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By AnnElise Makin

Self Development Charter 
School (SDCS) is proud 
to announce its recent 

accreditation as a Cambridge 
International Examinations 
School. 

This excellent news widens 
the path for college preparatory 
work on the junior high school 
level at SDCS.

“We are really excited about the Cambridge program 
for the students,” said Ms. Jennifer Salvatori, administration 
team member and liaison for the Cambridge accreditation 
process. She seemed more than pleased for the entire team.

“Our principal, Ms. Anjum Majeed, had the Cambridge 
program in her scope of vision for a number of years,” 
Jennifer recalled. “Then, two years ago, we started the certifi-
cation process. In November of 2013, SDCS was accredited.” 

With accreditation, the work really begins. “We have 
continuously worked to enhance our excellent elementary 
and middle school curriculums,” the administrator pointed 
out. “We also want students to stay and complete their 
educational foundation here with us. Cambridge opens up 
this whole new opportunity of international perspectives.”

Increasingly, SDCS has seen students through to the 
high school level. A total of 10 students finished SDCS 
secondary last year, and 23 students will be completing their 
junior high experience at SDCS this year. In high school, 
SDCS students have become independent learners, choosing 

advanced placement and honors 
courses—and excelling.

“Our school has been 
well known in the state for its 
outstanding academics, but 
the Cambridge program will 
prepare our students more for the 
national and global benchmarks 
of education,” Jennifer said. The 
specific model is called Cambridge 
Secondary One, consisting of 

English, Math and Science, for children 11 to 14 years of age.
Much of the groundwork for the Cambridge program 

has been laid at SDCS in years past. Being well-read, 
demonstrating critical thinking skills, and presenting 
knowledge in proper written or oral form are values 
enforced by SDCS from an early age.

“We are taking the existing curriculum and modi-
fying it toward the Cambridge requirements,” Jennifer 
said. The Cambridge model will open up an extensive 
resource for each subject matter syllabus, and provide 
assessment tests twice a year.

“Not only will our students be even better prepared to 
succeed at the college entrance examinations, such as the 
ACT [American College Testing], our eighth-graders also 
will have the opportunity to earn an IGCSE certificate,” 
the educator continued.

The IGCSE—International General Certificate of  
Secondary Education—is the world’s most popular 
international qualification for 14- to 16-year-olds. Leading 

universities and employers worldwide recognize this certificate.
Currently, SDCS also is looking into the Information 

and Communications Technology component of the 
Cambridge program. Computer (literacy and technology) has 
become the fourth R after reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic.

SDCS is a high-achieving school, earning Arizona 
Charter School of the Year in 2010. Recently, one of the 
school’s key educators, Ms. Christina Harguess, won the 
Teacher of the Year award from the Arizona Charter 
School Association. The Cambridge program will continue 
to move SDCS to higher excellence.  

For more information, or to schedule a visit, call Self Development 
Charter School at (480) 641-2640. You also can go to  
selfdevelopmentcharterschool.com. Enroll now for the 2014-2015 
school year. To learn more about SDCS and the Cambridge programs, 
please attend a meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 14, from 6 to 8 p.m.

self development charter school 
Moves Into Cambridge League

Why risk a shuttle or taxi?   
Travel Exstyle for about the same price!

   

Up to four people ride  
first class to or from  
Sky Harbor Airport  

in a Town Car for just 

$55
Add $15 for large SUV.

Reliable.  Professional.  On-time.  …Guaranteed!

•  Utilize our Full Fleet of  
Late-model Sedans and SUVs

• Livery-to-Livery Reservations

• GPS Tracking

• GPS Navigation

• Professional Master Chauffeurs

• Live 24/7/365 Dispatch

•  Online Reservations at  
www.exstylelimo.com

602-405-2233
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Airport
Business
Pleasure

Celebrations
Conferences

Anniversaries
Meetings

High School Dances
Weddings

More!

Make any trip better!

Live 24/7/365 Dispatch!
Online Reservations at www.exstylelimo.com

$55  
Up to four people ride to or from  
Sky Harbor Airport in a Town Car.

$15 extra for SUV

By Kimberly Searles

Being invited to participate in this year’s Street of 
Dreams event was honor enough for the team 
at iPLAN, but the feedback received during the 

showcase event made the icing on the cake. 
The event gave iPLAN the opportunity not only to 

showcase their work, but also receive instant feedback.
According to iPLAN principal Ben Scheier, the 

showing was a success. Over the six-week Street of 
Dreams event, more than 22,000 people visited the 
house presented by the architectural firm.

“What we truly enjoyed most about the experience 
was meeting our community in person,” Ben said. “It 
allowed us to hear directly what people liked or didn’t 
like, as well about our design. That kind of interaction is 

what truly inspires us and drives our creativity.” 
The event also served as a springboard for new 

interest in the firm, making the outlook for 2014 even 
brighter. According to Ben, iPLAN has received many 
phone calls from prospective clients who saw the house at 
Street of Dreams, and want to know what iPLAN can do 
for them.

In fact, iPLAN continues to hum along with 
current projects for Lennar and Blandford homes. They 
also are working on exciting projects for their private 
clients, as well. As if that weren’t enough, they are 
looking forward to beginning several projects placed on 
the back burners for a while.

“It really is a great time for iPLAN,” Ben stated. 
If you are in the market for custom home design, let 

iPLAN be your go-to source. As an architectural firm, 
they have created hundreds of luxury homes, ranging from 
2,000 square feet to 22,000 square feet.  

iPLAN provides a full-service custom home design for 
projects of all sizes. Learn more about iPLAN by visiting 
www.iplandesign.com, or contacting Ben Scheier at  
(480) 980-1119. You also can like them on  
www.facebook.com/IPLANLLC. 

iPLAN Builds on Success from  
Street of Dreams Participation



$10 OFF
any 90 minute 

massage 
or microdermabrasion

IntrOducIng 
the Winter Glow by 

Jan Marini: The effects of a 
peel without the downtime.

$95 (reg. $105)Cosmos Salon 
& Day Spa
480-844-0707
2837 N. Power Road, Ste. 106, Mesa
www.CosmosSalonAndSpa.com
        Look for us on Facebook
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Great minds start here ...

To learn more about our programs, visit www.mpsaz.org.

Kindergarten enrollment 
begins Monday, January 27 with 
evening registration on January 28.

Explore the variety of kindergarten 
programs Mesa Public Schools offers 
to meet your child’s needs:

•  Safe & secure schools
•  International Baccalaureate
•  Home school support
•  Special education
•  Early admission
•  Full- or half-day
•  Back-to-basics
•  Dual language
•  Montessori
•  ArtsChoose the best educational 

environment for your kindergartner.

education

By Sharon Wozny

While transitioning to junior high can cause 
anxiety and trepidation, Mesa Public Schools 
has the answer with Step Up Day.

Every January, all sixth-graders have the opportunity 
to attend Step Up Day at the junior high school they will 
be attending. All the counselors make this experience 
useful and motivating to the incoming students.

  Mrs. Salas, Mr. Martin and Ms. Spencer lead Step 
Up Day at Fremont Junior High School. They rotate 
through three sections. In one section, they are welcomed 
by the principal and entertained by an orchestra, a band, 
a choir and drama, as well as STUCO. 

The counselors take over in the auditorium for 
another section. This is where the students complete 
paperwork for the following year, and watch a 
PowerPoint presentation about Fremont Junior High 
School. In addition, they receive backpacks donated 
from CTE. The backpacks are filled with resources and 
registration information. 

Lunch in junior high school is always a huge concern. 
In this section, students enjoy a snack in the cafeteria 
where they observe how lunch works. Step Up Day is 
tied in with registration and parent orientation. By day, 
the students learn the campus, and the parents attend in 
the evening. Fremont is always pleased with the parental 
support at these events.

 As Mrs. Salas and Mr. Martin agree, the transition 
from sixth to seventh grade is so important, and the 
biggest education change these students will experience. 
Admittedly, they have such a short time to prepare 
the students for high school. Both of them love what 
they do, which is evident in the warmth felt within the 
counseling office.

  Step Up Day is another way to connect with the 
incoming students and make them feel more at ease 
with the next chapter of their educational lives. About 
a week later, the counselors visit each elementary school 

to meet with the sixth-graders to have them register for 
their classes.

Step Up Day may look different at each junior high 
school, but the goal is always the same—introduce the 
incoming seventh-graders to their new home for the next 
two years, while easing some of the anxiety, which may 
come with this new transition.  

For more information about 
Step Up Day, ask your 
sixth-grader when the 
first session starts, or 
contact your junior 
high school, at 
www.mpsaz.org, 
to find out about 
the parent evening.

step up day eases the transition
to junior high school
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A Leader in Full Service, High-Tech Dentistry

We can treat everyone in the family’s dental needs.

WWW.LASSenDASDenTALHeALTH.com
Whiter teeth in under One hOur
in Office Whitening: $300, PLuS take-
home whitening trays: $599 Value!

ZOOM! 
Tooth Whitening

•	 Dentistry	for	the	whole	family
•	 Now	offering	evening	hours
•	 Cosmetic	Smile	Enhancements 
Veneers	&	Porcelain	Crowns

•	 Implants	-	Placement	&	Crowns
•	 Root	Canal	Therapy
•	 Oral	Surgery 

including Wisdom teeth
•	 Afraid	of	Dentists? 
Nitrous	Oxide	Sedation	Available

•	 A	Team	of	Professionals 
Here	to	Help	You	Smile

cALL ToDAy!
(480) 283-5854

Dr. c. martin Farnsworth, DmD
Dr. Derek Farnsworth, DmD 

2947 north Power road  
Suite 103, Mesa

We	accept	most	insurance	plans,	credit	 
cards,	&	E-Z	payment	plans,	o.a.c.

now certified 
Invisalign® Providers

emergencIeS Seen SAme DAy!

DenTISTry For THe 
WHoLe FAmILy

Lorraine Ryall Realtor CDPE, CSSN
Coldwell Banker Trails & Paths Premier Properties

ContaCt LoRRaine today foR a ConfidentiaL ConsuLtation  

to see if a short sale is the right option for you
CEll 602-571-6799
Email Lorraine@arizonashortsaletoday.com

for more information on short sales and foreclosures,  
visit www.arizonashortsaletoday.com

short sale help 
struggling With your Mortgage Payment? owe More than your House is 

Worth? facing foreclosure? you Have options – i Can Help.

98% 
success 

rate

 Sell your home for less than you owe with NO cost to you 

 Get the deficiency waived so you don’t owe the bank anything 

 Salvage your credit 

 You may even be able to buy a new home again right away

prime rib
saturday!

12 oz. prime rib, 
potatoes &
sautéed Veggies

$15
Limited time offer. Crafts not included. Logic applies.

O’NEILL’S PLACE
Located at The Village at Las Sendas

NE corner of Power & McDowell Roads
 (480) 832-8989

Open at 11 a.m. Everyday
Like us on Facebook for special offers at  

O’Neill’s Place Mesa

Join us for 
Happy Hour 

and enjoy more than  
40 upgraded HD TVs!

