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By AnnElise Makin

Since former liaison 
Jennifer Graffi  ce 
has become lifestyle 

director at the Trailhead and 

Kristha Lima is now assistant 

director, a fresh new breeze 

has swept through Las Sendas 

home central.
With the new business 

plan of HOA management 

group Rossmar and Graham, 

the Athletics Club and Special 

Events Planning sections have 

been synergistically combined 

into one Lifestyle 
Department. 
Both Jennifer 
and Kristha 
funnel 
their eff orts 
together to 
off er a rainbow 
of commu-
nity events and 
programs.

“We just celebrated the 10th anni-

versary of our club and the amazingly successful Spring 

Training Contest at the Trailhead Athletic Club (TAC) 

and Spa,” Jennifer reported. On the job for only a short 

few months, but known to many from her earlier years 

as athletic director, Jennifer had opened up this wellness 

benefi t to the whole community.

“Spring Training attracted about 150 participants,” 

Jennifer said. “Of these, 120 were non-members.” For a 

token fee of $25, all Las Sendas residents had the chance 

to experience a full workout for eight weeks.

“At fi rst, people only wanted to take advantage of the 

discount,” Kristha observed. “But then some families got 

so involved, they proactively sought out the supportive 

environment and culture. Our staff  really takes the time to 

get to know each individual.”
Some newcomers, Jennifer agrees, may likely join the 

club after experiencing the health benefi ts and weight loss 

success. Both Jennifer and Kristha are excited about the 

invigorating prospects of their new plan.

“By changing to a lifestyle department,” Kristha said, 

“we really reconfi gured the way we do our events. We have 

become more inclusive. Athletics and Special Events have 

been combined to make a greater impact.”

Under the new model, Jennifer and Kristha not only 

want to make the existing events better, but also are plan-

ning to introduce new opportunities. For that reason, the 

directors are geared toward building community partners.

“For example, we want to work with the local schools 

to support each others’ events,” said Jennifer. “One reason 

is to avoid confl icting schedules.”

“In the past years,” Jennifer continued, “there 

has been a lot of negativity regarding the slumped 

economy and the depressed housing market. We 

have now turned our focus on the positive aspect 

of rebuilding community life and getting back on 

track.”
“Th e athletic community is much attached 

to Jen, since they know her so well,” Kristha 

commented. “She brings out a lot of security in all 

involved.”
“Kristha is the planning and organizing guru,” 

said Jennifer. “In that way, our personalities totally 

complement each other.”
Th ese lifestyle professionals much enjoy 

working together, and they thrive off  each other’s 

synergy. What a good combination. 

If you want to take part in the 

positive momentum in the new Lifestyle 

Department, stop in and visit with Jennifer 

and Kristha at the club. They will gladly tell 

you what’s in store for the new season. For 

more information, or to schedule a visit, call 

the Lifestyle Department at the Trailhead at 

(480) 357-7687.

NEW TRAILHEAD LIFESTYLE DEPARTMENT 

Combines Synergies with Jennifer and Kristha

Jennifer Graffi  ce was the initial consultant for the 

Athletic Club and worked at the Trailhead in the fi rst seven 

years. She lived in Las Sendas for 12 years before moving 

to a neighborhood close by. Jennifer recently 

worked for the Superstition 

Mountain Country Club as 

director of the Athletic Club 

and Spa before creating her 

own company, Q Life. With 

her sports and exercise consul-

tancy, she served hospitals, 

resorts and wellness-oriented 

private companies. Jennifer, 

who has a degree in sports 

management, approaches each 

task and person with remark-

ably positive vibes.

Kristha Lima has headed the Special Events 

Department for three years. She also guided the Athletic 

Club and Spa through its transition phase. Previously, 

Kristha, who comes from a 

special events planning back-

ground, was activities director 

at the University of California 

at Santa Cruz. When she 

moved to Arizona in 2007, 

she became executive assis-

tant to the associate dean of 

student aff airs at the College 

of Nursing at Arizona State 

University. She commutes 

from Gilbert, and loves the 

Las Sendas community 
events for all ages. 

Fabulous Spring 
TRAINING RESULTS

Spring Training is an eight-week commitment 

of exercise and healthy lifestyle change. Th e 

staff  at the Trailhead Athletic Club (TAC) 

coaches, monitors and supports the exercise of weight 

loss and shape-up goals. Th e Fitness Center provides 

an excellent forum to achieve the individual wellness 

goals in teamwork.
Th e grand prize winner in this year’s Spring 

Training competition was Marcus Giddings, who 

won a one-year membership to the TAC.

Each participant had to write a story for the 

Spring Training competition. Some of the testimo-

nials were amazing:
Marcus, a 16-year-old resident, lost 29 pounds. His 

family supported him, and he got hooked by working 

out at the TAC.
Alex Gray, fi rst place winner in the weight loss 

division, lost 23 pounds.
Dara Fowler, fi rst place winner in the goal-setting 

division, hit all of her goals. She ran Pat’s Run and 

Warrior Dash, and lost six pounds (3 percent body fat).

