but 
you get my point.  

Unfortunately, any Realtor can do 
a short sale, whether or not they have 
had any training or experience. They can 
even call themselves short sale experts or 
specialists without ever having done one 
before. There is no certification or training 
required by the Arizona Department of 
Real Estate, but there should be. 

Short sales are totally different from 
regular sales. A lot more paperwork needs 
to be completed, and each bank has its 
own requirements. The Realtor needs to 
have knowledge of each bank’s documents 
and forms, as well as have them available 
to give to the homeowner. One of the most 
important aspects of doing a short sale is 
submitting a correct and complete short 
sale package to the bank. If not submitted 
correctly, it can be rejected or take weeks 
or even months to get sorted out. 

A good short sale Realtor should have 
a lot of experience dealing directly with 
the banks, and will know what the banks 

will and will not accept. They also should 
have experience in negotiating with them 
directly to ensure the successful close of 
the short sale. 

Many Realtors use a third party 
company. Once the homeowner signs the 
listing agreement, it is then handed over to 
another company to work with the bank. 
While it may save the Realtor time because 
they don’t have to deal with the banks 
themselves, it has been my experience 
that using a third party is a negative for 
the homeowner. Usually, these third party 
companies have a huge number of short 
sales they are working on, and you become 
just another file number. The success rate 
is lower, and the short sale process takes a 
lot longer. 

There also are many different 
programs available from both the 
government and the banks offering 
the homeowner relocation assis-
tance. These programs will pay the 
homeowner anywhere from $1,000 
to $30,000 to do a short sale. The 
Realtor needs to know which of 
these programs would apply to the 
homeowner, and what the require-
ments are to qualify.  

When a short sale is not 
successful, it is often because of 
the Realtor’s lack of knowledge, experience 
or follow-up with the bank. Choosing the 
right Realtor really can make all the differ-

Does It Really Matter 
which realtor does your short sale?

ence in whether or not your 
short sale closes. 

While there is no offi-
cial required certification, 
one of the most recognized 
and respected designations 
by the real estate industry 
and the bank is the Certified 
Distressed Property Expert 
(CDPE). If a Realtor has 

this certification, this professional has a 
thorough understanding and knowledge 
of the options and programs available 

to homeowners, and has been trained 
specifically in short sales.

There is no cost to the homeowner 
to do a short sale.   

Contact me today for a free  
confidential consultation or to find  
out more about short sales and other 
programs available. You can call my cell at  
(602) 571-6799, or send an e-mail to 
Lorraine@ArizonaShortSaleToday.com.  
Visit my Web site at  
www.ArizonaShortSaleToday.com.

Lorraine Ryall
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Buy One, Get One FRee!
Holiday Card & Gift Wrap event

October 15 – October 28, 2012
Includes all Holiday Counter Cards, Holiday Boxed Cards 

and Holiday Gift Wrap!
This is our first ever Holiday Card & Gift Wrap Event!  

Sarah’s Hallmark is THE PLACE to find Hallmark’s newest and broadest 
assortment of holiday cards, wrap, bow, tags and gift bags.  

This is the best holiday card and gift wrap promotion we will be offering this year 
and will not be repeated in 2012, so hurry in for the best selection!

Sarah's Hallmark
1112 N. Higley Road, Mesa, AZ 85205 • 480-981-8828

local business

By Dawn Abbey

It is rather difficult to write this 
article because I am giving away my 
biggest timesaving secret ever. 
Sarah’s Hallmark is not only a great 

place to buy cards, gifts, wrapping paper 
and collectibles, but there is a full-
service U.S. Post Office contract station 
tucked away in the back of the store. You 
almost never have to wait more than a 
few minutes, if at all, to be served.

This station is not only a great 
alternative to standing in line at the 
Falcon Field Post Office, but it also is 
a one-stop shop for a quick and easy 
shopping and mailing experience. If you 
are one of those people who waits until 
the last minute to get that birthday, 
anniversary, hostess or holiday gift, you 
can run into Sarah’s Hallmark, pick out 
a great gift, get a bag or box for wrap-
ping, select beautiful gift wrapping and 
bows, a perfect card, and then take it all 
to the post office in the back, and mail it 
right out. Done!

“We have complete postal services, 
supplies, flat-rate boxes and even 
do international shipping,” said Dee 
Babicke, owner, with husband, Jack, of 
the shop in the Basha’s Center at Higley 
and Brown roads. “We try to keep the 
wait to under 10 minutes, and we always 
have an extra employee available to serve 
the postal customers if it gets busy. It is 
a little more crowded during the holiday 
season, so we open two full-time postal 

terminals starting in November,” she 
continued. “And if the line gets really 
long, we might surprise our customers 
by handing out cookies or chocolates to 
make the wait more fun.”

Since this location is a Hallmark 
Gold Crown Store, this store owner is 
able to offer exclusive Hallmark items 
not available in other outlets. “More than 
half of our merchandise is in addition to 
our Hallmark lines,” said Dee. “We even 
have a fashion boutique with designer 
jewelry and handbags, and highlight 
Vera Bradley.” 

The store also features Harley 
Davidson items, kids’ toys and books, 
Precious Moments and other collect-
ibles, Southwestern-themed gifts, 
gourmet candies and coffees, as well 
as a huge assortment of holiday décor, 
ornaments and crèches. “There’s really 
something for everyone,” Dee stated.

Keepsake ornaments are a popular 
Hallmark 
tradition, and 
on Oct. 6 and 
7, the store 
will debut 
this year’s 
new collec-
tion. Sarah’s 
Hallmark has its 
own special club 
for Keepsake 
collectors whose 
members receive 

special benefits on a variety of products 
available only to them. 

The store is hosting a Keepsake 
Ornament Collector Club party on 
Thursday, Oct. 4, from 6 to 8 p.m., at 
the store, for Sarah’s Hallmark club 
members. Participants will discuss the 
new 2012 ornaments. Information will 
be shared regarding events happening 
in the store this holiday season. If you 
would like to join, membership is free, 
and refreshments will be served.

With Christmas on the way, Sarah’s 
Hallmark has planned a holiday open 
house for Nov. 10 and 11. Specials and 
discounts will be featured on many 
items throughout the store, including 
Christmas and holiday décor and gifts. 
The public is invited to come in to shop 
and do any mailing. Refreshments will 
be served.

According to Dee, the store has been 
a family affair for more than eight years. 
Their sons, Jack, Jr., and Christopher, 
help run the business, which includes 
three more Sarah’s Hallmark stores 
in Scottsdale, Chandler and a newly 
opened location in Casa Grande.  

Sarah’s Hallmark is located at 1112 N. 
Higley Road. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday; and 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., on Sunday. The postal station is 
available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., on week-
days; and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Saturday. 
Last pick-up is at 3:45 p.m., on weekdays, 
and at 4 p.m., on Saturday. For more 
information, call (480) 981-8828.

Sarah’s Hallmark offers  
cards, unique gifts, and a U.S. Post Office
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finance

Visit us at: 
Power & McDowell next to Albertsons 
2733 N. Power Rd. ste 102 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
480.641.1744 
store3690@theupsstore.com 
www.theupsstorelocal.com/3690 
Hours:   
8:30am to 7:00pm M-F,  
9:00am to 5:00pm Sat   

 

Offering a world class education 
in a beautiful and peaceful setting. 

Red Mountain Montessori Academy
480-654-1124

6426 E. McDowell Road
Take a look at our website to research 

the advantages of the Montessori Method
www.redmountainmontessori.com

At RMMA, we give your child 
the keys to unlock the magic 
and wonders of childhood...

• Before & after care
• Low child to  

teacher ratio
• Competitive rates
• A.M.I./A.M.S.  

certified teachers

480-924-2096  |  480-654-2913
www.carnationhomecleaninginc.com

$30 OFF 
Your First Time  
Detail Cleaning

OR

$10 OFF 
Your First Time  
General Clean

New clients only, with coupon.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Expires 10/31/12.

Carnation Home Cleaning
Quality Service Guaranteed
All Equipment & Supplies Provided
Bonded & Insured • References Available
Same Team Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly
One Time • Show Clean 
Move In/Move Out
New Construction Cleanup

 Gift 
Certificates Available!

AltA MesA 
Golf Club  

Celebrates their
25th 

ANNIVeRsARY
MeMbeRshIps

single & family
Juniors up to 39

senior & super senior
Winter seasonal single & family

Call Kim in membership 
 for all the details at 480-832-3257x100

there’s never been a better time to check out 
Alta Mesa Golf Club.

25% off
INItIAtIoN fees!

By John P. Duncan

A recent survey found more 
than 60 percent of women 
feel they are better at 

handling money than men.1

However, married women 
sometimes find themselves in 
perplexing financial situations—
conditions that might be avoided 
with a little planning and/or foresight. With vigilance, you 
can plan to steer clear of these mistakes. 

Not saving enough for retirement 
after marriage—If your spouse earns a huge 
salary and has invested avidly, you may have less impetus 
to save for retirement yourself. Your IRA, 401(k) or 
403(b) may start to seem more supplemental than primary. 
Yet what happens if the relationship ends someday, and 
you personally end up with a retirement savings shortfall? 
Keep contributing to your own retirement accounts.