$250 Pints
Monday - Friday   3 to 6 p.m.
 Saturday & Sunday   All Day!
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By Lorraine Ryall, Realtor 
CDPE, CSSN, MSSC 
Coldwell Banker Trails & 
Paths Premier Properties

As of January 2014, 
there are going to be 
some major changes in 

the mortgage industry, which 
will impact the home loan 
process.

FHA Loan Limit 
Reduction
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) recently 
announced it would reduce the loan limits as specified 
by the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008. 
Unfortunately, Maricopa and Pinal counties are among the 
650 counties across the United States having their FHA 
loan limit reduced from $346,250 to $271,050, effective Jan. 
1, 2014. That is almost a 22 percent decrease, or $75,200 
less buying power for a buyer using FHA financing. 

The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 established 
the higher limits, which have been in place for the past 
six years. They served as an emergency measure to assure 
mortgage credit was widely available during a time 
when private lending options were severely constrained. 
Originally, the lower loan limits were scheduled to take 
effect in January 2009. However, due to continuing strains 
in credit markets, Congress delayed implementation several 
times, but now is moving forward with the lower loan limit.

For buyers who have to use FHA financing for 
specific reasons, such as a previous short sale, bankruptcy, 
foreclosure, low credit score or down payment limit, their 
purchasing power will be reduced, as they now have to look 
for lower priced homes. There are alternatives available for 
buyers who have the ability to convert to a conventional 
loan with a down payment as low as 5 percent. While 

your credit score and debt to income ratio, as well as other 
qualifying factors, are stricter on conventional loans versus 
FHA, they are available and a good option for buyers 
who want to purchase a home above the FHA loan limit. 
Also keep in mind VA home loans. For those eligible, the 
VA allows for a zero down payment loan, with up to a 
$417,000 loan amount, in most cases.

Dodd Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act (Dodd-Frank) 
Dodd Frank created a new requirement whereby all 
residential mortgages meet an Ability to Repay standard, 
prohibiting creditors from making a mortgage loan without 
determining the consumer’s ability to repay, and establishing 
minimum requirements. This rule has created a new loan 
category called the qualified mortgage. The lender must meet 
the following criteria for the loan to be a qualified mortgage:

•	 A fixed rate with maximum 30-year term. No 
interest only, adjustable rate or balloon payment 
loans.

•	 Points and fees to be capped at 3 percent
•	 Debt to income ratio cannot exceed 43 percent, 

including PMI, debt and other obligations. 
However, lenders can exceed this amount in certain 
circumstances.

All other loans not meeting these criteria will be 
non-qualifying, which places a higher cost and burden on the 
lender. Jumbo loans also will be non-qualifying, but we don’t 
expect to see any changes in this segment of the marketplace.

So what does this mean to the borrower?
•	 Lenders will be requiring more verification to 

support the borrower’s ability to make the mortgage 
payment.

•	 Loan costs are likely to increase. 
•	 The closing process probably will start to take longer 

due to the increased compliance lenders must undergo 
to be sure they are meeting the new federal regula-
tions. Be prepared for closings to take 30 to 45 days.

With all the new changes, it is now more important 
than ever to choose a Realtor who not only understands 
the real estate market, but also understands how the new 
lending requirements may impact the sale or purchase of 
your next home. Choosing the right lender, one who is not 

only well informed on all the new changes (and 
there are more to come), but also has the staff 
and systems already implemented to navigate 
the new requirements, is going to be the key to a 
successful and timely close.

Visit my Web site for more information 
on the FHA and Dodd Frank changes, or to 
contact one of our trusted lenders today.  

Lorraine Ryall is a multi-million dollar producer 
and recipient of the International President’s  
Circle Award, which is awarded to the top 5 
percent of agents. For more information, call  
(602) 571-6799, or visit her Web site at  
www.Homes2SellAZ.com.

New Dodd Frank Regulations and FHA 
Loan Limit Reduction Are in Effect

Lorraine Ryall

real estate
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A Closer Look at

LAS SENDAS golf club
Features Entertainment, Dining & Golf

LAS SENDAS 
LADIES LEAGUE
Making A Difference
This year, the Las Sendas Ladies League hosted a 
Christmas charity luncheon in Bogey’s private dining 
room at Las Sendas Golf Club. This incredible group of 
women collected more than 110 toys, which were donated 
and delivered to the Mesa Salvation Army Christmas 
Angel Tree. A big thank you is extended to everyone for 
this contribution to our community.

ENTERTAINMENT 
LIVE…at Las Sendas is pleased to present: 
Affinity—Generations of Classic Rock 
Thursday, Jan. 16 
Considered the area’s best show band, Affinity has been 
captivating audiences with its high-energy performances 
since the 1980s. Based in Phoenix, Affinity has a long 
history of providing music and entertainment for major 
social events and corporate parties.

Monday	 House Fried Chicken—$14.95
Tuesday	 Cioppino (Seafood Stew)—$15.95
Wednesday	 Gold Canyon Angus Beef  
	 Meatloaf—$14.95
Thursday	 Garlic Rosemary Prime Rib—$19.95
Friday	 Blue Moon Battered Rockfish and  
	 Fries—$13.95
Saturday	 Root Beer Braised Short Rib—$15.95

Tuesday to 
Saturday	 Live Music on the Patio

The golf season is in full swing, and the snowbirds 
are back. Come by early to make sure you get a table, or 
enjoy casual dining on our side patio couches and chairs. 
We have NFL Sunday Ticket. So, come and watch your 
favorite NFL team, and indulge in $5 appetizers, 50 cent 
wings and buckets of beer until 4 p.m.

THE VISTAS 
PAVILION
The Vistas Wedding Pavilion at Las Sendas is pleased 
to offer the following Summer Special Wedding Package 
for events booked and hosted in the months of June, July, 
August and September, 2014. The total cost is $5,000 
(does not include tax and gratuity), and includes the 
following items:

Ceremony
•	 White garden chairs 
•	 Unity table
•	 Gift table and limeade station 
•	 Setup and teardown of the ceremony and reception space
•	 Champagne, fruit and cheese platter in Bridal Changing 

Room

Reception
•	 Plated Dinner Menu
•	 12-by-12-foot dance floor
•	 White, black or ivory tablecloths
•	 White, black or ivory napkins
•	 Votive candles on tables
•	 Cordless microphone with sound system for speeches 

and toasts
•	 Projector and screen for slideshow
•	 Complimentary cake cutting

Wedding coordinator will assist bride and groom with 
menu selections, ceremony and reception setup details, and 
ceremony rehearsal. Our wedding coordinator will be the 
single point of contact and on-site coordinator during the 
ceremony and reception.

Wedding Trends 2014
Food, floral and fashion—romance is driving bridal 
fashion in 2014, much of which can be attributed to the 
movie The Great Gatsby. We will see fashion resurrecting 

Rock Lobster—80s Retro Band, Thursday, 
Feb. 20
Rock Lobster is the absolute best cover band in Arizona 
when it comes to playing the ultimate in 80s’ retro music. 
This band plays songs from Billy Idol’s White Wedding to 
Cyndi Lauper’s Girls Just Want to Have Fun. Bring your 
friends, come and join the fun. Just maybe you will be invited 
to go on stage to rock out your best 80s’ dance.

With this band of highly talented musicians, you 
always are guaranteed to be on your feet from the begin-
ning of the night.

The Chef ’s Grand Buffet is from 6 to 8 p.m., and 
the show begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are $60 per person, or 
a table of eight for $400. Only 200 tickets will be sold. 
To purchase tickets or a table, please call Erica at (480) 
396-4000, or send an e-mail to egomez@lassendas.com.

Hold the Date**—Please hold the following dates in 
your calendar for our 2014 LIVE…at Las Sendas 
calendar of events:
•	 April 17
•	 May 29
•	 July 17

**Dates are firm, entertainment subject to change.

DINING 
Wine Dinner—Amazing Food and Wine 
Pairings—Saturday, Jan. 18
The Vistas Pavilion, in partnership with Francis Ford 
Coppola Wines, is hosting the Wine Dinner on Saturday, 
Jan. 18, 6 p.m. This dinner will be five courses, and each 
course will be paired with a wine selection. Price is $50 
per person. For reservations, please call Erica at (480) 
396-4000, or e-mail her at egomez@lassendas.com.

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
The Patio, Friday, Feb. 14
Come and enjoy a romantic evening of dining on The 
Patio at Las Sendas on Friday, Feb. 14. We are pleased to 
offer a four-course prix fix menu for $100 per couple. Your 
evening comes complete with a long stem rose and a table 
with dazzling city lights views. For reservations, please  
call Erica at (480) 396-4000, or send an e-mail to 
egomez@lassendas.com.

Weekly Specials at The Patio and The Grille
Sunday	 Chef Attended Pasta Bar—$13.95

A Closer Look, Las Sendas Golf Club...is a monthly column written for the Up Close Publication 
by Las Sendas Golf Club. In this column, you will get an in-depth look at upcoming entertainment, 
dining and golf events. Our brand is our mission—to reach out to the community with entertainment, 
dining and golf events as your pathway to fun, recreation and a pleasurable lifestyle.

Rock Lobster
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The Vistas Pavilion  •  Las Sendas Golf Club 
7555 E Eagle Crest Drive, Mesa, Arizona 85207

For reservations call Erica Gomez  
480-396-4000 or Email egomez @lassendas.com. 

$50 per person

The Vistas Pavilion
& Francis Ford Coppola Winery
Present a 

Night of Wine  
       & Dining 
Join us for Appetizers and Bubbly,  
Followed by a Spectacular Five  
Course Dinner Paired with  
Outstanding Wines from the  
Coppola Winery

Presenters Ashley Conley & Dereck Rockas will be on  
hand to answer all your questions. Wines available  
for purchase following dinner.

Saturday,  
January 18th,  
at 6:00 pm

Live… at Las sendas

Rock Lobster – 80’s Retro

Tickets $60 per person, buy a table of 8 for $400 
Reserve early for preferred seating - 8 per table 

Tickets available at Las Sendas Golf Club 
egomez@lassendas.com / 480 396 4000

Las Sendas Golf Club 
7555 E. Eagle Crest Drive

Mesa, AZ 85207

Thursday February 20th 
The Vistas Pavilion 

6 - 8 pm Buffet Dinner 
8 - 10 pm Rock Lobster 

Rock Lobster is the absolute best cover band in Arizona when it comes to 
playing the Ultimate in 80’s Retro Music! This band plays songs from Billy Idol’s 

White Wedding to Cyndi Lauper’s Girl’s Just Want to Have Fun! Bring your 
friends, come and join the fun, just maybe you’ll get an invite to get on stage to 

rock out your best 80’s dance! 

With this band of highly talented musicians, you are always guaranteed to be 
on your feet at the BEGINNING of the night! 

Chef’s Grand Buffet
Cheese Board, Charcuterie, Carved Beef, Shellfish , Chicken, Sea Bass, 

Salads, Vegetables, Rice, Potatoes, Pasta, Petite Fours, 
Chocolate Mousse, Banana Bread Pudding 
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some traditional pieces with a new twist. Veils are back in 
a big and dramatic way. In fact, you will see a ton of focus 
on headpieces in general, including floral crowns and hair 
embellishments.