Each fi rst place winner received a six-month 

membership to the TAC. 

Th e Trailhead Athletic Club and Spa pricing has 

been restructured. Monthly memberships (without a 

contract) are reduced to $49 (singles), $80 (couples) and 

$98 (families). Substantial savings are off ered with annual 

memberships. For more information, or to schedule a visit, 

call Jennifer or Kristha at (480) 357-7687.

TWO HIGH-CALIBER LIFESTYLE PROFESSIONALS
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By Dawn Abbey

Living Word Bible Church, located at 3520 E. Brown Road, is coordinating the 2011 Extraordinary Women’s Conference, scheduled 
for April 7 through 9.

Developed specifi cally for women, the event is open to the public, according to Shelly Johnson, administrative assistant. A special online registration fee of $29, or $44, which includes brunch on Saturday, 
is available at www.extraordinaryconf.com. Same-day registration is at 5 p.m. on April 7, along with the opportunity for all participants to check-in. A fashion show begins at 6 p.m. Opening speaker is Dr. Maureen 

Anderson, co-pastor of the church. A Dancing-with-the-Stars-style contest follows.Although the conference, sponsored by the non-denominational Christian church, will off er faith-based 
services and speakers, there also will be entertainment 
and a boutique with local vendors. In addition, fun topics, 
such as non-surgical facelift alternatives and fashion, will be 
part of the event.

Sandra Barbetta, co-owner of Cosmos Salon and Day Spa, her daughter, Terese, and other Cosmos team stylists will be creating 
hairdos and makeup for church members and friends who 
will be modeling new fashions from Chico’s, Dress Barn 
and Rue21. “We chose models from all sizes and age groups, 

so there will be something for everyone,” said volunteer show coordinator and former model Charlotte Neil.
Giving back to the community is a high priority for Sandra and Cosmo Barbetta and their staff  at Cosmos Salon and Day Spa, “We always want to do whatever we can to help women,” Sandra said, “and the theme of the event, Moving On Up, is a positive message.”“Our mission is to give women 

a sense of value,” stated Charlotte. “Mostly, we want to reach 
out to the community—to those single mothers, perhaps 
victims of abuse, and women who would just like to meet 
new friends and fi nd a sense of community in the area.” 

For more information about the conference, visit www.extraordinaryconf.com, or call (480) 964-4463. Cosmos 
Salon and Day Spa is located at 2837 N. Power Road. 

-

 

Submitted by Jay Williamson, Club Publicity Chairman and Bev Coombs, Club SecretaryThe March meeting of the Red Mountain Ranch Social Club was held at the Mesquite Building on the campus of Mesa Community College at Red Mountain.We were invited to tour the college campus following 
our business meeting. Ewin Trapp, our president, mentioned the 
fact Jo Wilson, college provost and previous social club speaker, was named 2011 Woman of the Year, a well-deserved honor. CAMPUS TOUR 

We started our tour of the community college campus in the main lobby of the Saguaro Building with tour director Cheryl.The first thing we saw in the main lobby was a large terrarium housing a lot of desert animals. Some were taken out of the terrarium. Kyra Perry, exhibit curator and a science instructor at the college, showed them to our group. 
Kyra said the terrarium is the showcase for the Saguaro Building. Th ey have a total of nine snakes, four of which are rattlesnakes and one is a diamondback rattler. She did not have any of the poisonous snakes out of the terrarium.

Th e only thing poisonous was a Gila monster lizard the students call Lucky. Kyra held him fi rmly on both sides of his head so he couldn’t turn and bite her. Th is Gila monster was found in the Goldfi eld area in a mineshaft. At the time he was brought in, he had an eye infection. A veterinarian cured his infection, and now the Gila monster is happy living in his new home. Kyra showed us two non-poisonous snakes. One was a rosy boa named Lovey. 

Boas are constrictors, but this one was too small to do any damage. She also showed us a tiger snake, which is red and black, and has the same coloring as a coral snake. Th e coral snake is very poisonous. Next, we saw a cute little desert 

tortoise. Kyra thought he was about 1.5 years old. Th ey can live to be 100 years old. So, if you get one as a pet, you need to provide for his care in your will, as you will not 
outlive him. Th ey need very little water, and get most of it 
from their diet. 

All the creatures in the terrarium usually crawl into 
holes and stay out of sight during the day. Th ey come out 
in the evening or just before dawn. Terrarium tempera-
tures are kept the same as the outside temperatures during 
the year. When it is very hot in the summer, the terrarium is as hot. After seeing the desert animals, Cheryl took us on the rest of the tour. Next, we saw the Life Sciences Building, a science lab and classrooms. 