Dipping into retirement savings 
once married—If your spouse is really wealthy or 
has much greater net worth than you do, your retirement 
nest egg may seem minor in comparison. Your spouse may 
tell you, with all the investments and savings you collectively 
possess, taking a loan out of your 401(k) won’t be so bad. 
Well, drawing down your own retirement savings could look 
like a very bad move 20 or 30 years from now. Who knows 
what changes life could have in store? Resist the temptation to 
siphon off your retirement savings.

Trusting a reckless spouse with 
your finances—When you love someone who is 
cavalier with money, look out. Beware of ceding financial 
control or your financial say in such a situation. If you 
marry someone with severe debt problems, don’t think 
you will be financially immune from the effects of those 
problems. If your spouse is a wastrel, or has a terrible 
credit rating, do not hand over the keys to the household 

finances. Watch what goes on with the bank accounts, 
investment accounts and credit cards among you—keep 
communication open and encourage transparency.

Forfeiting some or all of your 
financial identity—You may have taken your 
spouse’s name, but that does not mean you need to give 
up your own credit card for a shared one, merge your 
personal checking account into a joint one, and so forth. 
If you don’t use a credit card for several months or years, 
you won’t have to pay a fee, but it could show up as inactive 
on your credit report. The credit card issuer may move to 
close the account, and losing the credit history of that card 
could hurt your credit score. Retain individual savings and 
investment accounts and individual credit cards.2

Divorcing with an equal rather 
than equitable financial 
settlement—If a divorce happens, the impulse may 
be to amicably split things 50/50. The focus may be on 
keeping custody of your kids or keeping your home. Your 
financial potential may be a distant second. However, you 
must keep your financial future in mind. 

Quite often, a woman will be instrumental in building 
a business or professional practice with her spouse, but 
she may not be a part of that successful company or 
professional entity after a divorce. If you divorce and have 
helped your spouse build a business to greater or lesser 
degree, you may not only find yourself out of work but 
taking a job, which pays less, or having to learn new skills 
to compete in the job market. Your earnings potential and 
retirement savings potential may be affected. If you should 
divorce, seek an equitable settlement that considers your future 
financial potential. This is even more important than retaining 
material wealth or real property from the marriage. 

Losing touch with your career 
path—If you have happily put a career aside to raise 
kids, keep in mind you might find yourself returning 
to work sooner rather than later. Life events, economic 

Some married women make financial mistakes
necessity, personal desire and growing children may all 
be factors. Yet a long, total absence from the workplace 
can make it difficult to return. The technology or outlook 
of any given field can change radically across a few short 
years. Try to keep a foot (or at least a toe) in your career via 
consulting or networking efforts.

The takeaway—look out for your 
financial well-being—It is OK to emphasize 
(and plan for) your own financial destiny when you are 
married. In fact, it is both wise and appropriate to do so.  

For more information, call (480) 285-1998. Gold Leaf 
Advisory is located at 2929 N. Power Road, Suite 101.

Citations: 1. http://www.synovate.com/news/
article/2009/03/global-survey-shows-six-in-ten-women-
consider-themselves-financially-independent.html [02/03/2009] 
2. articles.moneycentral.msn.com/Banking/YourCreditRating/
unused-credit-cards-can-hurt-you.aspx [5/14/10] 3. 
montoyaregistry.com/Financial-Market.aspx?financial-
market=finding-a-financial-consultant&category=5 [9/15/11]
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(480) 285-1998
www.goldleafadvisory.com

Investment Advisory Services offered 
through Global Financial Private Capital, 
LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor

• VIP Treatment
• Customized Solutions
• Convenient Location

AdvAnced InsurAnce, 
Investment And 

tAx plAnnIng

As seen on:

202 Frwy.

McDowell

N
. Pow

er

located in las sendas Business center
2929 N. Power Rd., Suite 101 Mesa, AZ 85215

GADEK2012.com
Paid for by Greg Gadek for State Senate

Don’t let politicians decide this election...

you have a choice

common SenSe 
SolutionS

• Fund public education
• Create better jobs

• Restore Arizona’s reputation

Let’s put Arizona first and ideologies aside!

Volunteer Hotline: 480-444-8285

By Greg Gadek

My name is Greg Gadek and I 
am the Democratic candidate 
for State Senate in Mesa’s 

LD-25. A registered Independent for 
most of my life; I have lived in Mesa 
for more than 25 years, and raised 
my family here. Over the years, I have 
watched our city double in size, while 
becoming vastly more diverse. Yet the 
political leadership has never changed, 
and, lately, our leaders have become out 
of touch with the average person in their 
own community.

In this election season, we saw 
Russell Pearce’s appeal fade with Mesa’s 
leaders. So, they picked and endorsed 
a new heir apparent in my opponent, 
Bob Worsley. This is how Mesa politics 
traditionally has worked. Bob’s campaign 
manager, Ryan Anderson, explained to a 
local newspaper, “Once a candidate has 
been chosen by community leaders, that 
decision ripples through the church and 
social networks.” 

While these comments are no 
surprise to most of us, they are a slap 
in the face to those who believe in the 
democratic process. Some consider it 
a foregone conclusion that the hand-
selected nominee will win, especially 
since he has pumped $200,000 of his 
own personal fortune into his campaign 
(an Arizona primary record), but the real 
question is, who will be served? 

I am proud to be a participating 
Clean Elections candidate, which 
includes a $670 limit on family contribu-
tions, a $150 limit from any individual, 
and a promise to accept no corporate or 
Political Action Committee donations. 
Mesa should not be sold to the highest 
bidder. Its residents deserve better.

I have been increasingly frustrated 
with the shift our state has taken to the 
extreme right, including the tone and 
priorities of the state legislature. They 
have mismanaged the state budget. In 
per capita spending, nationally, we rank 
lowest in education funding, yet highest 
in money spent on prisons. Additionally, 
the Capitol and other state buildings 
have been sold and leased back, a 
10-year advance taken on lottery ticket 
sales, and the one-cent tax increase 
approved by voters to help our schools 
has been diverted. 

Meanwhile, legislators have spent 
their time (and our money) on legal-
izing fireworks, advocating for guns 
in bars and on school campuses, and 
debating whether a woman is pregnant 
two weeks before conception. We need 
to change our priorities, and elect 
leaders who will serve the average 
hardworking Arizonan. 

My legislative priorities would 
include restoring our state’s national 
reputation, properly funding public 
schools, creating good jobs here in 

Their Choice or Your Choice?
Arizona, and making health insurance 
affordable for all. Specifically, I would 
support common sense job creation 
by giving Arizona companies the first 
crack at state and local contracts so 
our tax dollars create jobs here, not in 
India or China.

In our new Mesa District 25, 
Independents, Democrats and 
moderate Republicans outnumber 
ultra conservatives. If you, like me, 
believe in the core values of justice, 
equality, good citizenship and 
economic prosperity for all, I hope 
you will take the time to learn more 
about our campaign. This campaign is 
based on the ideals and principles that 
all people deserve to be treated with 
respect and dignity, and the fact no 
one should be disenfranchised from 
the political process. I am committed 
to serving your needs, and will stand 
up for what is fair.

The silent majority in Mesa has 
been arrogantly ignored in the past, 
but this year, You Have a Choice, and I 
am proud to be your candidate for the 
State Senate in LD 25.  

For more information about Greg 
Gadek and his campaign for State 
Senate, as well as events, issues, 
or to find your polling place, visit 
Gadek2012.com, or e-mail Greg your 
questions at Greg@Gadek2012.com.

Tired of Mesa “politics as usual”? So am I.
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Beauty Organizing

throwing everything 

on the floor 
is not the answer
By Nancy Nemitz

Nothing should be thrown 
on the floor. Not dirty 
clothes, not clean clothes, 

not clothes from your suitcase, or 
your children's uniforms. The floor 
isn't the place for paper of any 
kind—newspapers, paper plates 
with last night's leftovers, wrapping 
paper, receipts, important docu-
ments or mail. 

The floor isn't a dumping zone. Don't drop the 
dog's leash on the floor, the towels, or whatever else you 
have in your hands. You have counters, hooks, shelves, 
closets, hangers, containers, and, most importantly, 
trash cans, for a reason. Pick it up, and put it away. 

Get rid of the clutter. Start with what's on the 
floor.  

Nancy Nemitz, a Red 
Mountain Ranch resident, 
is a professional organizer 
and owner of Create 
the Space Professional 
Organizing LLC. For 
more information, call 
(480) 223-8939.  
Visit her Web site at  
createthespace.com, 
or send an e-mail to 
nancy@createthespace.com. 
She will help you find 
your floor again.

By Dawn Abbey

True Essence Salon and Spa, Mesa’s only Aveda 
Concept Salon, is supporting National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month this 

October by helping to raise funds for the 
Breast Cancer Research Foundation at 
New York City’s Columbia University.

“We will donate $4 from the sale of 
each special edition Pink Ribbon Hand 
Relief,” said salon owner Maytee Green. 
“Since 2004, Aveda North America has 
contributed more than $1.83 million to 
the foundation, from employees and guests 
who donate through our fund-raising 
activities each October. Our staff wants to 
be a part of supporting those with breast 
cancer by helping fund this research.”

And you can feel good about where 
your money goes because more than 88 
cents of each dollar donated to the founda-
tion goes directly to research and awareness 
programs, according to Aveda’s Web site.

“Aveda strives to use natural plant- 
and flower-based, and organic ingredients 
in all its products,” explained Maytee. “So, they are very 
supportive of this independent, nonprofit organization that 
is exploring the environmental causes and links to breast 
cancer, like exposure to toxic chemicals and pollutants.” 