We will see the styles of the Roaring 20s in bridal 
gowns, as well. Romantic beaded gowns will be paired 
with floral crowns. Sleeves also have made their way back 
to the bridal gown. For so long, we have seen the typical 
strapless gown. This year, however, cap sleeves, long sleeves 
and caplets will make their way down rose petal aisles. 
Open back dresses, with delicate lace accent, and sheer and 
high lace necks, with sparkling embellishments, will be the 
highlight of this year. 

GOLF SHOP
Golf Equipment Trends
Counter Balanced Putters—Ping Senoita, TaylorMade 
Daddy Long Legs and Cleveland Smart Square—Counter 
balanced putters put extra weight in the grip end of the 
putter to counter a heavier head, which adds stability 
and consistency to your stroke without anchoring. The 
weighting boosts the club’s overall moment of inertia, so 

the club feels stable throughout the 
stroke. These putters will still be legal 
when the USGA bans the anchored 
putters in 2016.

Adjustable Putter Shafts—Ping 
Scottsdale TR (True Roll)—The 
adjustable putter shafts extend from 
approximately 37.5 inches to 46.5 
inches, depending on the putter you 
choose. The longer you extend the shaft, 
the more stable the club feels when you 
swing down the path. The adjustable 
shaft is available in all Ping Scottsdale 
TR putters.

Adjustable face drivers—Ping G25, TaylorMade 
SLDR and Titleist 913—With the adjustable face drivers, 
a golfer can adjust the loft up to four degrees by adjusting 
the loft launch angle, spin rate and overall direction, to 
get full distance and negate certain swing flaws. Adding 
loft to the driver will produce a more closed clubface. 
Subtracting loft will open the clubface. Adjustable face 
drivers can change the player without having to purchase 
a new driver. Most golfers are using a driver with the 
wrong loft for their swing. So, you can tinker with the 
different lofts to find one, which suits your golf swing.

All of the above mentioned products are available in 
the Las Sendas Golf Shop. 

Golf Tips from Mike Malaska
The most common approach to learning is to copy the 
professional. What can you learn when you look at a pro 
swing? With tour players, watch how relaxed they are 
and how little effort they use. If you feel a lot of tension, 
and need a lot of effort, you probably are doing the wrong 
things. The tour players have effortless power, while most 
amateurs have powerless effort. Smooth and rhythmic is 
what you should be trying to accomplish, not tense and 
forceful. Effort never equates into distance or consistency. 
It just translates into effort. 

Another thing to notice is how every one of the tour 
players is unique. As good as they all are, you have to 
learn who you are and what swing best fits you physi-
cally. It’s OK to not look like the model. Among the best 
players, there are some common things every amateur 

would benefit from learning. They all hit 
the ball solid in the center of the face by 
being able to control the clubface with 
their hands. Their left arm rotates. It 
doesn’t pull the club through the ball. 
Even after you find the few similarities 
among them, the reality is they are more 
unique than they are the same.

New Instructor for the Las 
Sendas Golf Academy
Ashley Malaska, a native of Murray, 
Utah, currently resides in Mesa, and is 
pursuing her dream as a professional 

golfer. An all-around athlete and true competitor from 
the time she could walk, Ashley always has dreamed of a 
career in sports. She began her golf career at the age of 16, 
and went on to play at the University of Arizona. Later, 
transferring to Brigham Young University, she finished 
her last year of school, and graduated with a degree in 
business marketing. Along with competing on the local 
mini tour, she is starting a career in golf instruction for 
the Las Sendas Golf Academy. Ashley is looking toward 
following in her father’s footsteps, and giving people a 
reason to love the game, which has given her so much.

COOKING  
CLASSES with 
CHEF MATTHEW
Come and cook with our talented Banquet 
Chef—Matthew Tomten
•	 Tuesday, Jan. 28
•	 The Vistas Pavilion, 5 to 7 p.m.
•	 Appetizer, Salad and Entrée
•	 Red and White Wine Pairings

Come as a couple, or bring a friend. Classes are demon-
stration format and limited to 16 people. Cost is $40 per 
person. For tickets, please call Erica at (480) 396-4000, or 
send an e-mail to egomez@lassendas.com. This is a follow-
up class from our December baking class, which received 
rave reviews from all attendees.  

A CLOSER LOOK AT LAS SENDAS GOLF CLUB (CONTINUED)

Ashley Malaska
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Golfing at Alta Mesa Golf Club.

Call Kim in membership
and find out how. 480-832-3257 x 206

Start the NewYear out right -

www.InstantHomeValueAZ.com

www.Homes2SellAZ.com

What’s My Home Worth?
Get an Instant Home Value Report

Specializing in Las Sendas and the East Valley

The housing market is finally 
in a recovery and Arizona is 

leading the way to higher home 
prices. What’s your home worth 
now? Everyone wants to know how 
much their home has gone up over 
the past few months and if it is 
continuing to go up each month.   
Is now the right time to sell?

Now you can get an Instant Home 
Value Report and a Market Snapshot 
of all the homes listed and sold in 
your neighborhood. You can get this 
report automatically sent to you 
on a monthly basis so you can keep 
up-to-date on what is happening in 
your own neighborhood and be on 
top of the market.

Lorraine Ryall Realtor CDPE, CSSN
Coldwell Banker Trails & Paths Premier Properties

ContACt Me todAy 
for a full market analysis of your home
CEll 602-571-6799
Email Lorraine@Homes2SellAZ.com

education

Submitted by Trinity 
Christian School

For four decades, Trinity 
Christian School has 
had the mission of 

helping children reach their 
full potential. 

Having a classical 
Christian approach to 
education, Trinity is not 
only a school which teaches 
the basics well, it also is very 
affordable. What recipe makes 
Trinity students so successful?

Tried and True Classical Approach
Trinity is a classical grammar school, which means they teach 
the fundamental rules of each subject, as well as the basic data 
that exhibit those rules. With a proper grammar foundation, 
students are set up for success to think critically in the following 
stages of learning. At Trinity, students learn how to learn.

Strong Phonics Program
Students are exposed to a strong phonics foundation. 
Children are taught how to read and write using a rigorous 
phonics program, ultimately, fostering a love for great 
literature. By grade two, most children excitedly delve into 
chapter books, embarking on many adventures in reading. 

Math Drill
When students properly learn their math facts, they are 
able to soar in future mathematical endeavors. Imagine 
trying to learn scientific thought processes without a solid 
arithmetic foundation. It is impossible to solve equations 
or think scientifically without a solid grasp on basic arith-
metic. At Trinity Christian School, students learn their 
arithmetic through lively daily drills, and practice where 

students are able to work at 
their own pace. 

Science  
Exploration
Starting in kindergarten, 
scientific thinking is expe-
rienced. Through every 
school discipline, children 
use scientific skills, such as 
observing, classifying, sorting, 
summarizing and accurately 
articulating. Moreover, Trinity 
students participate in 

science class, regularly getting their hands dirty with 
their science experiments. Many graduates of Trinity 
have gone on to medicine and other fields of science.
 
History Taught
Through Bible, American and world history, students 
gain a broad concept of history. The lunchroom boasts 
a world history timeline with a collection of student 
contributions they have discovered in their stud-
ies. Even kindergarten and first grade students make 
contributions to the world history timeline. Older stu-
dents are able to study 
ancient civilizations 
in depth, grasping not 
only the history, but 
also the geography. 

Small  
Class Sizes
Research has shown 
children learn best 
when student-to-
teacher ratios are low. 

Hidden Gem In The Desert Thrives
Continuing our Legacy for Nearly 40 years

Students receive much care and attention and benefit from 
low class sizes. Because the ratios are low, teachers are able 
to make sure students understand concepts before moving 
on to new material. 

Love of the Arts and Languages
Each year, student artwork is submitted to the Arizona 
State Fair, with Trinity students regularly bringing home 
prized ribbons. Moreover, a love of music is fostered 
through choir, music instruction, bells and chimes. The 
Bell Choir performs at several school functions during 
the year. Students learn to love language through Spanish 
instruction in grades kindergarten through second grade, 

while grades three through six 
endeavor to learn and use Latin.

Looking Up
Through daily chapel service 
and direct moral instruction, 
children at Trinity are taught 
to look to God. As a result, 
children are orderly, hopeful and 
thoughtful. In this structure, a 
child progresses in the attributes 
of personality, which indicate 
his destiny—self-confidence, 
initiative and self-discipline, as 
well as the ability to solve his 
own problems.  

Above are only a few of the reasons 
why so many parents choose Trinity 
Christian School for their children.  
If you would like to know more about 
Trinity, we welcome you to contact  
the office to schedule a tour at  
(480) 986-4629.



www.UpCloseAZ.com

Self Development Preschool/Charter School
Assure Your Child a Firm Educational Foundation!

Join the many students who begin their education as two year olds and complete the elementary and middle school education at Self Development!

Self Development Preschool
2 Years–12 years (Before/Afterschool) 6 am to 6 pm   
    

 

Self Development Charter School

Call Now! 

 

480-396-3522

2010 Charter School of the Year
                                                        Cambridge International Examination School  

 

 

K-8 Grade

2011 Academic Excellence Award

• Exemplary pre-kindergarten program for  
school success

• Well designed and enriched  
preschool curriculum

• Before and After School Program

• Low Staff turn over

• Integrated thematic curriculum

• Ages 2-5 years (preschool)

• Ages 6-12 years (before and  
afterschool programs)

• Complete six years of schooling in four years (SIF Program)  
(an option for high achieving students in grades 3rd – 8th)

• Outstanding Kindergarten through Middle School Education

• Excelling Mathematics and Science Programs

• Unique Literary Analysis Program for grades 2nd – 8th

• Elective Language Options: Latin, Spanish, French and Chinese 

1721 N. Greenfield Road
 Mesa, Arizona, 85205

Enrolling 
Now!

1709 N. Greenfield Road
Mesa, AZ 85205
480-641-2640

Mesa’s # 1 Top Performing School

Arizona’s # 6 Top Performing School 
(ADE)
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education

By Linda Steiner, MEd
Certified Teacher and Reading Specialist 

Self Development Preschool continues to exceed 
standards and enrich higher levels of learning in the 
2- to 3-year-old classroom. 

The school acknowledges the importance of early 
childhood education, and implements a weekly lesson 
plan. The children follow a curriculum-based lesson, which 
includes 12 areas of enrichment. 

Rachel Hunt, MS, 
and Anjum Majeed, MS, 
doctoral candidate, design 
the curriculum. They each 
have more than 13 years 
of experience in early 
childhood. In addition, 
Linda Steiner, MEd, and 
reading specialist, oversees 
the phonics and reading 
program. These educa-
tors not only assist the 
staff in implementing the 
curriculum, but also teach 
the enrichment program.

The uniqueness of the 
program for the younger 

children is exceptional. The weekly detailed lesson plans 
include concepts and objectives. The academic program 
includes language/reading readiness, math and writing. 
The enrichment curriculum details art, classics/poetry, 
music, science, life skills and dramatic skills.

The 2- to 3-year-old classroom introduces preschool 
and pre-k curriculum goals, and encourages concept 
mastery and academic confidence. This is an important 
component, since the 2- to 3-year-old classroom progresses 
with the skills needed to transition into the 4- to 5-year-

old classroom. This ensures a solid 
academic start to kindergarten and 
elementary school.