At another building, we checked out a music 

room where a 
class was being 
held. Th ey have a music program at Christmas, which is a fund-raising 

event for scholar-ships. On the 
south side of the campus, we saw a snake wrangling 
pit.

Th e last thing on the tour was 
the Enrollment 
Services Offi  ce. Th is is one-stop shopping for everything at the college. You can sign up for classes, get a student ID or parking permit, as well as visit with an advisor. 

Cheryl off ered statistics about this community college. With a total of 11 branches, it is the largest community college in the country.Mesa Community College at Red Mountain presently 
has 4,500 students, and has had a high of 7,500 students. 
Th e largest branch is on South Dobson Road and Southern Avenue, with 27,000 students enrolled.  

Th e Family Discovery Series is held monthly in the 
Saguaro Building. Th e last program scheduled for this year is listed below. Anyone interested in attending can call (480) 654-7766. 

April 15—7 p.m.—Saguaro Building. Math Concepts in Everyday Life 

Social Club Tours COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT RED MOUNTAIN

Thi i h

COSMOS’ STYLISTS add pizzazz to women’s conference
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CASINO NIGHT Benefi ts Save the Family 

Submitted by Save the Family 

Foundation of Arizona

Save the Family Foundation of Arizona, an East Valley 

nonprofi t organization, is excited to announce the 

return of Hearts of Gold Casino Night on Friday, Feb. 

25, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at Villa Siena in Gilbert. 

Th is event features food, drink, casino-style gambling 

and a silent auction. Of course, 100 percent of the proceeds 

benefi t Save the Family and their mission of empowering 

families to conquer homelessness.  

Evening activities include a hosted cocktail hour, food and 

beverages, casino-style gambling, a silent auction and raffl  e.

Villa Siena is located at 890 W. Elliot Road.

Reservations are required for Hearts of Gold Casino 

Night and can be made at www.savethefamily.org. 

For more information, call Erin McIntire at 

(480) 898-0228, extension 265, or send an e-mail to 

erinm@savethefamily.org. 

Mission Statement

Family homelessness is 

damaging to everyone it 

touches. Save the Family 
empowers families 

to conquer 
homelessness and 

achieve lifelong 
independence.
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STUDENT LIFE AT MCC RED MOUNTAIN 

Off ers Social and Leadership Opportunities

By AnnElise Makin

There is one person behind the donuts serving as 

welcoming magic at Mesa Community College 

(MCC) at Red Mountain while also off ering a 

sweet start to college life. 

Donuts aside, it takes real pros to make good things 

happen for students.

Erica Horihan, program 

specialist from MCC’s Red 

Mountain campus, manages the 

Student Life Offi  ce with a strong 

conviction. She has led Red 

Mountain MCC’s student activities, 

club events and leadership seminars, 

assisted by Samantha Ashworth, 

for more than three years. Erica has 

nearly seven years experience on the 

job. She is on track when it comes 

to creating new ideas for student plat-

forms and leadership experiences.

“We get to be the fun people 

here,” said Erica. Fun is in such 

upcoming events as the Red Mountain 

Madness on March 9. Th is carnival, in the desert-style 

courtyard, includes amusements ranging from video game 

trucks to photo booths, with student clubs participating on 

their own agendas.

“We have nine student clubs of various kinds residing at 

Red Mountain,” Erica pointed out. Th ose include honor soci-

eties and special interests. Overall, 40 clubs, combined with 

the Southern/Dobson campus, are available to all students.

Th roughout the year, offi  ce coordinator Samantha is 

busy facilitating special events, including vendor fairs (next 

on Feb. 16), blood drives and interdepartmental activities. 

From holiday employee brunches, to United Way and Empty 

Bowls fund-raising events, the Student Life Offi  ce whips up 

the glue holding Red Mountain’s social fabric together.

As every MCC student is welcomed by the broadly 

fanned literature on the hospitality table, a friendly smile 

can make this student’s day. Erica and Samantha swear by 

cheerfulness as part of their mission.

Despite welcoming donuts and free coff ee on Mondays, 

however, Student Life, located on the second fl oor of the 

Mesquite Building on the court-

yard side, sometimes experiences 

diffi  culty getting the word out. 

Th e offi  ce currently is beating the 

drums to recruit members for the 

Events Programming Council of 

the student government.

Th us, Erica introduced—not 

electronic browser pop-ups—but 

a very old-fashioned publication, 

the Red Mountain Rest Stop. 

Th ese fl iers are posted in plastic 

holders in the bathrooms. Th e 

Rest Stop, highlighting upcoming 

events and various clubs, seems 

to be working quite well.

However, the biggest impact 

on individual MCC students has been achieved through a 

set of leadership training opportunities. Every June, a group 

of MCC students enrolls in an in-depth, six-day program 

hosted by the LeaderShape Institute at Central Arizona 

College in Coolidge.