The foundation’s cruelty-free research studies the 
relationship between environmental exposures and genetic 
susceptibility to breast cancer. In 2011, the project evolved 
to include research to help better understand when breast 

cancer susceptibility begins, according to Aveda’s Web site.
Maytee invites regular and new guests to come in and 

support the cause by trying a great natural hand therapy. 
“Aveda creates a wide variety of skin and 
hair care products, as well as natural 
cosmetics and hair color,” she said. “If you 
are looking for a more natural approach to 
beauty, and products without petrochemi-
cals or artificial fragrances, you can find 
them here.” 

Maytee suggests coming in to browse 
their product lines. “We will always give 
you a free consultation on what products 
would work best for you,” she promised. 
“You can be sure they are made with the 
highest quality, natural plant-based and 
organic ingredients available.”

Aveda also is known worldwide for 
its support of environmental programs, 
such as utilizing wind power credits for 
their manufacturing plant and company-
owned sites. Providing clean water for 
rural villages in India, fighting animal 
cruelty, sourcing organic products and 

recycling also are important to Aveda.  
 
For more information, call True Essence at (480) 396-3112, 
or visit them next door to Bashas’, on the northwest corner of 
Power and McDowell roads. To learn more about Aveda’s 
products and sustainability programs, visit Aveda.com. To find 
out more about the Breast Cancer Research Foundation,  
visit bcrfcure.org.

True Essence Salon and Spa 
supports breast 
cancer research

Holidaycommunity

Pet Planet Presents Community Fair
By Dawn Abbey

Pet Planet will celebrate the grand 
opening of its fifth Arizona 
store on Saturday, Oct. 20, 

with a family-oriented community fair, 
beginning at 10 a.m., at Zahara Center, 
located behind Walgreen’s, at Power and 
Thomas roads.

A true highlight of the event will 
be an Adopt-A-Thon of pets rescued 
by Phoenix Animal Care Coalition 
(PACC911), as well as free pet 
companion photos, free gifts, discount 
coupons and a free pet self-wash.

Las Sendas resident Laura Leah 
English, chief executive officer and 
co-founder of Pet Planet, is joining with 
local businesses in Zahara Center, such 
as Victory Energy Wellness Center 
and the women’s entrepreneurial group 
Support and Empower the Vision of 
Entrepreneurial Networking (SEVEN), 
to offer giveaways, shopping discounts 
and activities, such as face painting and 
doggy games, for families 
and pets.

During the 
day, Victory 
Energy Wellness 
Center will 
host 12 free 
seminars, 

which will inspire, motivate and inform, 
according to center owner Jolene Victor. 
Topics will include how to eliminate 
toxins in your home; P-R-I-O-R-I-T-
I-E-S for the entrepreneur—10 things 
you need to know; retirement has 
changed—your next move; healing your 
money wounds and making the money 
you desire; how free radicals and stress 
damage our bodies; and healing methods 
for you and your loved ones. There also 
will be acupuncture demonstrations by 
Natascha Hebell-Fernando, as well as 
drawings and giveaways.

Members of SEVEN will have more 
than 30 vendor booths offering giveaways 
and discounts on such items as jewelry, 
skin care products, eyelash extensions, 
coffee, candy, cookies and chocolate. The 
same is true for insurance, home and 
financial services, weight loss and health 
products, candles, gifts and much more.

“We are excited to expand into 
the East Valley, as residents here have 
a strong commitment to health and 
lifestyle,” said Laura Leah. “Animal 
guardianship is strong in Arizona, as 
it is a very family-oriented state, which 
translates to a high pet population. As a 
low-price leader in quality pet health food 
and nutritional products, we will save the 
consumer money.”

Unique to Pet Planet is its adapta-
tion of the Guardianship Movement, 
a campaign to encourage responsible 
adoption, and the spaying and neutering 
of animal companions. “These initiatives 
are very timely, with the overwhelming 
animal overpopulation in Arizona,” Laura 
Leah explained.

Nearly 15 years ago, when Laura 
Leah and her mother, Joan Bauer, 
opened their first Pet Planet store, the 
two had a vision to be more than just a 
store. They had a dream. “We want to 

encourage a global society where all pets 
are loved, respected, protected and kept 
in good health—a society without pet 
overpopulation, homelessness or abuse,” 
Laura Leah said.

Pet Planet promotes the use of the 
term guardianship instead of owner when 
referring to our animal companions. 
“More than just semantics,” explained 
Laura Leah, “we believe this instills a 
more compassionate relationship between 
an individual and animal.”

Pet Planet’s four other Valley 
locations are in Phoenix, at Tatum and 
Cactus Roads; Scottsdale, at 90th St. 
and Via Linda; Ahwatukee, at 40th 
St. and Chandler Blvd.; and Ray and 
Dobson roads in Chandler. These stores 
also will offer discounts, giveaways and 
pet-friendly activities in celebration of the 
Mesa store opening.  

For more information about Pet Planet 
and the Guardianship Movement, visit 
PetPlanetHealth.com. For details on the free 

seminars, call (480) 422-7022. For informa-
tion regarding SEVEN, visit s-e-v-e-n.org.
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Real Estate

By John Karadsheh

There is no doubt in anyone’s mind that the last few 
years have been rough for real estate in the United 
States, and especially Arizona. 

Since the end of 2005, home sales have been steadily 
declining, but there is a light at the end of the tunnel. This 
year is on pace to be the third best year in terms of units 
sold since 2000. Through Sept. 10, the number of sales has 
already outpaced the number of sales for the years 2000, 
2001, 2002, 2007 and 2008. 

Furthermore, the inventory is at near record lows. 

Since the begin-
ning of the year, 
the inventory 
for single-family 
homes that 
are active in 
the MLS has 
been hovering 
around 10,000 
to 11,000 units. The law of supply and 
demand is starting to take effect.

Here is a graph, which shows the number of residential 
sales per year, according to the Arizona Multiple Listing 
Service, Inc.

I am in the trenches of the real estate world every day, 
and, at certain price points, we are seeing the same intensity 
of activity we saw in 2005. Homes priced aggressively are 
getting multiple offers, and the banks are motivated to 
sell what little inventory of homes they have left on their 
books. Home values have been steadily increasing this year, 
and many homeowners who, at one point, had underwater 
mortgages, are now starting to see hints of equity.

As the cooler weather starts rolling in, so does our prime 
time for selling real estate in the Valley of the Sun. If you are 
curious about your home’s value, please don’t hesitate to give 
me a call. It might be worth more than you think.  

John Karadsheh is a licensed REALTOR® with Coldwell 
Banker Trails And Paths Premier Properties. He also is an 
Associate Broker, Accredited Buyers Representative  
and a Certified Residential Specialist. He was voted the  
No. 2 Residential Real Estate Agent in Arizona by  
Ranking Arizona, the Best of Arizona Business. You can 
contact John with any of your real estate questions.  
Call him at (602) 615-0843, or go to his Web site at  
www.BuyAndSellAZ.com.

We have seen the bottom 
of the real estate market

Finance

		 	 2000	 55,319

	 2001	 62,524

	 2002	 68,410

	 2003	 79,512

	 2004	 98,294

	 2005	 104,132

	 2006	 73,923

	 2007	 54,228

	 2008	 59,218

	 2009 	 91,751

	 2010	 90,106

	 2011	 100,695

	 2012	 63,728
(Jan. 1 through Sept. 10)	

	 2012 (Projected)	

YEAR TOTAL # OF 			  HOME SALES

98,500

Las Sendas resident and finan-
cial advisor John Duncan, of 
Gold Leaf Advisory, will be 

hosting a Lunch and Learn workshop 
on Tuesday, Oct. 16 and Thursday, 
Oct. 18 from noon to 1 p.m.

The workshop, entitled 
Empowering Women to Make Good 
Financial Decisions, will feature a 
catered lunch as well as important information on gaining 
financial peace of mind.

John and staff will be on hand to meet and greet local 
residents and discuss financial options specifically geared 
toward women who want to remain independent.

The Lunch and Learn will be held in the conference 
room at 2929 N. Power Road, Suite 101, located in The 
Village at Las Sendas, at the northeast corner of Power 
and McDowell roads.

Space is limited and reservations 
are recommended by Oct. 10.  
 
To RSVP, or for more information,  
call (480) 285-1998, or e-mail  
info@goldleafadvisory.com.   
More information on 
Gold Leaf Advisory can 
also be found at www.
GoldLeafAdvisory.com.

Financial advisor 

to host Lunch 

&  l e a rn

Located at 3654 N. Power Road, Suite 125
Open Tuesday through Friday • 9AM – 7PM, Saturday 9AM – 3PM

VICTORY ENERGY 
WELLNESS

for more information, call 480-422-7022
or visit us on the web at www.victoryenergywellness.com

Group Energy 
    Sessions
October and November:

Saturday, Oct. 6 – Self-worth for School and Work at 10:30 a.m.

WedneSday, Oct. 10 – Forgiveness at 7:00 p.m.

WedneSday, Oct. 24 – Awakening your Magnificence at 7:00 p.m.

WedneSday, nOv. 7 – unblocking the Healing Process at 7:00 p.m.

 
 

A place where children learn and feel secure because they are surrounded with 
love, patience and understanding. Classes for 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds and Pre-K. 