The preschool prepares 
children to learn key subject matter. 
The school's success works on 
teaching children the principles of 
number, letter, sound recognition, 
learning the alphabet, verbal memo-
rization, word association, tracing 
and pattern formation, as well as 
introduction to writing their first 
and last name and letters.

 As a certified kindergarten teacher and state-
endorsed reading teacher, I know the importance of 
early education intervention to promote a foundation for 
academic success. The school uses a multi-sensory phonics 
instruction focusing on visual, auditory, tactile and kines-
thetic techniques, which reach each child’s learning style. 
They learn phonemic awareness, and each week, concen-
trate on one letter and number of the week. Research 
shows children need a full week to master each letter of 
the alphabet to ensure correct phonemic awareness to 
begin reading.

On many 
occasions, I have 
observed this class-
room, and I am truly 
impressed with the 
teaching techniques 
and engagement of 
the children. The 
dedication and 
sincere devotion 
of the teachers to 
instill these essential 

Level of Learning is High at 
self development preschool

concepts is amazing. I see the 
commitment to student’s education 
every day. 

Michaela Stockton and 
Stephanie Mitchell are co-teachers 
with a commitment to their 
students. “I am extremely proud of 
my students’ hard work and dedica-
tion,” said Michaela. “In August, we 
moved up a group of 16 children 
who knew how to write their first 
and last names, and use letter 

sound and recognition.” Stephanie stated, “The art of 
teaching is the art of …assisting discovery.”

All parents are welcome to experience this excep-
tional learning environment for your child. I am proud to 
recommend Self Development Preschool as the path to 
your child’s academic success. Parents need to be a part 
of this exceptional learning adventure for their child. The 
preschool hours and extended care are from 5:45 a.m. to  
6 p.m. The enrichment program hours for the 2- to 5-year-
old classrooms are from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Self Development Preschool delivers a well-rounded 
educational experience for your child. 
The school offers children the oppor-
tunity to develop a love for learning 
and a daily challenge to think at a 
higher level.  

For more information, please contact  
Self Development Preschool at  
(480) 396-3522. 

Learn to gain knowledge, and activate that 
knowledge. Knowledge equals power.
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The Vistas Pavilion at Las Sendas
summer wedding special

For weddings booked and hosted in the months 
of June, July, August and September, 2014

ceremony and reception 
$5,000 

Includes: Plated dinner, dance floor, linens, white garden chairs, 
champagne and cheese platter in changing room… and much more! 

***Does not include tax and gratuity

Las Sendas Golf Club
7555 E. Eagle Crest Drive

info@lassendas.com
480-396-4000

Do you have diabetes  
or heart disease?
If you have Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes, or have been  
diagnosed with heart disease, SCAN Health Plan can help. 
We offer two comprehensive plans whose benefits are  
specifically tailored to help you meet the challenges and 
costs of managing these conditions through Medicare.

$0  Copay for Insulin  
(Humalog, Humulin, Lantus, 
Levemir, Novolin, Novolog, 
and Insulin Pens)

$0   Copay on Tier 6 drugs

$0  PCP copay

$0  Hospital copay (days 6–90+)

$0 SilverSneakers®  
gym membership

$0  Podiatry services  
(12 routine visits)

$0 Lab services and X-rays

$0  Transportation  
(12 one-way rides)

$25  Specialist copay

$25 Urgent care coverage 
(worldwide coverage)

Contact SCAN Toll-Free: 1-888-449-7226
8 A.M.� 8 P.M., seven days a week.   TTY users: 711

There is no obligation to enroll

If you qualify, you are eligible  
to enroll year-round. 

Call your authorized SCAN representative below.

The SCAN Balance (HMO SNP) and 
Heart First (HMO SNP) Plans Offer:

Heart First (HMO SNP) and SCAN Balance (HMO SNP) are HMO Plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in SCAN 
Health Plan Arizona depends on contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who has been diagnosed 
with diabetes or certain cardiovascular conditions. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete 
description of benefits. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, 
premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare 
Part B premium. For more information, please contact SCAN Health Plan, or you may visit www.scanhealthplan.com.

G8217  9/13 (AZ) Y0057_SCAN_8182_2013F File & Use Accepted 09162013

Michael Henderson

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed insurance agent/broker.

Phone # 602-541-7656

AZ License # 992950

local business

Submitted by My Chauffeur  
Taxi Service

A year and a half ago, Dirk van 
Leenen started My Chauffeur 
Taxi Service, a private transport 

business. 
Within weeks of establishing the 

service, this interesting man was taking 
people to and from Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport and Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport. He loves his job, and 
tells stories from books he has written on 
the Holocaust in the Netherlands. 

"Being an author is really a lonesome 
job," said Dirk, an author and horticul-
turist. "That is why I was looking for a 
way to be out and about and meeting 
people."

After many years of traveling the 
world, Dirk came to 
Phoenix 25 years 
ago. He found 
Arizona the best 
place of all. Today, 
he chauffeurs his 
clientele in Cadillac 
style.

“People often are 
sorry to get out of my 
car at their destina-
tions, because they 
are eager to hear 
more of my 
stories,” Dirk 

said. Now he gets bookings not only 
to the airports, but also to restaurants, 
hospitals, parties, theaters and stations.

"My service is private and personal, 
and my clients have become my friends," 
Dirk stated with pride. “They either 
call, text or e-mail me their reserva-
tions. The service is less costly because I 
don't employ a dispatcher or any other 
personnel.” He likes to keep it that way. 

"I have one slogan—AOT." Find out 
what that means the next time you take a 
ride with Dirk.  

For more information about My Chauffeur 
Taxi Service, call (480) 512-9757.

Chauffeur 
Service Ensures  
You Travel in Style 

health

Dirk van Leenen

By Sharon Wozny

Choosing the 
right medical 
plan and 

understanding all the 
fine print and lingo 
of Medicare and the 
Affordable HealthCare 
Act can be stressful and 
intimidating.

Michael Henderson 
is the type of man 
who guides his clients 
through these tricky 
details of which people 
are unaware with regard 
to health care. Michael’s 
business, Tapestry Insurance, says it 
all, “…bringing all the pieces together 
in a meaningful manner.” 

The agents who work for Michael 
make health care understandable by 
breaking the large picture into small, 
manageable pieces. Knowing there are 
many options out there, he wants to 
make sure you choose the right policy 
for the right reasons.

Michael’s easygoing and caring 
demeanor will put you at ease. 
Instantly, you will feel as though he 
has your best interests at heart. “I am 
all about educating my clients more 
than the sales,” he said. “I want to meet 
their needs, and everyone’s needs are 
different and varied.” 

With this approach, he likes to 
meet one-on-one with his clients. 
When he doesn’t have the answer, he 
will get it for you. When his products 

may not meet your 
needs, he will direct you 
to others. 

Michael travels 
all over the state to 
reach his clients. He 
knows his strengths 
and weaknesses, and is 
having fun with what 
he is doing. Michael’s 
entrepreneurial spirit 
has led him to where he 
is today. His experience 
is varied and diverse, 
which is why he is 
successful. In the past, 
he has owned a bike and 

snowboard shop, been involved with 
payroll, human resources, and served as 
a recruiter for commercial construction 
companies. 

About nine years ago, Michael and 
his wife, LeJean, relocated to the Red 
Mountain Ranch area from Colorado. 
Being outdoors, whether it be biking, 
running, golfing, skiing, hiking or 
kayaking, are ways he likes to spend his 
downtime.

For the future, he would like to 
continue to grow his business with 
more agents in surrounding states. In 
doing so, he will maintain his guiding 
philosophy of educating his clients, 
and helping them make the best choice 
with respect to their medical insurance 
needs.  

For help with your insurance needs, contact 
Michael Henderson at (602) 541-7656.

Health Care Insurance Agent 
Helps Clients Choose Wisely

Michael Henderson
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Sales Information Provided By John Karadsheh, ABR, CRS, ASSOCIATE BROKER, 

Coldwell Banker Trails & Paths Premier Properties. www.BuyAndSellAZ.com 

Real Estate In Las Sendas

brought to you by:

John Karadsheh

Las Sendas Area 
Market Report

Sales for the Month 
of November 2013

Address
Square

Feet
Short Sale
or REO*

Sold PriceCommunity

3 DISTRESSED SALEs IN november

7013 E. Roland St.	 1,571	Tapes try Mountain	 $267,000	

6825 E. Pearl St.	 2,475	 Vintage Hills	 $297,600	 X

3614 N. Barron Cir.	 1,571	 Rolling Hills	 $300,000	

3521 N. Desert Oasis St.	 2,451	 Shadow Canyon	 $305,000	

6928 E. Scarlet Cir.	 2,475	 Cobblestone	 $327,500	

3732 N. Ladera Cir.	 2,226	 Echo Canyon	 $355,000	

7815 E. Red Hawk Cir.	 2,833	Gra yhawk	 $370,000	

3060 N. Ridgecrest St. #89	 2,732	 Desert Vistas	 $383,000	

7432 E. Orion Cir.	 2,732	The  Terraces	 $385,000	

7423 E. Orion Cir.	 2,732	The  Terraces	 $390,000	

3829 N. Morning Dove Cir.	 2,757	 Canyon Creek	 $400,000	

3528 N. Eagle Canyon Cir.	 3,330	 Boulder Canyon	 $475,000	 X

3833 N. Desert Oasis Cir.	 3,330	 Canyon Creek	 $515,000	

7260 E. Eagle Crest Dr. #51	 3,598	 Black Rock	 $590,000	 X

Las Sendas Up Close  January 2014   11

www.UpCloseAZ.com

dining

By Kimberly Searles

Bruce Towle is the new owner of 
Gus’s New York Pizza and Bar. 

A former PGA professional in 
the Lake Tahoe/Truckee area, Bruce, along 
with his wife, Deborah, is taking a swing at 
creating a complete dining experience for 
the residents in Northeast Mesa. 

“We want to have a place where 
people can come enjoy great food and have 
a great time,” Bruce said. “We want to treat 
our guests the way we hope to be treated 
when we’re out and about.”

The service at Gus’s isn’t the only 
hole-in-one. Their pizzas keep ‘em coming 
back for more. With a variety of choices, 
such as the Bronx Bomber, Mediterranean 
and the White Pie, it’s no wonder why.

Bruce has begun to 
implement changes to create 
that overall dining experi-
ence at Gus’s. Diversifying 
the menu options is a 
priority, thereby ensuring 
there is something for 
everyone. Adding more 
burger and sandwich 
options is part of those 
changes, as well as building 
a better selection of salads. 
According to Bruce and 
Deborah, the response from 
customers is positive.

Entertainment also 
is a focus for Bruce and 
Deborah. In addition to the 
cozy outdoor patio, Gus’s 
will begin having a First 

Thursday event each month, which will 
feature comedy and music. Of course, they 
offer entertainment on weekends as well, 
staying open until 1 a.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays.

If you are in the mood for great food 
and a great experience, give Gus’s in Mesa 
a shot. Specials are available each day, 
including a buy one—get one at half price 
on sandwiches. In addition, you can enjoy 
half-price appetizers after 9 p.m.  

Gus’s New York Pizza and Bar is located at 
2015 N. Power Road. They offer dine in, 
delivery or carry out dining. Call them at 
(480) 924-4877, or order online at  
www.gussnypizzabar.com. You can also find 
them at facebook.com/gusinmesa.