“We [Maricopa County] are the only community 

college participating in the LeaderShape program apart 

from universities,” Erica stated. All MCC leadership 

programs are free of charge for the selected students, 

including accommodations.

Th e leadership seminars have made a great diff erence 

for participants. Be it teambuilding exercises on a high ropes 

course or role-playing in terms of values and beliefs, all 

students improved on working together with other people.

“One young woman, Kelsey, did not have many 

contacts among students,” Erica recalled. “But after the 

three-day fall Leadership Retreat, which took place in 

Prescott, she really got involved, met lots of people and 

joined the Phi Th eta Kappa honor society and the Psi Beta 

psychology club.”
Another participant, a Native American reentry 

student, overcame shyness and a bad stutter during 

LeaderShape. By the end of the program, the woman 

found the courage to sing a Navajo song in front of the 

whole group. She later became an advocate for trans-

gender and Native American issues. She also became a 

social worker.
“Th is is the reason why I got into student life,” 

Erica said. Being actively engaged at her Paradise Valley 

Community College had generated lifelong friendship 

connections for her. She noticed that diff erence only later. 

Studying out of state, she merely attended classes without 

paying attention to student life. Her grade records were all 

that remained from the earlier time. Th ere were no human 

interactions upon which to build.

“Even though a community college is sometimes only 

considered a stepping stone,” Erica said, “you have a better 

chance of getting into a university or securing a professional 

job when you serve your community. You also may fi gure 

out your career choices faster.”

Soon, there will be two more things to improve student 

life at MCC Red Mountain. Finally, a regular bus route will 

connect the campus with the city. And recently allocated 

remodel funds will make an enclosed patio a reality for the 

Student Union.
“We are looking forward to providing more soft space, 

with music, video games and coff ee tables,” said Erica. Her 

team is working hard to provide each student a life. 

To fi nd out more about Student Life programs and 

services, contact Erica Horihan or Samantha Ashworth at 

(480) 654-7759.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

Dear Advertisers,

Thank you for taking the time to look at what we have to offer.

We appreciate the opportunity to explain our Up Close community publications, 

which serve the Northeast Mesa neighborhoods of Las Sendas, Red Mountain 

Ranch, Alta Mesa, Mountain Bridge, Boulder Mountain and The Groves, as well as 

the Mesa Uplands area.

Phillips West’s editorial mission is to Bring neighbors closer to their community. This is 

accomplished by highlighting residents, businesses, schools, clubs, and charities in our 

three Up Close publications.

Up Close is direct mailed to more than 13,000 households, and is also delivered 

to area schools, clubs, and businesses. We reach an average of 30,000 readers every 

month, including on the Web at www.UpCloseAZ.com.

Because homeowners read and enjoy their community news and Up Close offers an 

entertaining medium focused on promoting your business as well as neighborhood 

goodwill, your advertising is more effective in an Up Close publication versus a less 

connected direct mail piece of ads or coupons, etc.

Many of our supporters say they enjoy the benefits of advertising in Up Close, as they 

live or work in the community the publication serves. So come join us in bringing 

neighbors closer to their community by participating with Up Close. We’d love to 

hear from you.

Call (480) 748-1127 to place your ad today!

Sincerely,

Kim Phillips
Publisher
Phillips West
(480) 748-1127
(480) 882-0181 fax

Publisher@PhillipsWest.com

www.UpCloseAZ.com
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Average Household Income	 $104,043

Median Household Income	 $81,463

Median Age	 37

Median Age Adult	 46

Male	 50.54%

Female	 49.46%

Average Household Income	 $101,758

Median Household Income	 $79,590

Median Age	 37

Median Age Adult	 45

Male	 50.55%

Female	 49.45%

Average Household Income	 $146,018

Median Household Income	 $114,285

Median Age	 36

Median Age Adult	 46

Male	 50.91%

Female	 49.09%

Distribution – 4,000
3,844 direct mailed to local 
residents and business owners. 
156 copies delivered to area 
schools, clubs and businesses.
Power and McDowell Roads, Northeast Mesa
Zip code: 85207

Distribution – 3,400
3,316 direct mailed to local 
residents and business owners. 
84 copies delivered to area 
schools, clubs and businesses.
Thomas and Recker Roads, Northeast Mesa
Zip code: 85215

Distribution – 5,800
5,692 direct mailed to local 
residents and business owners. 
108 copies delivered to area 
schools, clubs and businesses.
Lindsay and Ellsworth Roads, Adobe and McKellips Roads, 
Northeast Mesa. Zip codes: 85205, 85207, 85213

Up Close

Up Close

DEMOGRAPHICS

can also be found online at

www.UpCloseAZ.com
Read articles, download PDFs, and more!