For more information, call preschool director and  
teacher Rose Buttitta at (480) 654-4223.
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John Karadsheh

Bogey’s and The Grille at Las Sendas 

Make Sure to Join Us for
All Day Sunday 
& Monday Night Football
With Food & 
Drink Specials!
Enjoy our sports bar  
and new media set up!

SUNDAY
Pasta Night
$13.95

MoNDAY 
Happy Hour Extended!
3:00 pm to Close

Office (480) 396-4000 • www.lassendas.com

Happy HOur 

NEW
MENUS!

livE Entertainment
ON tHE patiO!

tues. - Sat. 6pm - Close 

Sun. & Mon. 3pm - Close 
tues. - Sat. 3pm - 6 pm

Address
Square

Feet
Sold PriceCommunity

2761 E. Lynnwood Cir.	 3,000	H ermosa Vista Views	 $261,500	  

2324 E. Virginia St. 	 2,927	C itrus Acres	 $266,000	 X

2429 E. Hermosa Vista Dr.	 2,783	C itrus Highlands	 $278,000	  

3320 E. Fairbrook St.	 2,655	T he Groves	 $289,900	  

2612 E. Fox St.	 2,730	M eadowvale	 $292,000	 X

3162 E. Backus Rd.	 1,738	C ounty Island	 $306,000	  

3502 E. Fairbrook St. 	 2,858	T he Groves	 $325,000	  

3316 E. Fountain St.	 3,295	T he Groves	 $365,000	  

821 N. Orchard St.	 3,612	T hayer Estates	 $367,000	  

3941 E. Fairbrook Cir.	 2,585	T riana	 $375,000	  

4015 E. Fairfield St.	 3,740	M ahogany	 $385,000	  

4143 E. Fairfield St.	 3,740	M ahogany	 $419,500	  

4222 E. Brown Rd. #13	 5,827	 Villa Sendero	 $455,000	 X

3831 E. Menlo St.	 4,047	E l Camino Dulce	 $460,000	  

2240 E. Minton St. 	 6,019	 Village Grove Estates	 $490,000	  

1330 N. 40th St. #2	 5,297	C itrus Greens	 $530,000	 X

3645 E. Ellis St.	 4,207	T rovita Estates	 $541,477	  

3504 E. Kenwood St.	 4,311	H ermosa Groves	 $560,000	 X

3754 E. Menlo St.	 7,000	E l Camino Dulce	 $562,500	  

Short Sale
or REO*

Sales Information Provided By John Karadsheh, ABR, CRS, ASSOCIATE BROKER, 
Coldwell Banker Trails & Paths Premier Properties. www.BuyAndSellAZ.com 

Information gathered from the Arizona Regional Multiple Listing Service 
is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Mesa Uplands Area 
Market Report

Sales over $250,000 for the 
Month of August 2012

dining

By Dawn Abbey

You won’t believe your eyes when 
you step into the newly reno-
vated Las Sendas Golf Club. 

It’s still the same warm and friendly 
place you love, but it now hosts three 
distinctively transformed and separate 
dining establishments—Bogey’s at Las 
Sendas; The Grille at Las Sendas; and 
The Patio at Las Sendas. “ They’re all 
so unique, we felt they deserved more 
definitive names,” said Dennis Shaw, 
director of food and beverage at  
Las Sendas.

With overseeding scheduled to 
end Oct. 19, Las Sendas Golf Club has 
slated Oct. 20 for its seasonal kickoff 
celebration. The whole neighborhood 
is invited to come in and check it out. 
There’s a lot happening.

“ The golf course and the club’s 
dining establishments are open to the 
public,” said Dennis. “We’re casual and 
family-friendly, and we want everyone 

to enjoy our great food and drinks,  
and the spectacular views from our 
hilltop location.”

Sunday and Monday Night 
Football specials are still in play, with 
the NFL Sunday Ticket in The Grille 
throughout the season. “ This is the 
center of camaraderie and fun,” said 
Dennis. “We now have twice as many 
TVs, twice as many draft beers, lots of 
additional seating and Monday Night 
Football Happy Hour, from 3 p.m. until 
close. We even serve gluten-free beer. 
Breakfast, with a $5 Bloody Mary bar, 
starts at 10 a.m. on Sundays.”

If you want a quiet, intimate dining 
experience, Bogey’s new elegantly 
appointed dining room is the place. It 
has been separated from the rest of the 
establishment by a wall and large door 
leading to The Grille, but contains the 
activities and excitement in the bar.

The first thing you’ll notice is the 
new front entrance, under a porte-

cochere. Bogey’s life-size likeness greets 
you as you enter. The dining room, 
decorated with Humphrey Bogart 
memorabilia, seats 40, and can be 
rented for private parties. “We still offer 
complimentary limousine service for 
Bogey’s within approximately a three-
mile area, so you can enjoy yourself, and 
let someone else do the driving.”

Dining also is available on The 
Patio, with magnificent views of the 
golf course, desert, mountains and city 
lights. “It’s a great place for enjoying 
breakfast, lunch, dinner or a sunset 
cocktail,” said Dennis. A variety of 
musical entertainment is scheduled 
Wednesdays through Saturdays, from  
6 p.m. to close.

Las Sendas currently is making 
seasonal changes to its menus, under 
the direction of recently returned 
original chef Cory Mingo.

Love to dress up for Halloween? 
Come experience HalloWine, a limited 

seating, wine-pairing dinner and 
costume party at Bogey’s, on Saturday, 
Oct. 27. Make reservations now for 
the beer and wine cocktail party with 
appetizers, followed by a three-course 
dinner with wine pairings, all for 
$48 per person plus tax and gratuity. 
Costumes are a must, and the best one 
receives a great bottle of wine.

It’s not too early to reserve your 
Thanksgiving dinner, according to 
Dennis. “We serve traditional favorites 
in-house, or you can order our Turkey 
Takeout, a complete, gourmet holiday 
meal ready to serve,” he said.

“We’re working to make Las Sendas 
your new hub for food and fun,” Dennis 
continued, “So, come out and give us  
a try.”  

Las Sendas Golf Club is located at 7555 
E. Eagle Crest Drive in Las Sendas. For 
reservations or more information, call 
(480) 396-4000, or visit lassendas.com.

las sendas golf club's 
Seasonal Kickoff Highlights Amazing Transformation
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Education

fundraiser

community

Las Sendas 
Elementary school

Hosts Garage Sale
Submitted by Las Sendas Elementary School 

If you have ever wanted to have your own garage sale in 
Las Sendas, this is the year you can. 

On Nov. 3, Las Sendas Elementary School will 
once again host a garage sale in the school parking lot.

Las Sendas Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) will 
sell reserved parking spaces for $25 each. You can set up 
your own garage sale, and keep your profits.

Set-up time begins at 4 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 3, and 
must be complete by 5:30 a.m. 

Reservations for these spaces will be accepted until 
Oct. 28. Space is 
limited. So, don't 
delay.  

To reserve your 
space, or for  
more information, 
call Krystal Schmier 
at (602) 448-9732, 
or send an  
e-mail to  
liaison@lspto.org. 
Please make checks 
payable to Las 
Sendas PTO. 

Submitted by Self Development Charter School 

Self Development Charter School (SDCS) continues 
its tradition of providing an outstanding education 
for its students, improving its existing programs, and 

adding new programs. 
SDCS is one of the top performing schools in Arizona. 

Our students are passionate about lifelong learning and 
achieving academic success. Our faculty team works dili-
gently to prepare students for life in the age of technology.

SDCS is fortunate to 
have some wonderful faculty 
members, including Ms. Rachel 
Hunt, coordinator of the 
science program at SDCS. “An 
outstanding education remains 
the foundation for future oppor-
tunities and options,” she stated. 
Ms. Hunt asserts that knowledge 
in science and mathematics is 
critical for success in academics. 

Instilling the value of an 
excellent education can be 
accomplished through the 
educator’s personal love and joy of the learning process. 
“Students are typically inspired by what they experience  
in a learning-centered classroom,” this coordinator  
added. SDCS emphasizes a hands-on approach to 
teaching science. 

Ms. Hunt has played a critical role in developing the 
hands-on approach of the science curriculum at SDCS. 
For many years, Ms. Hunt has taken her mobile science 

laboratory from classroom to classroom, from first grade to 
middle school. Her passion for her subject matter can only 
be compared with her drive to help her SDCS students 
achieve academic success. 

Ms. Hunt’s classroom environment is conducive to 
learning critical thinking skills, solving problems and being 
creative. The classroom instructions are purposefully 
designed to address specific cognitive processes to hone 
students’ higher-level thinking. Her students’ everyday 

classroom experiences include 
reasoning, analyzing, evaluating, 
synthesizing and reflection. 

The teaching approach 
practiced by Ms. Hunt includes the 
flexible grouping of students for 
maximum learning, and focuses on 
concept mastery. Students move 
from one group to another based 
on their need for assistance or 
enrichment. Students who finish 
early are given opportunities to 
participate on challenging projects 
for continuous intellectual growth. 

Ms. Hunt diligently works one-on-one with many 
students, before, during and after school hours to help them 
thrive in an accelerated learning environment. Hands-on 
opportunities give students real life experiences, instill self-
confidence, and develop a love for learning.   

For more information, please call Self Development Charter 
School at (480) 641-2640.