New Ownership Makes Changes 
at Gus’s New York Pizza and Bar

education

By Sharon Wozny

Dan Hurst 
came to Red 
Mountain 

High School in August, 
and the welding 
program will never be 
the same.

The classes are full 
with excited students, 
from the novice, to the 
experienced. Cole, a 
sophomore, has been 
welding since he was 
12 years old by helping 
his grandpa around the 
farm. He wants to be 
an agricultural engineer for John Deere, 
building and designing farm equipment.  
Annie, a senior, never welded before in 
her life. This class has taught her she can 
accomplish anything. Her welding has 
improved, but so has her self-confidence.

Mr. Hurst treats the class like a job 
by exposing his students to real world 
experiences. He is diligent in instilling 
a respect for the trade in his students. 
They have job sheets for every project. 
Mr. Hurst is adamant about finding 
the best equipment and newest ways to 
teach his students how to be top-notch 
welders. 

One way he is doing this is by 
starting a welding club, as well as 
a welding competition team. The 
12-member team entered the Welding 
Thunder Competition 2013, where 
they built a smoker, which will be used 
for fund-raising events. In order to be a 

member of the team, 
the students had to try 
out by showcasing their 
welding abilities, along 
with their motivation, 
academic knowledge 
and respect to the trade 
of welding.

Mr. Hurst loves 
bringing real world 
experiences to his 
students. The welders 
will be designing 
and welding tea light 
holders, along with 
napkin holders, all 
including the Red 

Mountain Lion. Look for them to be on 
sale soon. It’s the perfect way to enhance 
those math skills, as well as integrate 
the Career and Technical Education 
Common Core Standards. 

On the day I visited, excitement was 
high as the students were being treated 
to the Virtual Reality Welding Machine. 
Here, by welding a piece of metal in a 
virtual world, even the novice could be a 
welder without fear of being burned by 
the sparks. Each participant was rated 
in five areas. By the end of the day, the 
competition was in full force.

If you are looking for an elective for 
your student to take at Red Mountain 
High School, this welding class is a 
must.  

For more information about welding, 
contact Dan Hurst at Red Mountain High 
School. Call (480) 472-8225.

Teacher Elevates Welding 
Program to New Level

Please present this Up Close ad at time of service to receive 
this discount. Discounts or specials can not be combined.

2910 North Power Road #101
Mesa, Arizona 85215  •  NW Corner of Power & McDowell

www.trueessencesalon.com
Call to Schedule Your Appointment  480-396-3112

AnY ServiCe for first time clients only. 

20% 
OFF

Dan Hurst
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*Call for Details.

$45*

5 REASONS TO BOOK  
WITH CRUISE PLANNERS

FST# ST36334/ CST# 2034468-50

Carnival • Celebrity • Holland America
Norwegian • Royal Caribbean • Princess

Tremendous National Buying Power
Best Values on All Cruise Lines
Individual & Group Cruise Rates
Worldwide Cruises
Exotic Destinations

1

2

3

4

5

For the Best Values Afloat, Call: 

480.396.8084
855.542.8229

Sue Mitchell
Cruise and Travel Specialist

www.redmountaintravel.com
smitchell@cruiseplanners.com

CREATING MEMORIES
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www.redmountaintravel.com
smitchell@cruiseplanners.com

CREATING MEMORIES

www.theupsstorelocal.com/3690

Mention 
this ad 

SAVE 10%

Big or small, we ship it all®

Freight services at
The UPS Store®

No matter how big or what shape, 
our freight services can help get your 
item to its destination. Whether you’re 
shiping a piano or antique furniture, 
we’ll help you take a load off.

Visit us at:
Power & McDowell next to Albertsons
2733 N. Power Road, Suite 102
Mesa, AZ 85215
Phone: 480.641.1744 • Fax: 480.641.1626
Hours: Mon–Fri 8:00am to 7:00pm, Sat 9:00am to 5:00pm

Exp. 1/31/14

Offering a world class education 
in a beautiful and peaceful setting. 

Red Mountain Montessori Academy
480-654-1124

6426 E. McDowell Road
Take a look at our website to research 

the advantages of the Montessori Method
www.redmountainmontessori.com

At RMMA, we give your child 
the keys to unlock the magic 
and wonders of childhood...

• Before & after care
• Low child to  

teacher ratio
• Competitive rates
• A.M.I./A.M.S.  

certified teachers

local business beauty

In addition to the name change, AAA 
Gold and Bullion now is partnering with 
Loan Mart to give customers easy access to 
car title loans. Oftentimes, customers may 
need a little bit more cash than what their 
jewelry is worth. 

“Our goal is to serve as a resource to let 
customers know how to tap into the equity 
of their vehicles to get that extra cash they 
need,” Mike stated. “It’s just another way we 
can better serve our customers.” 

If you need extra cash, or simply want 
to free yourself of unwanted jewelry, visit 
the experts at AAA Gold and Bullion.  

AAA Gold and Bullion buys gold, silver and 
loose diamonds. They also buy platinum. 
With four Valley-wide locations, you can visit 
them in Northeast Mesa, at 1152 N. Power 
Road, Suite 102. The hours of operation are 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to  
7 p.m., and Sunday by appointment  
only. You also can find them online at 
aaagoldandbullion.com and on  
facebook.com/AAAGoldandBullion.

Start the New Year  
with a Facial Treatment
By Dawn Abbey

With the holiday 
hustle behind us, a 
look in the mirror 

may reveal all the running 
around, late-night parties and the 
dry winter air has taken a toll on 
our skin. 

The skilled aestheticians at 
Cosmos Salon and Day Spa have 
a solution—the Winter Glow! 
exfoliating facial.

“This month, just to get your New Year 
off to a great start,” said Sandra Barbetta, 
co-owner of the salon with her husband, 
Cosmo, “we are offering this off menu exfoli-
ating facial treatment, featuring Jan Marini 
Clinically Validated Skin Care, which 
combines glycolic with enzymes to give you 
the effects of a peel without the downtime. 
Your skin will be refined, polished, and 
glowing with immediate results.” 

“For the uninitiated, the term peel 
might be a little confusing,” said Cosmo 
aesthetician Jill Batista. “A chemical peel 
is a treatment technique used to improve 
and smooth the texture of the facial skin. 
The peel solutions cause dead and dry skin 
to slough off after a few days, leaving a 
regenerated skin surface, which is smoother, 
refined and glowing, with reduced wrinkles 
and fine lines.”

The Winter Glow! exfoliating facial has 
all the benefits, including the immediate 
result of a peel without the downtime or 
the actual flaking off of skin. You can go 
right out and face the world with beautiful, 
glowing skin.

“Although it’s called a chemical peel, 

many exfoliating facial solutions 
are derived from natural ingredi-
ents, ” Jill stated. “They are gentle 
and safe, such as alpha hydroxyl 
acids (AHAs) and enzymes.”

AHAs are naturally 
occurring, such as glycolic acid, 
a natural constituent of sugar 
cane juice. This is the mildest of 
the peel formulas, and produces 
a light exfoliation for treatment 

of fine wrinkles, areas of dryness, uneven 
pigmentation and acne.

AHAs also can be used in conjunction 
with enzymes in a facial treatment for even 
better results. Enzymes found in green 
unripened papayas are used to break down 
dead and damaged skin cells, resurfacing 
without disturbing sensitive or irritated 
skin. Combining enzymes with other resur-
facing agents, such as glycolic, dramatically 
accelerates desired results in skin rejuvena-
tion, acne control, hyper-pigmentation and 
scar reduction. 

“So, book your Winter Glow! 
appointment now with one of our skilled 
aestheticians, Margaret, Maria or Jill, at a 
special discounted price of only $95,”  
said Sandra.

Cosmos also is discounting $10 off 
other January spa specials, including a 
90-minute massage, a microdermabrasion 
and the Desert Bliss Scrub.   

For more information and appointments,  
call Cosmos Salon and Day Spa at  
(480) 844-0707, or stop by the salon at  
The Village at Las Sendas, on the northeast 
corner of Power and McDowell roads.

AAA Gold Sports New Name,  
Same Great Service
By Kimberly Searles

As the New Year begins, AAA Gold 
Exchange, located at Power and 
Brown roads, in Northeast Mesa, 

is now AAA Gold and Bullion. 
“We decided to break away from our 

California franchisor,” said owner Mike 
Meyer. “We felt doing so allows us to give 
our customers the best payout amount for 
their jewelry. It also allows us to keep our 
business local and not follow the direction 
from out-of-state.”

Mike also wants to let customers 
know bullion isn’t the little cube used for 
cooking. Instead, it is the purest form of a 
precious metal. And AAA pays the most 
for your bullion.

While the name has changed, getting 
cash for jewelry is as easy as ever at AAA 
Gold and Bullion. You simply bring in 
your unwanted gold, silver or diamonds, 
and the specialist will evaluate your items 
right on the spot, in front of you.

“We’re going to take the time to 
work with each customer, making sure 
the customer understands the process of 
cash for gold, as well as the formula we 
use,” said Mike. “We’re not going to rush 
the deals or pressure our customers into 
making instant decisions.”



We’re building  
a home in Arizona
Taylor Morrison is honored to be a part 
of Arizona’s finest communities. Building 
beautifully designed homes, where friends  
and communities come together, is our passion. 
We’re proud to have built our home here and 
we would be delighted to build one for you. 

*Offer valid on new contracts written between 12/1/13 to 1/31/14. Restrictions may apply. Seller will pay all applicable closing 
costs not including discount points or prepaids if buyer utilizes Taylor Morrison Home Funding. AZ:MB # 0916681.  Total closing 
cost contribution credited at closing and subject to seller contribution limitations based on mortgage program and loan to value 
guidelines. See Sales Associate for complete details. Taylor Morrison/Arizona, Inc., ROC # 179178B. © January, 2014, TM Homes of 
Arizona, Inc., AZ DRE # CO535669000. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com  |  480.346.1738

P h o e n i x  |  S u r p r i s e  |  G o o d y e a r  |  P e o r i a  |  C a v e  C r e e k  |  S c o t t s d a l e  |  C h a n d l e r  |  M e s a  |  G i l b e r t  |  Q u e e n  C r e e k

30 New Home Communities
–––––– 

Visit One Today!

NO
CLOSING
COSTS*
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480-924-2096  |  480-654-2913
www.carnationhomecleaninginc.com

Your First Time
Detail Cleaning

Family Owned & Operated for Over 20 Years
Quality Service Guaranteed
Bonded & Insured 
References Available
Bi-Weekly • Monthly
Same Team Weekly 

 Gift 
Certificates Available!

$30 off
$200 minimum. New clients only, 

with coupon. One per house.
Not valid with any other offers.  

Expires 1/31/14.

Carnation 
Home Cleaning

arizona pool guy, inc.

(480) 699-0607
Licensed, Bonded, Insured, ROC #243628

complete 
pool service 

& repairs
swim year round!

We heat cold pools
Why heat your Pool?
POOLs ARen’t CheAP. But for a fraction of your 
original investment, you can enjoy your heated 
pool anytime rain or shine. While your neighbor’s 
unheated pool goes unused, you and your family 
and friends can swim in warm water year round 
at the lowest cost possible. No children with blue 
lips, no excuses for not having a pool party, just 
warm water fun when you want it. 

loWeSt INStalleD PrICe IN the Valley!
heat your pool for as little as $50 per month.