PUBLICATIONS
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COMPLIMENTARY 
BUSINESS PROFILES*

A higher frequency is an important way 
to effectively reach your audience and 
promote your product or service.
•   How long your print ad runs is an important factor in your 
campaign’s performance.
•   We recommend you run your ad at least three times in 
the publication. Having your ad displayed multiple times 
will dramatically reinforce your message. A reader is more 
likely to remember and respond to your message after 
seeing your ad several times. 
•   Seasonal influences, such as holidays, popular vacation 
times, back-to-school, and more, can help create 
additional relevance to your product and affect your 
appeal to readers.

Readers are exposed to a different 
stage in the consumer process each 
time they see your ad.
First exposure typically prompts your audience to be 
curious about your product or service. 
Second exposure typically prompts readers to 
recognize how your product or service is personally 
relevant to them. 
Third exposure typically reminds readers how your 
business fits their needs and prompts them to act. 
—Newspaper Association of America, 2005 Newspaper Advertising Planbook
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By Dawn Abbey

Living Word Bible Church, located at 3520 

E. Brown Road, is coordinating the 2011 

Extraordinary Women’s Conference, scheduled for 

April 7 through 9.

Developed specifi cally for women, the event is open 

to the public, according to Shelly 

Johnson, administrative 

assistant. A special online 

registration fee of $29, 

or $44, which includes 

brunch on Saturday, 

is available at www.

extraordinaryconf.com. 

Same-day registration is 

at 5 p.m. on April 7, along 

with the opportunity for 

all participants to check-in. 

A fashion show begins at 6 

p.m. Opening speaker 

is Dr. Maureen 

Anderson, 

co-pastor of 

the church. A 

Dancing-with-the-

Stars-style contest 

follows.
Although the 

conference, sponsored by the non-denominational Christian 

church, will off er faith-based services and speakers, there 

also will be entertainment and a boutique with local 

vendors. In addition, fun topics, such as non-surgical facelift 

alternatives and fashion, will be part of the event.

Sandra Barbetta, co-owner of Cosmos Salon and 

Day Spa, her daughter, Terese, and other Cosmos team 

stylists will be creating hairdos and makeup for church 

members and friends who will be modeling new fashions 

from Chico’s, Dress Barn and Rue21. “We chose models 

from all sizes and age groups, so there will be something 

for everyone,” said volunteer show coordinator and former 

model Charlotte Neil.

Giving back to the community is a high priority for 

Sandra and Cosmo Barbetta and their staff  at Cosmos 

Salon and Day Spa, “We always want to do whatever we 

can to help women,” Sandra said, “and the theme of the 

event, Moving On Up, is a positive message.”

“Our mission is to give women a sense of value,” stated 

Charlotte. “Mostly, we want to reach out to the commu-

nity—to those single mothers, perhaps victims of abuse, 

and women who would just like to meet new friends and 

fi nd a sense of community in the area.” 

For more information about the conference, visit 

www.extraordinaryconf.com, or call (480) 964-4463. 

Cosmos Salon and Day Spa is located at 2837 N. Power 

Road. Call (480) 844-0707.

COSMOS’ STYLISTS ADD 

pizzazz to women’s conference
By Deb Budnick, RN

Even though I have lived 

in Arizona for fi ve and 

one-half years, I am 

always surprised how quickly 

the hot weather approaches.

Case in point, one week it 

is chilly and 60 degrees, and the 

next week we reach tempera-

tures of more than 80 degrees. 

Are you feeling and 

looking your best for the 

summer season? Whether you are vacationing or 

lounging by the pool…

• Keep your immune system healthy with a vitamin 

IV or B12 injection.

• Get on a good daily vitamin regimen with our 

physician-grade supplements.

• Get the winter weight off  with our very successful 

HCG diet program.

• Fix that fatty problem area permanently before 

summer with our laser-assisted liposuction.

Our vitamin IVs take about an hour and are worth 

the time. They are packed full of vitamins C and B, 

magnesium, zinc and selenium. We include a free B12 

injection with the purchase of the vitamin IV. If you 

don’t have an hour to spend getting the IV, consider 

getting a B12 injection. We offer two types of B12 

injections, starting 

at $15 each. They 

increase energy, 

support a healthy 

immune system and 

support weight loss.

At DreamBody, 

we carry physician-

grade vitamins. 

Th ese vitamins are 

the highest quality, 

and they are without 

fi llers. To make your 

ordering easier, we 

have put our stock of vitamins online.

HCG is huge right now, and we make it easy for 

you to lose about a pound a day. Don’t fall for the 

homeopathic or natural HCG programs. Ours is a 

pharmaceutical-grade program. So, it works! Our 

program is safe and eff ective, I promise you. 

If liposuction is on your list of wishes, let us make 

your dream come true. Our prices are aff ordable. Th e 

procedure is fast and safe. Best of all, it is permanent. 