Wonderful Teacher Enhances 
Hands-on and Enriched Learning Experience

By AnnElise Makin

Take a swing at cancer.  
“Swing whatever you want, a 
tennis racket or a golf club,” said 

Hit for the Cure Co-Chair Judy Smee.
Judy has been drumming up support 

continuously for the 11th annual Hit for 
the Cure. This remarkably successful fund-
raising event will be coming around again 
to the Red Mountain Ranch Country 
Club (RMRCC) on Friday, Nov. 9, and on 
Saturday, Nov. 10.

“Last year, we raised more than 
$19,000, the most ever, for the American 
Cancer Society—East Valley,” Co-Chair 
Wendy Skarda proudly announced. “Judy 
donated some extra dollars to round off 
the sum.”

The Hit for the Cure originated out 
of a genuine concern for Red Mountain 
Ranch neighbors who were struck with 
cancer. About 12 years ago, Jan Edson, 
a 15-year breast cancer survivor, was 
coordinating car pools for a breast cancer 
patient support group.

These bosom buddies developed strong 
bonds of friendship and the iron will to do 
something. Many of these women also had 
a passion for tennis. Soon, a match was 
made with RMRCC’s tennis division. And 

Preregister now for the Hit for the Cure 
Tennis and Golf Tournament

so the Hit for the 
Cure was born.

The Hit 
for the Cure, 
strongly driven 
by local survivors, 
such as Wendy 
Skarda and 
cohorts of seri-
ously committed 
volunteers, has 
continued to 
evolve. Last year, the mission was changed 
to include all forms of cancer.

“Now, we moved to a later date, 
not the usual Breast Cancer Awareness 
Week in October, to include more winter 
visitors,” Judy stated. She became engaged 
in the Hit for the Cure in memory of her 
mother, who was lost to breast cancer. 

All new this year is golf. Now, you can 
do it all, golf in the morning and tennis 
in the afternoon, with a lunch served in 
between. The Hit for the Cure will kick off 
with a Bean Bag Bash and Cocktail Hour 
the evening before.

Matches start at 7 a.m. Saturday, 
and will be played all day. The dinner, a 
Texas-style barbecue, served by the Club’s 
culinary team, starts at 6 p.m., followed 
by the awards ceremony. The auction will 
include select items, such as tennis or golf 
lessons. The winner of the 50/50 raffle 
also will be announced then.

Like last year, members of the band 
Chord on Blue will donate their time, 
and provide the music for the evening. 
Sheridan Skarda, Wendy’s daughter, will 
perform some very moving songs, which 
she wrote about her mother’s exemplary 
fighting spirit.

Once again Barnet Dulaney Perkins 
Eye Center has stepped forward as the main 
sponsor by adopting court 1. Other courts 

are still available for 
advertising banners at 
$500 each.

Donations for 
the Hit for the Cure 
can be made any time 
in the form of Wall 
Donation certificates 
of $50 or $100 each. 
New are the net spon-
sorships, at $300 each. 
Additional volunteers 

are welcome any time, as well.
There are many ways to get involved 

in the Hit for the Cure, even if you play no 
sports at all. Sponsor a tennis court, buy a 
wall donation, or simply spread the word. 
Cancer affects all of us at some point in life.

So, strike back soon enough, because 
it is better to have a hoot than not give 
a dime. The Hit for the Cure isn’t just a 
fund-raising event, but also the friendliest 
community event in the neighborhood.

“This is a great opportunity for all 
of us at the RMRCC to get everybody 
together for a common cause,” tennis pro 
Ray K. said. And it also is a welcome 
chance for all nonmembers to check out 
the wonderful amenities of the club.  

Preregistration is required to save your spot. 
Spaces on the courts and on the greens are 
limited. So, register early via e-mail with Ray 
K. Anybody can participate in the Hit for the 
Cure. For more information, e-mail Ray at 
rayk@rmrcc.com.

Friday, Nov. 9
Bean Bag Bash and Cocktail Hour
Kick-Off Night, 7 p.m. by court 1
Drinks and appetizers served

Saturday, Nov. 10
Golf and Tennis Tournaments
7 a.m.—Check-in opens
8 a.m. to noon—Golf tournament
7 a.m. to noon—Tennis doubles 
tournament
6 p.m.—Dinner, awards,  
auction and music

• Check-in for tennis or golf begins 
at 7 a.m. at court 1. The tennis 
registration fee is $30 per person 
for the first event, $10 for the 
second event.

• Do-overs for tennis can be bought  

in advance or on the courts for  
$5 each.

• Pick-up ball girls or boys are avail-
able for hire for a donation.

Spaces in tennis and golf competi-
tions are limited. This event is open 
to all interested players in the 
neighborhood. No club membership 
is required.

To save your spot, preregister 
your team for the tennis tournament 
via e-mail with Ray K., at  
rayk@rmrcc.com.

Golfers, please call the Golf Shop 
for registration information at  
(480) 985-0285.

Court and net sponsorships are 
still available. If you are interested, 
please call Ray at (602) 367-7473.

Come to the Hit For the Cure at the  
Red Mountain Ranch Country Club
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Self Development Preschool/Charter School
Assure Your Child a Firm Educational Foundation!

Join the many students who begin their education as one year olds and complete the elementary and middle school education at Self Development!

Self Development Preschool
2-year-12 years (Before/Afterschool) 6 am to 6 pm      

 

Call Vernetta at 480-396-3522.

Self Development Charter School

Call Now! 

 

480-396-3522
Mesa, AZ 85205
480-641-2640

(2010 Charter School of the Year) 
 

 

 

K-8 Grade

2011 Academic Excellence Award
�e only Mesa school to receive this honor

• Exemplary pre-kindergarten program for  
school success

• Well designed and enriched preschool curriculum

• Before and After School Program

• Low Staff turn over

• Integrated thematic curriculum

• Ages 1-5 years (preschool)

• Ages 6-12 years (before and  
afterschool programs)

• Complete six years of schooling in four years (SIF Program)  
(an option for high achieving students in grades 3rd – 8th)

• Outstanding Kindergarten through Middle School Education

• Excelling Mathematics and Science Programs

• Unique Literary Analysis Program for grades 2nd – 8th

• One of the top performing schools in the state

• Elective Language Options: Latin, Spanish, and Chinese 

Science and Technology Center
Enroll your high achieving students in our 
Six inFour Years (SIF) Program. Your child 

may save up to two years of schooling.

Limited Space
Limited Space 

Available

Enrolling 
Now

Professional, Affordable Tree and Landscape Service

www.allprotrees.com  •  dennis@allprotrees.com

480-354-5802
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

• Monthly Landscape  
    Maintenance

• Frost Damage 
• Yard Clean Ups

• All  Landscape Needs
 

TREE SERVICES
• Tree Trimming

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding

• 24 Hour Storm Damage

 15
%

 O
FF

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE & GET 

15% OFF 
WITH THIS AD!

• Deep Root Fertilization

• Irrigation Install/Repair

O�er has no cash value and
may not be combined with

any other o�er, discount,
coupon or promotion 
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Submitted by New Frontiers for Lifelong Learning

While the September open house for New 
Frontiers for Lifelong Learning was 
successful, complete with information 

regarding member classes and registration, enrollment 
still can take place. 

New Frontiers for Lifelong Learning is a peer-led, 
self-directed organization of more than 400 members, 

sponsored by Mesa 
Community College 
(MCC). Types of 
classes include history, 
art, music, health and 
well-being, nature, 
current news topics, 
and book discussions. 
Social activities include 
luncheons, concerts, 
plays, tours and travel. 

 Members enjoy 
intellectual and cultural 
growth, an array of 
topics to stimulate 

interests, pleasant social atmospheres, and volunteer 
opportunities at MCC and in the community. In addition, 
members receive discounts at MCC events.

At $70 a year, or $50 a semester, a person can take as 
many classes as their personal schedule will allow. Classes 
meet at MCC at Southern Avenue and Dobson Road; 
MCC at Red Mountain, at McKellips and Power roads; 
MCC Downtown Campus, at 165 N. Centennial Way; 
and the East Valley Adult Resource Center, one located 
at 247 N. Macdonald St. and another at 7550 E. Adobe 
Road, as well as various other locations.  

 
For information about New Frontiers for Lifelong Learning, 
visit the Web site at newfrontiers.mesacc.edu, or call  
(480) 461-7497. Send all correspondence to New Frontiers, 
165 N. Centennial Way, Room 208, Mesa, AZ 85201.

Benefits are Many for 

New Frontiers

politics

By Michael Cozzi

The media labels a myriad of people, groups, nations, 
ideologies and actions as un-American.  
Many of these labels are partisan and generally 

unfair, but whether you are Republican or Democrat, there 
is one group of people, which embodies what it means to be 
un-American—the non-voter. 

A Suffolk University/USA Today poll of 800 
Americans nationwide indicates as many as 90 million 
Americans will refuse to vote. That is, 40 percent of the 
eligible voter population 
from 2008, or 29 percent of 
the current population of 
the United States. There are 
approximately 230 million 
eligible voters out of roughly 
314 million Americans. 

Among un-registered, 
unlikely voters, 26 percent 
said they don’t have the 
time, and 12 percent feel 
their vote doesn’t matter. For 
registered, unlikely voters, 17 
percent didn’t know why they 
wouldn’t vote, and 13 percent 
are exercising their right not to vote. Another 12 percent 
don’t think their vote matters, and 12 percent dislike the 
candidates. The worst part is 58 percent of these unlikely 
voters admit the fact politics makes a difference in their 
lives, and 79 percent feel the role of government is impor-
tant to their lives.