Based on 12,000gl pool with cover.
winTer special

only $3,995
Price includes: delivery
InstallatIon* • start-up
*Installation includes (1) 50 amp breaker/ hookup 

and plumbing.  Electrical run not included.

www.PearceGray.com

480-835-1124

3514 North Power Road • Suite 135
Mesa, AZ 85215-2911

SW Corner of Power and Thomas

Tax Compliance and Advisory Services

CFO Outsourcing Services

Financial Statement Preparation & Analysis

Business Advisory Services

PersonalBusiness

over 30 years in mesa

local business local business

By Dawn Abbey

Recent technology 
advances are offering 
pool owners the 

option of managing their 
home pools and spas from 
their smart phones and 
tablets, using apps and 
controllers similar to those 
available for home security.

Whether you are at 
home or on the road, you 
can monitor pool and spa settings, adjust 
parameters and receive alerts if a problem is 
detected. “Imagine turning up the spa heater 
before you head home from work, adjusting 
the outside lights, and activating water and 
fire features, so everything is just perfect 
for you on your arrival home,” said Chris 
Quam, owner of Arizona Pool Guy, Inc.

In addition, you can save money 
by maintaining perfect water chemistry 
while keeping chemical use to a minimum, 
avoiding potential problems before they 
become major. In addition, you can conserve 
energy by keeping heat low until you need 
it. Anything you can do from your pool 
controller, you now can do anywhere. 

Chris explained the difference between 
automatic devices and automated controls. 
“Everyone is familiar with automatic devices 
that require timers or a person to turn them 
on and off,” he said. “Many homeowners 
have their pool pumps and pool cleaners set 
on a timer that runs the pump during hours 
when electricity costs less. They set it and 
forget it. That’s automatic.”

Automated devices are those that can 
be pre-programmed and controlled by 

remote signals from inside 
the house or via the Internet. 
These include pool controls for 
cleaners, heaters, lights, water 
features and even chemical 
balance. “Pools and spas can be 
set up with probes and sensors 
that test levels and release the 
proper amounts of chemicals 
automatically,” Chris stated. 
“That way you never have 
either too low or very high 

amounts of chlorine or pH, preventing the 
green pool or red-eye situations.”

By combining automatic devices like 
timers with automated systems, more than 
100 pool and spa conditions, parameters 
and settings can now be accessed and 
monitored at your fingertips.

“The best part is that your pool service 
tech at Arizona Pool Guy can also get 
problem alerts on our computer or cell 
phones and correct any problems right 
away, even if it’s not your regular day for 
service,” Chris explained. “And most times, 
we may be able to fix the problem without 
actually having to go to your house. If you 
love technology, these user-friendly apps are 
for you, whether you do the monitoring, or 
we do it for or with you.”

To find out how an automated pool 
monitoring system would work for  
your own pool or spa, call Chris at  
(480) 699-0607 for a free estimate.  

For information on any pool service, installa-
tion or repair, call (480) 699-0607. Arizona 
Pool Guy, Inc. is licensed, bonded and insured, 
ROC #243628. 

NEW TAX ON NET  
INVESTMENT INCOME
By Brian L. Bentley  
Pearce, Gray and Co., PLC

As of Jan. 1, 2013, some 
taxpayers are subject 
to a new 3.8 percent 

Medicare tax on their net 
investment income, but even 
though this tax has a wide 
reach, certain steps may be 
taken to lessen its impact. 

Net investment income, for 
purposes of the new 3.8 percent 
Medicare tax, includes interest, dividends, 
annuities, royalties and rents, as well as other 
gross income attributable to a passive activity. 
Gains from the sale of property not used 
in an active business, and income from the 
investment of working capital, are treated as 
investment income, as well. However, the tax 
does not apply to nontaxable income, such as 
tax-exempt interest or veterans' benefits. 

Further, an individual's capital gains 
income—both long-term and short-term—
will be subject to the tax. This includes gain 
from the sale of a principal residence, unless 
the gain is excluded from income under 
Code Sec. 121, and gains from the sale of a 
vacation home. Planning the sale of big ticket 
items, therefore, often requires attention to 
the new 3.8 percent surtax. 

Net investment income is reduced by 
deductions properly allocable to the qualifying 
income or gain. Therefore, it is critical to 
keep track of amounts, which increase 
your property's basis or other investment 
expenses, which may reduce net gains. These 
include, interest on loans to purchase invest-
ments, investment counsel and advice, as 

well as fees to collect income. Other 
costs, such as brokers' fees, may 
increase basis or reduce the amount 
realized from an investment. 

The tax applies to the lesser 
of net investment income or 
modified AGI above $200,000 for 
individuals and heads of house-
hold, $250,000 for joint filers and 
surviving spouses, and $125,000 
for married filing separately. The 
tax can have a substantial impact 

if you have income above the specified 
thresholds. Also, remember, in addition to 
the tax on investment income, you also may 
face other tax increases having taken effect 
in 2013. 

The top marginal income tax rate is 
now 39.6 percent, and the top tax rate on 
long-term capital gains has increased from 
15 percent to 20 percent. Thus, the cumula-
tive rate on capital gains for someone in the 
highest rate bracket has increased to 23.8 
percent in 2013. Moreover, the 3.8 percent 
surtax’s thresholds are not indexed for infla-
tion, so a greater number of taxpayers may be 
affected as time elapses.

Please contact our office if you would 
like to discuss the tax consequences to your 
investments of the new 3.8 percent Medicare 
tax on investment income. Pearce, Gray and 
Co., PLC is located at 3514 N. Power Road, 
Suite 135. Call (480) 835-1124.   

Brian L. Bentley is a partner at Pearce, Gray 
and Co., PLC, and has been with the firm for 
almost 10 years. He focuses on small businesses 
and multi-state taxation.

Manage your pool from 
Your Smart Phone Or Tablet

Chris Quam
Brian L. Bentley
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Arizona's Largest Gold BuyerCASH
For Gold!

Real TesTimonial: "AAA Gold and Bullion is by far the best place to go to sell your precious metals. Not only are 
their locations comfortable and safe but their staff is amazing. I have personally dealt with the owners Mike and 
Michelle several times and they are genuinely nice and very friendly. They always take the time to see how I am 

doing and make sure I am completely comfortable with the sale. I know, every time I leave, I am getting the most 
amount of money I can receive for my belongings. Last time I was in Michele even gave me an extra $15.00 just for 

liking their Facebook page. Thank you AAA Gold and Bullion you have a customer for life!" –Chris B. Mesa, AZ

www.UpCloseAZ.com

www.iplandesign.com • (480) 980-1119 • benscheier@iplandesign.com

With hundreds of homes designed throughout the Valley, 
Benjamin Scheier, Alan House, and their design team have 
been highly successful in maximizing views and features of 
all types. Whether it is return on investment or your dream 
home, Benjamin Scheier and [i]Plan have the talent, skill and 
expertise to create one of a kind design.

Specializing in:
• High End Residential
• Semi-Custom
• Value Engineered  

Production Design
• Architectural Review 

Committee Services
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2015 N. Power Road, Suite 106
On the NE Corner of Power and McKellips 

roads in the Target Shopping Plaza
Open Monday – Saturday 11am-10pm

Sunday 10:30am-10pm

480-924-GUS’s (4877)

Happy Hour 2-7pm 
7 Days a Week!
$2 Domestic Pints, $3 House Specials, 
$1 off all Import and Craft Beers,
Dine-in 12” Cheese Pizza $5! 
$1 off all Appetizers
ALL DAY SUNDAYS:  
$1.50 Coors Light Pints (during games) 
$4 Bloody Mary’s, $4 Margaritas, $3 Mimosa’s

Home of the 

32” 
PIZZA

GIANT
Slice of Pizza and a side salad

$650
Dine-in only. Does not include daily lunch special. 
Valid with this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 

Exp. 1/31/14

We DelIver!

UNDer NeW OWNerSHIP 

Gus NY Pizza and Bar Gus NY Pizza and Bar

Gus NY Pizza and Bar Gus NY Pizza and Bar

1/2 OFF
16” X-Large Pizza 

Order 1 X-Large, 1-Topping Pizza, Get 2nd 
X-Large Pizza of Equal or Lesser Value 1/2 Off
Does not include daily lunch special. Valid with this coupon. 

Not valid with other offers. Exp. 1/31/14. WE DELIVER!

$1199

16” X-Large Pizza 
2-Topping Pizza

Does not include daily lunch special. Valid with this coupon. 
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 1/31/14. WE DELIVER!

GIANT
Slice of Pizza and 6 Buffalo Wings

$850
Dine-in only. Does not include daily lunch special. 
Valid with this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 

Exp. 1/31/14

vOTeD #1 
by NeW 

TImeS
cOme IN AND See every NFl  

GAme ON 11 bIG ScreeN Tv’S

UP CLOSE UP CLOSE

UP CLOSE UP CLOSE

Sleep soundly, knowing
that you are protected

www.KodiakAZ.com
License #ROC101310

Family owned and trusted by residents

of the valley for over 20 years

For a free
consultation call: 480-984-6813
or email us:  kodiakaz@msn.com

A div. of The Home Security Company, Inc.

• Security Systems • Security Cameras
• Optional Monitoring • Audio/Video

TM

A Division of The Home Security Company, Inc.

Sleep soundly, 
knowing that you 

are protected

www.KodiakAZ.com
License #ROC101310

Family owned and trusted by residents 
of the Valley for over 20 years

• Security Systems • Security Cameras
• Optional Monitoring • Audio/Video

For a free consultation call

480-984-6813
or email us at kodiakaz@msn.com

real estate

By John Karadsheh 

A couple of months ago, 
I took a listing for a 
house that was an asset 

of a probate estate. While this 
is something I have done many 
times in the past, this particular 
situation was different. 

A single father, in his 40s, 
had owned the house, and lived 
with his three teenage children. 
The father passed away after a 
short illness and, unfortunately, he did not leave any will 
or trust. Consequently, the handling of the estate fell to 
the father’s sister, who currently is navigating the estate 
through the probate court system. 

Without a will or trust in place, the court had to 
have a separate proceeding to appoint a guardian and 
conservator for the children, as they were minors. The 
court also had to appoint a personal representative to 
manage and liquidate the assets of the estate, which 
included selling the house, to provide the inheritance to 
the children’s conservator. 

Luckily, there were relatives who were willing to take 
on these separate responsibilities. What was different 
about the sale of the house from this particular probate 
compared to houses I have sold out of other probate 
estates is that the judge ordered the house could not be 
sold without the judge’s prior approval of the sale. 

The property was very sellable, and shortly after it was 
listed, I received an offer. While the personal representative 
accepted the offer on behalf of the estate, we still needed 
court approval before the transaction could proceed. This 
meant the attorney handling the estate had to file a formal 
petition with the court explaining the terms of the sale and 

why the sale was in the best interest of the heirs, and then 
obtain a hearing date for the judge to consider the petition. 
The judge handling the case went on vacation, and, at press 
time, our court date is still several weeks away. 