Most of our patients are back to work within a few 

days. How easy is that!

With our help, you can get back to feeling ener-

getic, happier and healthier. Th ere’s no time like the 

present. Have you thought about what you might like 

to do with your tax return? How about the gift of 

health and wellness?  

Come in for a free consultation. For more information, 

visit our Web site at www.dreambodycenters.com. 

Let me help you look and feel better. Call me today at 

(480) 292-1110. Winter specials end on April 30.

LOOK AND FEEL

GREAT FOR SPRING

Deb Budnick

Your compassion and generosity 

CAN HELP CHANGE TWO LIVES

Compassion 2011 extends a special 

invitation to you or your organiza-

tion to play a signifi cant role in 

changing the world by meeting needs here 

in your own community through support of 

and participation in our fund-raising event. 

Your donations will benefi t the 

following:
JIM’S SECOND CHANCE

Jim Bampers, a loving husband of 30 years, the father 

of four children and a lifelong Mesa resident, is fi ghting 

for his life. Diagnosed with end-stage renal failure, Jim 

recently discovered he is an excellent candidate for a 

kidney/pancreas transplant. For the rest of his life, Jim will 

need medication costing $1,500 monthly. To help defray 

uninsured medical expenses, this fund-raising campaign 

will help give Jim a second chance. Jim is married to 

Diana, who teaches at Bridges, a well-known preschool in 

Northeast Mesa.

THE REP
Th is artist, also known as Brandon Kagel, is a Phoenix 

native known worldwide for creating music and touching 

lives. A dedicated husband and father of two children, 

he has been invited into hundreds of churches around 

the world to minister the gospel and perform. He also 

has received hundreds of letters from fans and listeners 

worldwide testifying to the powerful message and positive, 

life-changing eff ects his music and lyrics have had on their 

lives. Th e Rep needs our help to release his third album and 

continue his ministry. 

Compassion 2011 will take place 

on April 30, from 4 to 10 p.m., at 

D•Vine Bistro and Wine Bar in Mesa, 

located on the northeast corner of 

Power and McDowell roads. Th is 

family-friendly event will include 

live music, food, vendors and raffl  e 

giveaways. Kids will enjoy face painting, 

balloons and scheduled activities. Th e silent auction will 

include unique, high-dollar items for bidding.

Desert Schools Credit Union is accepting cash 

donations for the Compassion Fund-Raiser account. In 

the memo line, indicate the specifi c cause to which you are 

donating. Send merchandise and gift certifi cates to:

Compassion 2011

8830 E. Odessa St. Mesa, AZ 85207

You also can donate items for the raffl  es or silent 

auction. Your business name will be announced and 

recognized during the raffl  es, as well as displayed at the 

silent auction tables. To become a vendor, contact Michele 

Hunter at (480) 238-5737. Donations are due by April 15. 

All donations will benefi t Jim and Brandon. 

For more information, contact HeatherOrlando@aol.com; 

cell (480) 695-8490, or MicheleHunter@cox.net; cell 

(480) 238-5737.
On behalf of our community and the families benefi ting 

from your kindness, thank you for your contributions!

Jim Bampers
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By Marian McGill

If you are looking for the picture perfect venue to host 

a wedding or special event, look no further than Red 

Mountain Ranch Country 

Club, off ering just the place with 

stunning views, attentive service 

and menus designed to your 

individual preferences and budget.

Th e Overlook Dining Room, 

with fl oor-to-ceiling windows, 

provides a backdrop of golf 

course and mountain scenes, 

spectacular sunsets and twinkling 

city lights. “Th e panoramic view 

is unmatched anywhere in the 

East Valley,” boasted General 

Manager Jerry Wilson. 

Red Mountain Ranch Country Club offers a variety 

of options to meet every need, from a meeting and lunch 

for 25 staffers, to an anniversary party for 100, to a 

wedding for 130. Golf tourna-

ment luncheons, baby showers, 

birthday celebrations, gradu-

ations and festive holiday parties are just some of the 

possibilities.  
Th ose who book a wedding ceremony and reception 

package by March 31 will receive $500 off  (see 

ad for details). Members and frequent visitors 

of the club have rave reviews for Chef Jeremy 

Larkin and his culinary team. His creativity, 

savory fl avors and imaginative presentations 

provide a delectable treat for the senses. 

Food and Beverage Director Dustin 

Graf provides the personal touch, which 

makes each event exceptional. “When a 

bride tells me her day at Red Mountain 

Ranch Country Club has been special, 

that’s a special day for me, and a triumph 

for the club,” said Dustin. 

Red Mountain Ranch Country Club welcomes both 

members and non-members to host events at the club. To 

schedule a tour, or to book your event, contact the special 

events team at (480) 981-6501, extension 111 or 112. To 

make a tee time, call the pro shop at (480) 985-0285. Visit 

the Web site at www.rmrcc.com.