Based on the numbers, it is clear apathy is the greatest 
factor keeping unlikely voters from the polls. These 
apathetic Americans are a disgrace to our nation, as well as 
to the precepts of American Republicanism, painstakingly 
developed by our Founding Fathers, in particular James 

Madison and Alexander Hamilton. 
These men resisted British Monarchy through the 

Revolutionary War, revealing a more evolved form of 
representative democracy for the newly developing nation 
of America. Madison and Hamilton were charged with 
defining our new government—the ideals and principles it 
would stand for and protect, how the seat of government 
would be structured and managed, and how power would 
be derived legitimately and enacted upon the people. 

Their answers, my fellow Americans, were found 
in the people. The idea 
the American government 
derives its power from 
the voting populace came 
to be because the extent 
of our nation allows 
for proper vetting of 
candidates for office. The 
magnitude of our voting 
population can stifle the 
ability of any corruptive 
force to overwhelm the 
will of the people and 
carry the vote. 

That may seem like 
a lot to process, but think. Is it easier for one man to 
secure five in 10 votes or 50 million out of 100 million? 
Madison postulates, the greater number of people 
involved, the more divergent the personal interests, 
which contributes to the difficulty of faction to capture 
a majority vote. What Madison and Hamilton laid 
down for us was awe-inspiring in its complexity. Yet the 
practical mechanism to carry out this new platform of 
Democracy is so simple. 

Next month, I shall venture into the specifics of the 
individual vote.  

there is a pandemic 
of non-voting
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convenient location! 
3654 N. Power Rd., Suite 125
in the Zahara Business Park, behind Walgreen’s

VICTORY ENERGY 
WELLNESS

call 480-422-7022 for more information
Hours:  M: 9-5, T-F: 9-7 & Sa: 9-3
www.victoryenergywellness.com 

check out our OCTOBER 
group sessions schedule
at www.victoryenergywellness.com
 
we get results!

community

Ridgeview  
to host yard sale

The Ridgeview community in Northeast Mesa will 
be hosting a neighborhood yard sale on Friday, 
Oct. 19 and Saturday, Oct. 20 from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. each day.
“Don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity to clean 

house and get to know your neighbors better,” said Aaron 
Charlton, a Realtor with Coldwell Banker Trails and Paths 
Premier Properties. “All you have to do is sign up and put 
your stuff out on the day of the event. We will be taking 
care of the advertising and signage,” he continued.

Aaron is asking homeowners to RSVP by Oct. 
6 in order to get updates and be included on the map, 
which will be handed out to people as they enter the 
neighborhood.
	 “Please tell your friends!” Aaron emphasized. “If we 
can get a lot of positive response, we hope to make this a 
yearly event.”   
 
For more information, or to participate, contact  
Aaron Charlton at (480) 269-0625, or e-mail  
aaronbcharlton@gmail.com. To RSVP, visit the Web at  
www.ridgeview.eventbrite.com.

businessEducation

Up Close Advertising 
Proves Successful
By Angie Sterling

Since the initial ad was published in Up Close 
about three years ago, business for Sterling 
Pools has increased an amazing 200 percent.

During the first year in business, Up Close was 
the only source of advertising for Sterling Pools. The 
wide range of exposure, in Las Sendas, Red Mountain 
Ranch, and Mesa Uplands communities, proved to be 
very beneficial to the business.

“About 60 percent of new clients have been the 
result of advertising in Up Close,” Angie said. Her 
tracking efforts indicate similar advertising in other 
community publications netted no new business for 
Sterling Pools.

“ This year, when it came time to renew the 
advertising contract, the representative for Up Close 
contacted me, and followed through with true effi-
ciency and excellent service. The other community 
newspaper failed to contact us for future advertising.”

Angie and Mike Sterling appreciate the quality of 
service afforded their business by Up Close Publications. 
“Thank you for the great exposure and continued 

customer follow-up,” 
Angie said. “Your 
team is truly profes-
sional!”   

For more  
information about 
Sterling Pools, call  
(480) 241-4206.

SO CLEAN, YOU’LL THINK:

"5 Second Rule!"

MIKE STERLING
480.241.4206

Formerly 

Welcome home Pools

Submitted by Red Mountain Ranch  
Elementary School

The Red Mountain Ranch Elementary School 
(RMRE) parent fund-raising committee needs 
your help.

Financial support is needed to help families pay 
for this year’s oceanography trip, as well as lowering 
the cost for all. Everyone can help through the school’s 
extracurricular donations program.

The sixth-grade students will be going on an 
educational oceanography trip to California next 
April. The cost is $320 per child. This is an oppor-

tunity of a lifetime 
for some of these 
children. What a 
great way for them 
to see the ocean, and 
learn about it at the 
same time.

Donations are 
accepted by going 
to the Mesa Public 

Schools Extracurricular Activity (ECA) State Tax 
Credit site. You also can donate funds directly to our 
RMRE sixth-grade account. The deadline to donate 
this year is Dec. 31. 

A tax credit is different from a deduction, because 
you may subtract the whole contribution from your 
Arizona State tax bill. An individual may contribute 
as much as $200, and a couple filing jointly may 
contribute as much as $400. Contributors receive the 
money back in the form of a tax credit.

To learn more about the ECA, go to http://
mpsaz.org/community/eca/?ref=fnav-com.

Write yourself a lower tax bill. It’s good for you, 
and it’s good for the kids.   

For more information, contact Fund-raising  
Chairperson Laurie Havird at lhavird@cox.net,  
or call (480) 239-7534.

Donations Help Students Study 
Ocean Exploration

0% FINANCING
on

Orthodontics!

InvIsalIgn
Braces

clear
Braces

sTaInless sTeel
Braces

New LocatioN •  EAST MESA

480-969-1514
1118 N. Val Vista Rd.

orThodonTIcs for
chIldren and adulTs

GRAND OPENING!
Welcome New Patients!

Jack G. wright • DDS caGS
Specialist in Orthodontics

Most Insurance Accepted  •  Financing Available

$500 OFF
and a FREE Kindle Fire
with a full set of
Braces or 
Invisalign Teeth 
Straightening!
$500 OFF of our usual and 
custom fees. One coupon 
per person. New patients 
only. Must present 
coupon at initial 
consultation. 
Expires 10/31/12.
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sports

20% OFF
any service 
for first time clients only. 

Please present this Up Close ad at 
time of service to receive these discounts.

Discounts or specials can not be combined.

2910 North Power Road #101
Mesa, Arizona 85215  •  NW Corner of Power & McDowell

www.trueessencesalon.com
call to schedule your appointment  480-396-3112

i9sports.com • 480-726-1613

Flag Football,
Basketball, Soccer,
Cheerleading, T-Ball

Submitted by i9 Sports

i9 Sports is redefining youth sports across the nation, 
and right here in Northeast Mesa. 

The youth sports program has been in Northeast Mesa 
for four years, experiencing tremendous growth, including a 
35 percent increase every season since inception. 

i9 Sports provides youth sports for ages 3 to 14, 
including flag football, basketball, T-ball (3-6), soccer 
(3-10), and cheerleading. Participants can enroll in fall, 
winter, spring, and summer programs. Athletes of all skill 
levels can also enroll in camps and skill enhancement clinics 
throughout the year.

“We believe that participation in an organized youth 
sport activity is about more than just the sport… it’s about 
the entire experience for the parent and the child. It’s 
what we call the i9 Sports Experience,” said James Smith, 
program director.

“i9 Sports is a fun league,” explained James. “We are 
very organized, and focused on a positive experience for all,” 
he continued. “We have the fields set up, site coordinators, 
experienced refs, and practice only once a week.”

Usually, practice is an hour before the game, held on 
Saturdays at Fremont Junior High School. Basketball has 
practice on Friday evenings and games on Saturday afternoon.

The winter program starts Jan. 12, 2013, and registra-
tion is currently underway. Early bird discounts are available 
if you register before Nov.12. The deadline to register for 
the winter sports program is Dec. 31. To register, visit the 
Web site at i9Sports.com, or call (480) 726-1613. 

James encourages everyone to learn about the variety of 
programs i9 Sports offers. “We are about the kids playing, 
having fun, and teaching the sport right the first time,” he 
emphasized. James said the league is perfect for the parent 
who has more than one child in sports. “This program fits 
into the family schedule… and is good for the parent and 
good for the child.”

Here are some facts about i9 Sports:

FOR THE CHILD 
We believe that sports should be a fun, safe experience 
where children can learn basic athletic skills and sportsman-

ship, build friendships, and increase their self-esteem. With 
our emphasis on fun, positive instruction, and inclusiveness, 
everyone plays and is made to feel like a winner, regardless 
of their talent level.

FOR THE PARENT 
We understand that their busy schedule requires a program 
that is well organized, convenient and fits evenly within 
their family’s plans so that their child’s sport activity 
doesn’t consume their life. The philosophy of practice on 
the same day of competition creates stability and organiza-
tion to maintain a family household. In addition, we pride 
ourselves on outstanding communication so they’ll always 
know what to expect and how to plan for it.

THE i9 SPORTS DIFFERENCE:
1. Complete Organization and Communication
•	 Professional management of program details, team 

rosters and schedules.
•	 Flexibility to accommodate team assignment with friends, 

siblings, etc.
•	 Easy access to the i9 program director for quick response 

to questions or needs.
•	 24/7 access to the latest schedules, standings 

and statistics online.
•	 Proactive communication so parents are 

always informed about important details.
 