I only hope the buyer will be patient, otherwise 
we will have to start this entire process again. In the 
meantime, the estate must continue to pay the mortgage, 
property taxes, utilities, HOA fees and insurance. Had 
there just been a will or trust in place, this entire process 
would have been far simpler and much less stressful on all 
those involved. 

As you make your New Year’s resolutions for 2014, 
consider adding get will or trust created to your list. If you 
already have these documents in place, consider getting 
them updated or revised, especially if they were created in 
another state and you now reside in Arizona.

I know that my wife 
and I struggled to make 
the difficult decisions 
as to who would be the 
guardian to our young 
children. I am sure that 
is the main reason people 
avoid getting their affairs 
in order. As hard as it was, 
however, it was easier to 
make those decisions than 
to think about a judge 
handling those decisions 
for our family.

If you are looking for 
an attorney to help you 
with your estate planning 
needs, I would be happy 
to recommend an estate 

planning attorney to you. If you need help with an estate 
sale or a date of death value, I also would be happy to help 
you. I have handled many estate transactions over the past 
11 years, and know how to navigate the processes. 

Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2014.  
 
John Karadsheh is a licensed REALTOR® with Coldwell 
Banker, Trails and Paths Premier Properties. He also is 
an Associate Broker, Accredited Buyers Representative, a 
Certified Residential Specialist, and was voted in the Top Five 
Residential Real Estate Agents in Arizona for 2012  
and 2013 by Ranking Arizona, the Best of Arizona Business. 
You can contact John with any of your real estate questions. 
Call him at (602) 615-0843, or go to his Web site at  
www.BuyAndSellAZ.com.

here is a new idea for 
your new year's resolution

John Karadsheh
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7143 E. Southern Ave., #107 • Mesa
Southern, just East of Power

Hours: Monday–Saturday, 10am–6pm

Furniture • Floral Design
Home Accessories • Seasonal Decor 

Lighting/Fans • In-Home/Office Consultations

14% OFF
Entire Purchase
With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers

or prior purchases. Offer expires 1/31/14.

Buy one entrée & receive a 
2nd of equal or lesser value for 

FREE
With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers 

or prior purchases. Offer expires 1/31/14.

POPPy'S 
HOME DEcOR

480-325-4900
www.poppyshomedecoraz.com

We also offer blinds, shutters and custom window treatments.

One-StOp HOme SHOp
Decor and Restaurant, All in One!

480-361-9949

Talk to a doctor who really listens at

Your all-in-one 
clinical resource for:
Heart health
Blood pressure control
Cholesterol management
Risk factor assessment
Lifestyle arbitration

3514 N. Power Rd., Ste. 107 • Mesa, AZ 85215

Do you experience chest pain or palpitations?
Let Las Sendas Cardiology help you with your heart health.

Where Every Heart Truly Matters!

Dr. Afroze Ahmad, MD
♥American Board of  

Internal Medicine
♥American Board of  

Cardiovascular Disease
♥National Board of  

Echocardiography
♥American Society of  

Nuclear Cardiology

LAS SENDAS CARDIOLOGY

Healthier 
heart 
through 
personal 
coaching, 
one heart 
at a time

 

LAS SENDAS TUSCAN 
 
 

$750,000 
4 bedrooms  3.5 bathrooms 

former model home 
4,127 square feet 

 

FEATURED PROPERTIES 

VILLA TUSCANO 
 
 

$399,000 
approx. 1 acre custom lot 

mature citrus trees 
luxury gated community 

LAS SENDAS TUSCAN 
 
 

$800,000 
4 bedroom  4.5 bathrooms 

sparkling pool & spa 
4,282 square feet 

JOHN KARADSHEH, ABR, CRS 
Associate Broker, Multi-Million Dollar Producer 

Ranking Arizona Top Five REALTOR® 2012, 2013, 2014 
602.615.0843  JohnSellsAZ@gmail.com 

 

CHRISTINA OVANDO 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer 

30+ Years Real Estate Experience 
602.684.5767  ChristinaOvando@gmail.com 

 

NATASCHA OVANDO-KARADSHEH  
602.909.4995  NataschaKaradsheh@gmail.com 

 
 

AVALON GROVE 
 
 

$900,000 
5 bedrooms  5 bathrooms 

exquisite pool  large basement 
4,971 square feet 

THUNDER MOUNTAIN 
 
 

$575,000 
4 bedrooms + loft  3 bathrooms 
city lights and mountain views 

3,384 square feet 

LAS SENDAS CACHET 
 
 

$435,000 
3 bedrooms + loft  3.5 baths 
stunning golf course views 

2,308 square feet 

ArizonaHomesandLifestyles.com 
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Classifieds
home services

Specialty Services

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING
Multiple K-12 subjects including Math, Reading, Writing. 
Individualized, at-home instruction. State testing preparation. 
Assistance for home-schooling, behavioral, special education 
concerns. Philip N. Swanson, Ph.D., 480-677-9459

TUTORING ALL SUBJECTS
Caring tutor, master's degree and 20+ years experience in 
education. Small groups. All subjects, including Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II, Trig, Pre-Calc, Calculus, Chemistry, 
Spanish, SAT/ACT. Las Sendas/Red Mountain Ranch area. 
Call Kelly (602) 316-0884

home services (continued)

Annabel’s Cleaning Service LLC
A licensed and fully insured house cleaning 
company. Serving the East Valley since 
2002. There are no long term contracts and 
you can schedule your cleaning service on a weekly, bi-weekly, 
every three weeks, monthly or just one time basis. Move-in and 
Move-out’s are our specialty. 

We hire employees only and will never subcontract to other 
cleaning crews. Your home is protected by our General Liability 
Insurance and our employees are protected by our Worker’s 
Compensation coverage. Please call us for a free quote at  
(480) 666-8869. E-mail: annabelcleaningservice@gmail.com 
Web site: www.annabelservice.com 

Integrity Pools LLC, Cleaning Service and Repairs
Professional, Personal and Affordable pool maintenance and 
pool repairs; including filter clean-outs, acid washes, salt cells, 
etc. (480) 818-3832

Mesa Home Maintenance and Repair
Plumbing, electric, irrigation, garage doors, water heaters, 
tile and drywall repairs, carpentry, handyman lists, and other 
services. All work guaranteed. Sean Sornberger (480) 699-7990

Martinez Landscape Maintenance
Keep your yard beautiful. Quality Work. Call (480) 627-9479

CACTUS HOME SERVICES
Professional home/business cleaning, handyman services 
including drywall repair, carpentry, home repair, fireplace service, 
tile/hardwood floor install and more. Cari and Patrick Hudak 
480-253-2919

Terry's Complete Maintenance & Remodel
Electrical - Plumbing - Drywall - Paint
Local business for twenty years
Please call 480-213-1366

ALL PRO TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPE 
SERVICE. Tree Trimming, Removals, Stump 
Grinding, Bushes, Shrubs, Yard Clean Ups, 
Landscaping, and Deep Root Fertilization, Etc. 
FREE ESTIMATES. Very Professional, INSURED & BONDED. 
Mention this ad and receive 15% OFF! We accept credit cards. 
Please call (480) 354-5802

HOUSE CLEANING
Well established in your community since 2001. We know your time 
is valuable and your trust is our upmost concern. Bonded, insured, 
workman’s comp coverage, E-verified and background checked for 
your complete wellbeing. We’ve done all the leg work, so all you do is 
come home to a clean house! Highest rated company on Angie’s List 
and multiple winner of the Super Service Award for 2010, 2011 and 
2012. www.TheMastersTouchCleaningService.com (480) 324-1640

Let Streamline by Design Make Life Simpler
This year, make changes that will give you more free time and 
reduce stress. I can help you organize your home to function more 
efficiently for your lifestyle. Free 30 minute in-home consultation. 
Call Lynne @ 480-703-0183. www.streamline-by-design.net

community community

By Maureen Jackson

My daughter, Robin Jackson, 
just danced in the 87th annual 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day 

Parade in New York City, as a Spirit of 
America Productions dancer. 

For the past 28 years, Spirit of 
America Productions has been a part 
of the Macy's Parade. The participating 
dancers involved, numbering 650, were 
from all over the United States. 

Robin started dancing at Jeanne's 
School of Dance East Mesa in August 
2003, and has been at this studio ever 
since. Beginning this past April, eight 
girls from Jeanne's, including Robin, 
had been fund-raising to supplement 
their cost of the trip. The trip departed 
Phoenix on Nov. 23, and returned on 
Nov. 29. 

During the week in New York City, 
Robin was taught a choreographed dance 

routine. The rehearsals were from four 
to six hours per day. In addition, the trip 
included a Broadway show; Statue of 
Liberty/New York Harbor cruise; and 
the Radio City Music Hall Christmas 
Spectacular, starring the Rockettes. In 
addition, Robin and others observed the 
Empire State Building; Macy's; Times 
Square; Fifth Avenue; Central Park; 
Rockefeller Center; and many other New 
York City attractions. 

Proud to accompany Robin to New 
York City, I also purchased advance 
tickets online to visit the 9-11 Memorial. 
It was something I wanted the girls 
to witness in addition to the amazing 
experience they had with the Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.  

Local Student Selected to Perform  
at Discover Orange Bowl
By Cindy Siems

David Siems, a 
student at Skyline 
High School, was 

selected for the 2013 All Star 
Invitational Marching Band. 

He will participate in 
the All Star Marching Band 
playing the mellophone. 
Uniting talented performers from around 
the country, the All Star Band offers 
the opportunity to showcase skills at a 
national marching event, and interact with 
a team of nationally recognized marching 
directors. Participation in the All Star 
Invitational Marching Band is limited to 
the finest high school performers from 
across North America. 

David auditioned for the All Star 
Band, and was accepted after a review by the 
Selection Review Board. Acceptance to the 
elite group is a direct result of the talent, dedi-
cation and achievements demonstrated in his 
application and audition videos. David will 
join other performers from the United States 
for two performances at one of the biggest 
games in college football—the Discover 
Orange Bowl, on Friday, Jan. 3, 2014.

David studies music with Jennifer 
McQuade, and is a member of the Skyline 
Marching Band, Honors Band and Jazz 
Band. Additionally, he is an Eagle Scout, 
from Boy Scouts of America Troop 301, 

and participated in the Arizona 
Ambassadors for Music group last 
summer as they travelled to several 
European countries to perform 
and represent the state of Arizona.

All Stars will come together 
for six days in Florida to practice 
and prepare for the performances. 
This exciting week includes the 

opportunity to work with the nation’s leading 
marching band directors and culminates in 
not one, but two performances on one of 
the biggest stages in college football—the 
Orange Bowl. 

The 2013 directors included  
Dr. Kenneth Dye, director of bands, 
University of Notre Dame; Barry Bernhardt, 
director of bands, Florida International 
University; James Hudson, marching band 
director, Arizona State University; Norm 
Ruebling, acclaimed percussion educator; 
and Wes Cartwright.

The All Star Invitational Marching 
Band combines the skill of the country’s best 
marching students with the excitement of 
performing in front of nearly 75,000 fans. 
Each year, the group brings together the 
most talented high school marching band 
performers to work with the biggest names 
in the marching profession as they showcase 
their skills at prestigious national events.   

Learn more at www.allstarinvitational.org.