By AnnElise Makin

The Red Mountain Ranch Country Club’s 

(RMRCC) special events team recently pulled 

off  a most exquisite 2011 Bridal Show. 

More than a dozen preferred vendors displayed 

their glitz and services. An eclectic group of brides-to-

be and their entourages checked them all out in 

advance of the big day.

“We host between 20 and 30 

weddings per year here at the Country 

Club,” Director of Sales Marian McGill 

pointed out. Some reservations for 

the club’s fabulous settings have been 

made for spring of 2012. Inquiries have 

reached even into the year 2014.

“We try to schedule only one 

wedding in a day,” Marian explained. 

Th is is to mind the sensibilities of the 

couples’ extra special, one-of-a-kind day. In each 

case, Marian and her team go the extra mile to deliver an 

elegant wedding for a budget.

For the RMRCC 2011 Bridal Show, a hundred invited 

guests from the Valley had replied, but hostess Sara Guzzo 

estimated she greeted at least 150 individuals in the foyer of the 

Overlook Dining Room.

While Sara gracefully welcomed guests, Marian guided the 

prospecting couples to the spectacular ceremony sites. Th e 18th 

Fairway and the Courtyard Rotunda were all decked out for the 

happiest day. An additional location was the Garden Rooftop.

“Our sunset weddings are absolutely gorgeous,” Marian said 

enthusiastically. In view of the eye-pleasing scenery, it was easy to 

imagine even in broad daylight.

Inside the Overlook Dining Room, nuptial suppliers 

presented their best work. Veronica Guardiola had brought 

her Butterfl y Events brag books, showcasing artistic linens and 

backdrops.

So, what are the trends in wedding decorating? 

“Modern brides want something dramatic,” Veronica said. 

“Th ey are a little tired of classic colors.”

“Obviously, many couples also need to stick to 

a budget in these tough times, whereas earlier it was 

‘whatever,’” Martha Deyden stated. Th is fl oral designer is a 

Las Sendas resident and owner of Sophia Floral Designs 

on Main Street in Mesa.

Martha also observed the fact clients frequently 

wish for eco-friendly, non-redundant, and plain floral 

ornamentation. “They choose bouquets and 

table decorations that are only lightly 

accessorized, not too many ribbons 

there,” she said.

Sweets and the City stopped the 

show for bride-to-be Allison Bonney 

with a cupcake tower. Allison had 

already made her reservations 

for February 2012, and 

attended the show with 

her mother, Claudette 

Bonney, a member of Red Mountain Ranch.

Allison seemed quite serious about cupcakes. “No 

pressure to eat cake, and you can take it easily away with 

you,” she fi gured. Although cupcakes are a trendy thing, 

even owner Sarah Oglesby admitted the cake cutting 

photo-op might be missed.

Food and Beverage Director Dustin Graf and 

Executive Chef Jeremy Larkin walked guests through the 

apparently limitless RMRCC catering options. No visitor 

went home hungry. Th e New York Strip, Mediterranean 

Chicken, Risotto and mixed appetizers were a delightful 

tease of things to come. 

SPECIAL EVENTS BECOME SPECTACULAR

at Red Mountain Ranch Country Club

Bridal Show Features Red Mountain Ranch

COUNTRY CLUB’S PERFECT WEDDING SPOTS

b

Get $500 Off Your 

Wedding Package 

BEFORE MARCH 31
Weddings at the Red Mountain Ranch 

Country Club are something to which one can 

look forward. The RMRCC Special Events 

Team offers a wide range of packages, starting 

from petite afternoon weddings to complete 

packages (starting at $1,395), while facilitating 

a wide range of special wishes. 

Book your wedding before March 31, 

and receive a $500 discount. 

For more information, call Marian 

McGill or Sara Guzzo at (480) 981-6501, 

extension 111 or 112. Take a tour of the Red 

Mountain Ranch Country Club, and see the 

stylish possibilities with your own eyes.
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*Minimum advertising schedule required.

Educate customers about your business… Promote special 
events… Broadcast your achievements… Share your story 
with the community…

Provide credibility and support to your display ad with the 
addition of monthly editorial highlights.

Up Close reaches a broad audience, ranging from young 
professionals to active seniors to community leaders. Our affluent 
readers possess maximum purchasing power, resulting in a growing 
customer base for you, the advertiser.
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Submitted by Anjum Majeed

Principal

M
any exciting events are happening at Self 

Development Charter School (SDCS).

Recently, Self Development received the 

2010 Charter School of the Year award from the Arizona 

Charter Schools Association. Th is year, we are celebrating 

our 10th anniversary. Additionally, we are pleased to 

announce we are expanding our facility to add two more 

classrooms and a science and technology center.