2. Absolute Convenience
•	 Quick and easy registration process online or 

by phone. 
•	 Minimal practices, usually on game day.

3. A Safe, Supportive Environment
•	 Certified coaches who have been carefully 

screened (criminal background check). 
•	 Trained referees/officials at each game. 
•	 Individualized attention and encouragement 

provided to each player. 
•	 i9 Sports Parental Pledge agreement which 

prohibits sideline negativity and disruption.

4. Quality Instruction in Skills and Good Sportsmanship
•	 Instruction in the game fundamentals. 
•	 Priority on core values, such as sportsmanship, teaming, 

and fair play over competition. 
•	 Belief that everyone is a winner.
 
5. Focus on Fun
•	 No player tryouts or drafts. 
•	 Everyone plays regardless of talent level. 
•	 Free team jersey for each player. 
•	 Game photos posted on the i9 Web site. 
•	 Post season celebration and award for all players.  
 
For more information, or to register, visit the Web site at 
i9Sports.com, or call (480) 726-1613.

The i9 Sports Experience Redefines Youth Sports
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480-644-2221• mesarecycles.org

Cardboard & Paperboard
Includes cereal, soda & other paperboard 

boxes; remove liners/wrappers

Plastic Cups & Containers     1-7 
Includes margarine tubs &

yogurt containers

Metal Cans
Food & beverage cans only

Glass Bottles & Jars
Food & beverage containers only

Milk & Juice Cartons
Includes ice cream containers &

juice boxes

Paper
Includes office paper, junk mail, phone 

books, newspaper, paper bags & 
magazines

Items should be relatively clean, dry and loose when placed in the blue barrel.
Styrofoam and plastic bags are currently not accepted.

Do you have a recycling question? Call City of Mesa Customer Service at 
the number below or visit our website. You can also email your questions to 

waste.info@mesaaz.gov.

Last year, Mesa residents recycled 32,653 tons of material and sent 
108,747 tons of material to the landfill. Please do your part by 

recycling the following items in your blue barrel:

Be Seen Being Green!Be Seen Being Green!

community community

it's time for the annual

Red Mountain Ranch

Garage Sale
Submitted by Red Mountain Ranch Social Club

Time is quickly approaching for the 2012 Red 
Mountain Ranch Community Garage Sale, which 
will take place on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 9 and 

10, so mark your calendars.
Would you like to buy items you need for 75 percent 

to 90 percent off? Are retail store prices too high for your 
budget? Are you looking for Christmas gifts and don't have 
much money? Do you love to find bargains?

We have a solution for you! Come to our annual 
Red Mountain Ranch Community Garage Sale, and 
find what you need at great prices. Come early to get 
the best bargains. 

This is one of the largest community garage sales held 
in the Phoenix area, and the Red Mountain Ranch Social 
Club is again sponsoring the event. This sale has been held 
for a number of years as a service to our community. 

Red Mountain Ranch is a community of more than 
1,600 homes in Northeast Mesa, at Power and Thomas 
roads. Homes participating in the garage sale exceed 100. 
It is your chance for one-stop shopping, since participating 
homes are close by. 

Hope to see you at the garage sale. Happy shopping!  

Submitted by City of Mesa

In addition to providing blue recycle and black trash 
barrel collection service, the City of Mesa Solid Waste 
Management Department offers a variety of other 

services and programs to assist its customers with their 
disposal needs.

Green Barrel Program—For an additional 
monthly fee of $5.51, residents can obtain a green barrel to 
recycle their grass, leaves, plant trimmings and other green 
yard waste material. The container is serviced weekly on the 
same day as your blue recycle barrel. Collected material is 
kept out of the landfill, and, instead, is turned into mulch.

Business Recycling—Mesa businesses with City 
of Mesa trash service are eligible to receive recycling service 
at little to no additional cost. 

ACE Express Event—Mesa residents looking for 
a way to properly dispose of their appliances, computers 
and electronics are invited to attend a City of Mesa ACE 

Express event. The next event will be held from 8 a.m. 
to noon, on Saturday, Oct. 20, at the East Mesa Service 
Center, 6935 E. Decatur St.

Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Event—Mesa residents looking for 
a way to dispose of paint, oil, batteries, fluorescent light 
bulbs, pesticides, prescription medication, tires and other 
household hazardous waste are invited to attend a City of 
Mesa collection event. The next event will be held from 
8 a.m. to noon, on Saturday, Oct. 27, at the East Mesa 
Service Center, 6935 E. Decatur St.  

For more information 
about Mesa’s recycling 
programs, please visit 
www.mesarecycles.org, 
or call City of Mesa 
Customer Service at 
(480) 644-2221.

City of Mesa Offers Solutions
for trash and recycling needs

• It extends the life of our landfills. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Americans generated about 250 million tons of trash in 2010. Of this total, we recycled or 
composted more than 85 million tons, equivalent to a 34.1 percent national recycling rate. This 
means, on average, our country recycled and composted 1.51 pounds out of our individual waste 
generation of 4.43 pounds per person per day.

• It helps your community. The City of Mesa does not own its own landfill. Therefore, a disposal 
fee is paid for every ton of material Mesa residents throw away. However, the City of Mesa 
receives revenue for every ton of material recycled in the blue barrel, and, in 2011, generated 
$1.6 million. This revenue goes into the City’s general fund, and helps support many of the 
programs and services provided to Mesa residents.

Why is it important to recycle?
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By AnnElise Makin

Two young ambassadors were 
taking their task quite seriously.  
Eyyub Israfilov and Ali 

Damirzade, both 15 years old, and both 
10th-grade students, from Azerbaijan’s 
capital Baku, had traveled to Arizona 
with a group of 16 fellow students 
through the Youth Leadership Program 
(YLP) of the American Councils for 
International Education.

Eyyub and Ali were hosted by 
the Uppaluri family of East Mesa, 
whose oldest son, Karthik, had visited 
Azerbaijan in July with YLP. For the 
Azerbaijani youth, this was their first trip 
to the United States. They were eager 
to explore American culture, economy 
and educational possibilities, through an 
intensely enriching encounter.

Eyyub inquired, “Why are we in 
this program, you ask?” His response 
was, “It teaches us responsibility. From 
this, I get so much knowledge I need to 
have to help my country.”

The young republic of Azerbaijan 
(population 9.2 million, on a 
33,500-square-mile area), bordering on 
Russia and Iran, has been independent 
for only 20 years. Its culturally diverse 
population—a “melting pot,” Eyyub 
said—has embraced the values of self-
government, liberalism, environmental 
responsibility and economic opportunity.

U.S. Learning 
Experiences
A gold mine of learning experiences 
lay ahead for these exchange students. 
They would soon experience American 
society in action, meet people from all 
walks of life, and access places tourists 
would never seek.

“My interests are in human rights, 
history and geography,” Eyyub stated. In his 
world history class, he had learned much 
about the United States—Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics arms race, the Vietnam 
War, the Korean War and Perestroika, as 
well as the decline of communism.

Ali was similarly motivated. “I want 
to be a diplomat in the economic realm,” 
he said. “I want to improve the economy 
in my country, the income from oil, but 
also focus on manufacturing and renew-
able energies.”

Both Azerbaijani students attend 
totally different school systems. Eyyub 
goes to the British School in Baku, 
a private institute, which follows the 
Cambridge model with the familiar 
A-B-C grading categories.

Ali is enrolled in a public high 
school, where Russian or Azeri is the 
teaching language. Each class, of six to 
nine subjects, is 45 minutes long. School 
also is held on Saturday. And the scores 
range from 2 (least) to 5 (best).

Next year, Ali and Eyyub would 
have to prepare for the university 
entrance exams, different ones for each 
institution. High school in Azerbaijan 

ends with the 11th grade.

American 
Students in 
Azerbaijan
Their Arizona YLP equiva-
lents, Karthik Uppaluri and 
Tendai Mabingani, both in 
the Westwood International 
Baccalaureate program, had 
learned these and other facts 
on their trip to Azerbaijan 
earlier this year.

“Students applying for 
colleges in Azerbaijan have 
to worry a lot less about 
the extraneous factors, the 
extracurricular activities and 

volunteerism,” Tendai observed. 
“Yes,” Karthik agreed. “ Their training 
in high school is strictly academic. 
Whereas, American students are evalu-
ated on the whole scope as a person.”

Nevertheless, young people in 
Azerbaijan 
get involved in 
various civic 
causes, such as 
anti-smoking 
campaigns 
(Eyyub) or 
neighborhood 
cleanups (Ali). 
Karthik and 
Tendai observed 
and participated 
in such activities, 
as well.

“One of my 
favorite memories was the Peace Corps 
leadership camp outside of Ganja,” 
Tendai recalled. “We experienced many 
exercises on how to be a leader.”

Karthik was mostly impressed by 
a visit to the ancient mountain town of 
Lahij. In this famous mountain town of 
copper crafts, the American kids got all 
the attention.

Common Grounds 
in Education
Ideas of future collaborations in 
education were bound to take root 
among these exchange students. 
Foremost, Karthik, an alumnus of the 

NASA INSPIRE 
program, sought 
to get his Azeri 
friends interested 
in educational 
programs, such as 
those in which he 
was involved.