Mother Expresses Pride for Daughter’s  
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Adventure

Robin  
Jackson

David Siems
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Bonded

E-Verify
Background 

Checks

Highest Rated - A Grade House Cleaning Service 
on www.AngiesList.com

HOUSE CLEANING, CARPET CLEANING & WINDOW CLEANING

www.TheMastersTouchCleaningService.com

Joann at The Master’s Touch

480-324-1640

Make  Your New
Year’s Dreams 

a Reality ­ 
HIRE US!

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Director of Instruction Ben Weir
Contact Ben @ 602.391.7100
or benweir@pga.com
Las Sendas Golf Academy

Mention this ad and receive

$10 OFF
YOUR NEXT 

LESSON!

swingA New and Improved

Me

$$$$$$

for the Spring Season

J&B Home Maintenance
480-982-8242

Do You Need 
Plumbing Help?

Call Us First!

$10 Off Your First Service Call 
With This Ad

Keep your 
yard beautiful

MARTINEZ
Landscape Maintenance

Tree Removal
Gravel Installation

Tree Trimming
Clean Up
Irrigation

(480) 627-9479

Cooking with
Trudy

Saguaro  Lake  Ranch 

Trail  Rides

(480) 984-0335
www.saguarolaketrailrides.com

Shut Off the Water, Toss the Mower, Lets Go Green!
Give your Home a Facelift

Pays for Itself, and No More Maintenance!
Kids and Pets Love It!

10% OFF 
if Installed by Christmas

 in Fountain Hills only

Dan Bjorkman 
Bjorkman Turf Systems, LLC

602-448-6080 
 http://www.azgrassman.com

ROC 255089

10% OFF 

SO CLEAN, YOU LL THINK
5 Second Rule!

MIKE STERLING
480.241.4206

Formerly 
Welcome home Pools

Desert Food Storage, LLC

BE PREPARED  •  BE INDEPENDENT

480-217-5095
Service@desertfoodstorage.com

2154 E. Rio Salado Pkwy, Tempe

• One Year to One Month Food Supply Kits
• Emergency Water Storage Options
• Emergency Supplies
• First Aid Kits
• Custom Orders
• Delivery Available

We CARE for your 
POOL like it’s our own!
New customers receive half 

off their first month’s service.

Call Marilyn Smith
to schedule a courtesy estimate.
CERTIFIED POOL OPERATOR 
with 20+ Years Experience

(602) 290-8774

K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare
K
PoolCare

 
                    -Winston Churchill 

Michael Eberhardt 
Designed Estate Plans, LLC 

91 W. Baylor Lane 
Gilbert, AZ 85233 

480-726-8805 
Michael@asset1.com 

Complimentary review to the 
first 10 people.  

Please call to set up your   
appointment today. 

 
 

 
 

This is a $200 value! 

2nd Month Service 

FREE 
when you mention this ad!

www.azpoolwatch.com

480.688.1728
15 Years Experience

LOW IMPACT

FITNESS BOOTCAMP
Featuring Claudia Collins, R.N., B.S.N., 

Certified Health Coach & Certified Personal Trainer

Let us help you be your healthiest self!

@ the Victory Energy Wellness Center
3654 N. Power Rd., Suite 125ower Rd., Suite 125

CALL NOW & RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY HEALTH ASSESSMENT WHEN YOU JOIN!$5000 Value!

www.yourrnhealthcoach.com
480-650-9452

PARENTS  
HIGH SCHOOL HAS CHANGED!

Mary Martha  
Gingerella  
Experienced Coach  
& Family Partner

azleadersandlearners@gmail.com

Call 
(480) 329-0450

High School,
College & Career
Planning Services

Register to Reserve your Spot 
Call (480) 329-0450 or  

Email azleadersandlearners@gmail.com

Register for Workshop

“PARENTS AS COACHES & MENTORS”
1. Know the Facts; Get Answers

2. Avoid Top 5 Parent/Coach Mistakes
3. Be an Advocate vs. Overbearing Parent

DATE Sunday, April 22nd 2-4pm
COST $40 per person  LOCATION Las Sendas, Mesa, AZ

The Fireplace Guy
(480) 265-7270

Need to Pass Inspection?
Getting Ready to Sell?
Need it Cleaned Up?

Glass Looking Cloudy?

•	 SERVICE

•	 INSTALL

•	 REPAIR

•	 MAINTENANCE

•		FIREPLACES

•		LOGSETS

•		BBQs

•		FIREPITS

Lowest Rates Around
Licensed  •  Bonded  •   Insured

ROC#181089

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
www.EaglePlumbingAndAir.com

EAGLE ELECTRICAL
George Robbins
Full Service Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Residential & Commercial
24 hour/7 day • Emergency Service

480.659.4942

• Local Resident
• More than 22 years experience
• Honest, affordable, quality workmanship 

15%
Off

Insured/Bonded

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 
dennis@allprotrees.com

480-354-5802

15%
Off

Insured/Bonded

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 
dennis@allprotrees.com

480-354-5802

May’s Family Haircutters
Full Service Hair Salon

6060 e. Brown rd. #107
Mesa, aZ  85205

480-981-3213
Appointments and 
Walk-ins Welcome!

$2 OFF 
Haircut
$5 OFF 

Perm or Color

Call for details.

Expires 1/31/14.

we do 
nailS too!

20% OFF
Any Nail Services
With this coupon. Expires 1/31/14.

Pool Cleaning 
and RePaiR SeRviCe

• Competitive Rates! 
• Fountain Service Available Too!

• Veteran Owned
• Licensed & Insured

CALL nOw FOR A FRee eSTImATe!
480-980-3875 or 480-628-1565

Call today to keep warm this 
winter and cool next summer!

480-768-7633
It’s a great time to save now and keep saving 

all year long with lower energy bills!

BuIldIng Perform InstItute certIfIed

Your insulation speCialist
remember to ask how you can get 
a rebate from the power Company!

foam (always ask for Icynene®) 
cellulose / fiberglass / we do It all!

My Chauffeur Taxi ServiCe

480-512-9757
Dirk van Leenen
Owner & Driver

• Go to the airport in Cadillac 
style for less than your parking 
or a shuttle would cost!

• Scheduled pick-up times!
• No stops on the way to  

the airport!
• When you come back to  

Phoenix, we’ll pick you  
up again!

SPeCiaL 
PriCe 
Of $34
Las Sendas, 

red Mountain, 
alta Mesa, 

Boulder 
Mountain & 

Mountain 
Bridge.

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF

NOAHSRESTORATIONSERvIcES.cOM

Bryan@noahsrestorationservices.com

window cleaning
/boershomerenovations

Boers Home
Renovations LLC

boershomerenovations.com
email: boershomereno@gmail.com 
Licensed - Bonded - insured
RoC#282409

ResidentiaL RemodeLing
Bathrooms • Kitchens

Wood Floors • Handyman

Free estimates • 480-229-6682

Check out our publication  
online at 

UpCloseAZ.com



Debbie & 
Ron Brown
Owner/Broker
602.618.9512

Trails And Paths
Office: 480.355.4700 

www.TrailsAndPaths.com

$850,000
3,682 sq. ft. 3BR plus office, 2.5BA, 
3G. Knotty alder cabinetry, wrap-

around covered patio w/Red Mtn vies.  

$425,000
2,413 sq. ft. 3BR, 2BA, 3G. Great 
room, SS appliances, snail shower, 

Pebble Tec® pool w/waterfall.

$314,900
1,911 sq. ft. 5BR, 3BA, 2G. Large 
premium corner lot, great room, 

exterior stonework, covered patio.

$895,000
3,982 sq. ft. 4BR, 2.5BA, 4G. Golf 
course lot, Mtn.  & City light views 

knotty alder cabinetry & pool.

Custom Lots For Sale:

 •  Diamond Point # 27 
$695,000

• Mountain Estates # 18 
$685,000

• Mountain Estates # 16  
$479,000

• Diamond Point # 1 
$379,000

• Summit  # 34 
$339,000

• Granite Mountain #48
$424,000

• Mountain Estates #32 
$575,000

$625,000
3,017 sq. ft. 3BR, 3BA, 3G. Granite 

counters, SS appliances, home library 
w/bookcases, heated pool & spa.

$850,000
3,826 sq. ft. 4BR, 3.5BA, 3G. 1.5 
acre cul-de-sac lot w/Red Mtn & 
city light views, pool w/waterfall.

$1,195,000
4,337 sq. ft. 4BR, 3.5BA, 4G. Red 
Mtn & city light views, multiple 
viewing patios, gourmet kitchen.

$364,999
2,732 sq. ft. 5BR, 3BA, 3G. Granite 
counters, SS appliances, high effi-

ciency 16 seer HVAC system & pool. 

$750,000
4,127 sq. ft. 4BR plus a den, 3.5BA, 4G. 
Large cul-de-sac lot, granite counters, 

premium cabinetry & appliances.

UNDER CONTRACT
3,551 sq. ft. 5BR, 3BA, 3G. Granite 
counters, Viking® 6 burner cooktop, 

deck w/city light & Mtn. views.

$279,900
1,666 sq. ft. 3BR, 2BA, 2G 1st floor 
townhouse. Gas fireplace, premium 
cabinetry, granite counters, 2 patios.

$499,000
2,649 sq. ft. 4BR, 4.5BA, 3G. Private 
casita, great room floor plan, Pebble 

Tec® pool & spa, custom built in BBQ. 

$569,900
2,309 sq. ft. 2BR plus office, 2.5BA, 

3G. Cul-de-sac lot w/Mtn. views, 
putting green & Pebble Tec® pool.

$524,900
4,275 sq. ft. 5BR, 3.5BA, 3G. SS ap-
pliances, granite counters, tile back-

splash, Pebble Tec® pool & spa.

$800,000
4,282 sq. ft. 4BR, office & bonus 

rooms, 4.5BA, 2G. Mtn. views, gran-
ite counters, salt water pool & spa. 

$309,000
2,451 sq. ft. 4BR plus a loft, 3BA, 
3G. Granite counters, balcony w/

spiral staircase, built-in BBQ.

Under

Contract

Jenny Park-Bento
REALTOR®

408.603.9008

Natascha Ovando 
Karadsheh
REALTOR®

602.909.4995

Lyn Glenn
ABR

Associate Broker
602.769.1089

Linda Sims
REALTOR®

602.376.8920

Sharon Liuzzo
Associate 

Broker
602.999.1468

John Karadsheh
ABR, CRS

Associate Broker
602.615.0843

Christina Ovando
CRS

REALTOR®

602.684.5737

Pat Palmer
ABR, GRI
REALTOR®

480.363.4563

Loren Watson
REALTOR®

480.330.9850

Kim Philips 
REALTOR®

480.748.1127

Sharon Madison
REALTOR®

480.540.7413

Julie Sims 
REALTOR®

602.919.6077

Lorraine Ryall
REALTOR®

602.571.6799

Rhonda Dehnert
REALTOR®

480.437.4084

Diane Pistillo
REALTOR®

602.481.9212

Cathy Ebert
REALTOR®

480.682.7378

Laurie Burleson
REALTOR®

480.682.7253

Charles Porter
REALTOR®

602.525.4066

Bobbi Palmer
ABR

Associate Broker
480.720.5208

Ann Meo
REALTOR®

480.241.6590