Th e new science and technology center at SDCS aligns 

an inquiry-based approach with educational research. Th e 

students will use hands-on experience to incorporate meta-

cognitive learning, including predicting, observing, inferring, 

analyzing and reporting data. 

In addition, the students will perform experiments 

in the fi elds of chemistry, 

biology and 

physics to enhance the under-

standing of the subject matter 

taught in classes. Th e students 

also will be introduced to the 

careers in science and technology 

by participating in programs with 

exposure in the fi elds of architec-

ture, drafting, engineering, robotics 

and digital video. 

Our unique technology-based 

curriculum provides opportunities 

for excelling students to undertake 

an accelerated path when they 

enter high school, as well as earn 

college scholarships and compete 

successfully for entrance to highly ranked colleges. Excelling 

students completing our Middle School Program 

also may have the opportunity to take Advanced 

Placement exams in biology, Latin and Spanish. 

Our technology center will provide oppor-

tunities for students to experience blended 

learning. Blended learning incorporates 

in-class lectures with online and distance 

learning. Our current Latin classes use 

blended learning.

Students at SDCS experience high 

quality learning in a school culture, 

which minimizes social pressure often 

associated with middle school years. 

Th e school’s philosophy 

maximizes each student’s 

potential. By introducing 

the subject matter in 

the field of science and 

technology, students feel 

they have the capability 

to excel. 
Our curriculum 

enhances development 

of sound fundamentals, 

increases curiosity, and 

makes the students want 

to conduct research and 

explore new ideas. Th is level 

of knowledge will result in critical thinking and the learning 

skills necessary to succeed in college. 

You can be assured of our faculty’s dedication to the 

student’s best interest. Th e school’s principal and faculty 

take personal interest in each student’s development perfor-

mance and progress. Our students have a can-do attitude, 

and they are eager to learn more. 

Self Development Charter School 

serves students from kindergarten 

through eighth grade. For 

more information, call (480) 

641-2640.  

By AnnElise Makin

W
ith Self Development Charter School 

(SDCS) winning the 2010 Charter School 

of the Year Award from the Arizona 

Charter Schools Association, the school can proudly 

add yet another recognition to its comprehensive list of 

accomplishments.

“We are excited about this honor,” stated principal 

Anjum Majeed. Th is was the fi rst time SDCS was 

nominated for this award—and won.

“Th e committee evaluated our school through 

interviews and site visits on many levels,” Ms. Majeed 

stated. “Teacher-student teamwork in the classrooms, 

data-driven teaching methods, and the learning growth 

index were some of the criteria.”

Unique at SDCS, the principal engages in a high 

level of involvement in the classrooms. At times, Ms. 

Majeed reviews a whole week’s worth of work from a 

set of students to monitor their progress.

“Sometimes I teach, sometimes I observe the class-

room, or I pull students out for coaching,” the principal 

described. “Teachers may ask me to teach a concept or 

co-teach a class. I try to have a conference with each one of 

my students.”
SDCS, winning No. 1 Highest Performing School 

in Arizona by the School Digger Web site in 2009, has 

continuously qualifi ed as an excelling school by the 

Arizona Department of Education.

Founded in 2000, SDCS quickly grew from 37 

students to 280 strong. After expanding into seventh 

and eighth grades, the publicly funded school has again 

reached capacity and is looking to add more classrooms.

Th is vote of confi dence for SDCS comes from 

parents who observe their children blossom through 

the well-guided academic challenges. In the pursuit 

of creating lifelong learners, SDCS staff  nurtures the 

students with compassion, courage, and collaboration to 

excel each through harnessing their particular strengths.

 “We address every student’s individual needs so they 

can be successful,” Ms. Sherri Cote, founding staff  and 

senior teacher, said. “Th e rigorous challenge brings all 

students up to level.”

“When I started 

with SDCS, I could 

see Ms. Majeed’s 

vision, even with 

the small class size 

we had,” the educator recalled. “Our 

staff  works out the curriculum together by continuously 

inputting changes in response to the dynamics in the 

classroom.”
“We have high expectations of our students,” stated 

Ms. Lori Baeder, student coach and front desk staff  

for six years. “By developing a good bond, teachers can 

make students rise up to the expectations. Not only 

do students want to please, but they also feel proud of 

themselves through their accomplishments.”

“SDCS is more than the sum of its academic 

performance,” principal Majeed summarized. “We have a 

special atmosphere here. You can observe how much kids 

enjoy learning and critical thinking. We set expectations 

high and make learning fun.” 

Self Development Charter School is located at 

1709 N. Greenfield Road, near Walmart. To find out 

more about the school, or to make an appointment for a 

tour, call (480) 641-2640. For more information, go to 

www.selfdevelopmentcharterschool.com.

Self Development’s Performance Wins 

CHARTER SCHOOL OF THE YEAR AWARD

For 
l (480)

Self Development Charter School announces EXCITING NEWS
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