Together with 
some passionate 
teammates, 
Karthik presented 
the Azerbaijani 
visitors with a 
robotics demon-
stration at Red 
Mountain High 
School. The 
visitors had a ball 
trying to score 
some baskets with 
the Team Plasma robot.

Ali and Eyyub, on their part, 
seemed well versed in American culture. 
They rejoiced about finally seeing a 
real Western town and an authentic 
football game up close. Until then, 
they had known these things only from 
the movies. But now, the excitement, 
cheerleaders, fireworks and hot dogs 
were real.

“ The most important aspect is that 
American people share with us every 
day a program full of training,” Ali 

observed. “We are 
here as tourists, as 
well as students, 
and, at the same 
time, ambassadors.”

Values 
of a 
Country
“My outlook 
changed completely 
when we visited 
Washington, D.C.,” 
Eyyub stated. “I 
talked with our 

guide about e pluribus unum. 
It changed the way I look 
at this country completely. 
Now, I see what liberty, 
glory and equality means.”

“ This trip will help 
to improve us,” Ali said. 
“Each one of us gained a 
lot of information that is 
different from each other. 
If we implement this expe-
rience, we can grow a very 
beautiful tree from it.”

Both Arizona and 
Azerbaijani students 
discovered a lot more 

Exchange Students Explore 
Future Collaborations

common ground than differences. They 
shared interests in YouTube, Facebook 
and iTunes as a start. Language was not 
an obstacle. In addition, they all had 
ambition, idealism and empathy.

Now, just you wait until they make 
a difference.  

To find out more, read Karthik Uppaluri’s 
post, Adventurer in Azerbaijan, at the 
American Council’s Web site. Go to 
http://americancouncilsforinternation-
aleducation.wordpress.com/. Enjoy his 
flipbook presentation at http://snack.to/
fupfwp9h

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Azerbaijani exchange students to Arizona experienced the full range of cultural and academic 
exposure programs. Their busy schedule included the following highlights: 
• Grant writing seminar with Courtney Klein, from New Global Citizens 
• Maricopa leadership program, with Assistant County Manager Dr. Silva
• Volunteer work, at St. Vincent de Paul and the CASS homeless shelter
• Grand Canyon and Tuba City tours
• Mock Teen Court, at South Mountain High School
• Lesson on civic engagement and the judiciary, with Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
• Many other engagements

Robotics Demonstration 
at Red Mountain High School
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Classifieds
home services

Annabel’s Cleaning Service LLC
A licensed and fully insured house  
cleaning company. Serving the East Valley since 
2002. There are no long term contracts and you can 
schedule your cleaning service on a weekly, bi-weekly, every three weeks, 
monthly or just one time basis. Move-in and Move-out’s are our specialty. 

We hire employees only and will never subcontract to other cleaning 
crews. Your home is protected by our General Liability Insurance and 
our employees are protected by our Worker’s Compensation coverage. 
Please call us for a free quote at 480-326-3885.  
E-mail: annabelcleaningservice@gmail.com 

Integrity Pools LLC, Cleaning Service and Repairs. Professional, 
Personal and Affordable pool maintenance and pool repairs; including 
filter clean-outs, acid washes, salt cells, etc. 480-818-3832.

MK Remodeling & Design
Specializing in Custom Kitchen & Baths. Any Large Additions to Small 
Projects & Repairs. Licensed & Bonded ROC237798. Member BBB. 
Contact Mike for a free estimate. (480) 285-6443
Web site: www.mkremodeling.com Email: mike@mkremodeling.com

“Just Call Mike” Home Maintenance & Repair. Plumbing, electrical, 
water heaters, disposals, RO systems, fans, lights, switches, sockets, 
irrigation, timers & valves, etc.
Mesa, (480) 628-2757.

Mesa Home Maintenance and Repair.
Plumbing, electric, irrigation, garage doors, water heaters, tile and 
drywall repairs, carpentry, handyman lists, and other services. All work 
guaranteed. Sean Sornberger (480) 699-7990.

Specialty Services

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING. Multiple K-12 subjects including 
Math, Reading, Writing. Individualized, at-home instruction. AIMS 
preparation help. Assistance for home-schooling, behavioral, special 
education concerns. Philip N. Swanson, Ph.D., 480-677-9459. 

Arizona Golf Cart Repair, LLC
Has All of your Golf and Utility Cart needs.
Quality, Care, and Low Prices.
1922 N. Rosemont, Mesa AZ 85205
480-861-1436 www.azgolfcartsales.com

Business Opportunities

Has the recession hit you hard? 
Don't change your lifestyle; change your thinking! Partner w/ Vemma 
and create residual wealth from home! Vemma is growing fast. Don't 
miss out! mccozzi.vemma.com

Child Care Services

IN HOME CHILD CARE. Full or part time. Excellent  
references, over 11 years experience. Educational activities, 
large daycare room, full industrial playground in backyard. 
CPR certified, fun and safe environment! Please call Sue 
(480) 209-5865

Las Sendas mom, newborn & up; 16 years experience. CPR certified. 
Homemade meals and healthy snacks; loving, safe environment; no pool; 
flexible schedule. Early childhood development activities offered. 
Many references! Call Lina (480) 324-8466

Animal services

ALL PRO TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPE SERVICE. 
Tree Trimming, Removals, Stump Grinding, Bushes, 
Shrubs, Yard Clean Ups, Landscaping, and Deep 
Root Fertilization, Etc. FREE ESTIMATES. Very 
Professional, INSURED & BONDED. Mention this ad 
and receive 15% OFF! We accept credit cards. 
Please call (480) 354-5802

Cynthia Hannah Professional Pet Sitter
Overnights in Home/Walks/Day-Play Visits/Pet Errands/House Sitting. 
Insured. CPR, 1st Aid Certified. Member Of: Pet Sitters International, 
Pet Sitters Association, NAPPA, ABKA. Previously Certified Vet Tech 
Assistant, Pet Care Tech. with ABKA, TTouch Therapy, Delta Society 
(pet partners). References. Home: 480-988-2755 Cell: 480-529-3869
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$929,000
5,056sq. ft. 6BR, 4.5BA, 3G. Viking® 
and SubZero® appliances, citrus & 

pecan trees, game room w/wet bar.

$1,250,000
4,026 sq. ft. 3BR, 3.5BA, 4G. Pan-

oramic city light & Mtn. views, gour-
met kitchen & negative edge pool.

SOLD
2,201 sq. ft. 4BR, 2.5BA, 2G. Turkish 
travertine flooring, pool w/custom 
water feature, grass area & gazebo. 

$1,400,000
7,346 sq. ft. 5BR, 4.5BA, 4G. Chis-

eled edge stone flooring, home 
theatre, pool & city light views.

$234,000
1,673 sq. ft. 3BR, 2BA, 2.5G. Gran-
ite counters, heated salt water pool, 

fruit trees, garage w/cabinetry.

$225,000
1,959 sq. ft. 2BR plus a den, 2BA, 
2G. Golf course views, spacious 

floor plan & no HOA fees.

$649,999
4,358 sq. ft. 5BR, 4BA, 4G. Granite 
counters, crown molding, double 

ovens, alder cabinetry & travertine. 

UNDER CONTRACT
1,441 sq. ft. 3BR, 2BA, 3G. 2 way 

FP. Wood floors. Granite counters & 
stainless steel appliances. 

Under

Contract

UNDER CONTRACT
4,432 sq. ft. 6BR, 3.6BA, 2G. SS ap-
pliances, granite counters, large loft, 
city light & Mtn. views, pool, BBQ.

Under

Contract

$182,000
1,064 sq. ft. 2BR, 1.75BA, 2G. Stain-
less steel appliances, solar sun tube, 

recessed lighting & wood blinds.

$389,000
2,731 sq. ft. 5BR, 3BA, 3G. Com-
pletely remodeled semi-custom 

home, granite, travertine & more.

$525,000
4,006 sq. ft. 6BR, 4.5BA, 3G. Stain-
less steel appliances, granite coun-
ters, wet bar & custom diving pool. 

UNDER CONTRACT
2,757 sq. ft. 4BR,2.5BA, 3G. Grassy 
back yard, 20+ full size shade trees, 
BBQ, firepit & grand waterfeature.

$3,300,000
7,179 sq. ft. 5BR, 5.5BA, 6G, 1.85 
acre lot. City light & Mtn. views, 

granite counters, canterra columns.

$950,000
3,428 sq. ft. 4BR, 4BA, 3G. Golf 

course lot, travertine & walnut floor-
ing, pool, city light & Mtn. views. 

$525,000
3,658 sq. ft. 4BR, 3.5BA, 3G. Golf 
course lot, alderwood cabinetry, 

stainless GE Monogram® appliances.  

$429,000
2,827 sq. ft. 4BR, 2.5BA, 3G. Cul-

de-sac lot, granite counters, stainless 
steel appliances & crown molding.

UNDER CONTRACT
2,883 sq. ft. 3BR, 3.5BA, 2G. Cul-

de-sac lot, 2nd master suite, granite 
counters, Pebble Tec® pool & BBQ.

$365,000
2,383 sq. ft. 4BR, 3BA, 3G.  Stainless 

steel appliances, granite counters, 
maple cabinetry & an oversized lot.

Under

Contract

Under

Contract
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SOLD
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2.5BA, 3G. Solar energy reduces 
cost by 50% & a salt water pool.

sold


